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On the Causes of Men's being weary 

of LiFE.v 



Job X. I. 

My foul is weary of my lif e ■ ^ 

JOB, in the firft part of his days, was s e R M. 
the greauji of all the m^n of the Eaji. I- 
His pofleflions were large ; his family 
Was numerous and flourifhing i his own 
charadter was fair and blamelefs. Yet 
this man it pleafed God to vifit with 
extraordinary reverfes of fortune. He 
was robbed of his whole fubftance. His 
fons and daughters all peri/hed ; and he 
himfelf fallen from fats high eftate, child. 
Vol. IV. A lefs 



2 Ont&e Cdufes of 

s E R M- Icfs and reduced to poverty, was finittcn 
,with fore difeafe. His friends came 
about him, feemingly with thepurpofe 
of adminiftering comfort. But from a 
harfli and ill-founded conftrudion of 
the intention of Providence in his dif- 
afters, they only added to his forrows 
by unjuft upbraiding. Hence thofc 
many pathetic lamentations with which 
this book abounds, poured forth in the 
moft beautiful. and touching ftrain Of 
Oriental poetry. In one of thofe hours 
of lamentation, the fentimcnt in the 
texrt was uttered ; My foul is weary of 
my life I a fentiment, which furcly, if 
any (ituation can juftify it, it was al- 
lowable in the cafe of Job. 

In fituations very different from that 
of Job, under calamities far lefs fevere. 
It is not uncommon to find fuch a fen- 
timent working in the heart, and fomc- 
times breaking forth from the lips of 
men. Many, very many there are, who 
OiitmeoGcafioa or either, have experien- 
» * ced 



Men^s being weary of Life . 3 

ced this wearinefs of life, and beetit£&Nk 
tempted to wifli that it would come to < ' 
a clofc. Let us now examine in what 
circumftances this fetHng naay be 
deemed excuifable ; in whst it is to be 
held finful^ and under what reilridtions 
we may, on any occafion, be permittid 
to fay. My foul is weary of my life. 

I ^HALL confidcf the words of the 
text in three lights i as exprefling, 
Wirfif The fentiment of a difcontfent- 
ed man; Secondly^ The fentiment of 
an afflided man i Thirdly^ The ienti* 
ment of a devout man* 

!• Let us coniider the text as ex- 
prefSng the fentiment of a difcontent- 
cd man ; with whom it i» the efFufion 
of fpleen, vexation and diflatisfadlion 
with life, arifing from caufes neither 
laudable nor juftifiable. There are 
chiefly three claffes of men who arc 
\liable to this difeafe of the mind: the 
idle ; the luxurious ; the criminal. 

A 3 Firfi, 
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^1 H¥. Firfiy This w^arinefe of life it aftcri 
^^_^^ ibund among the idle : perfons common- 

.. ly in eafy ckcumftances of fortune, wl*o 

' . sire not engagf d in any of the laboridus 

occupations of the wor^ji, aqd who -are, 

at the fame time, without energy of mind 

,,tD call them forth- into any other line of 
adlive exertion. In this languid, or ra- 
ther torpid ftate, they have fo many va- 
cant hour«, and are fo much at a lofs 

. how to fill up their time, that their fpi* 

^ . rits* utterly fink ^ they become burdei- 
fbme to themfelves, and to every one 
around them ; and drag with pain the 
load of exiftence. What a convincing 
proof is hereby afforded, that man was 
defigned by his Creator to be ai^ aftive 
being, whofe happinefs is to be found 
not merely in reft, but in occupation 
and purfuit ? The idle are doomed to 
fuffer the natural punifliment of their 
inadtivity and folly; and for their coju- 
plaintSj of the tirefomenefs of life liiere 
is no remedy but to awake from the 
dream of flotji, and to fill up with pro- 
per 



Men*} being iveary t>f Life, J 

per employmenl themiferable vacancies 8E RM, 
of their days. Let them ftudy to be- u..,^.^ 
come ufeful to the world, and they 
Ihall foon become lefs burthenfome to 
themfelvcs. They ftiall begin^ to enjoy 
exiftence ^ they (hall reap the rewards 
which providence has annexed to vir- 
ti(otis aftivity j and have no more cauie 
to fay. My foul is weary ^f my Ufe^ * 

Kexty T HTB luxurious and the diffipatpdl 
form another clafs of men, among whom 
fuch complaints are ftill more frequent. 
With them they are Jiot the fruit of idle* 
nefs. Thefe are men who have beeq. 
bufied enough ; they have run the whole? 
race of pleafure; but they have run it 
with fuch inconiSderite fpeed, that it 
terminates in wearinefs and vexation of \ 

fpirit. By the perpetual courfe of diffipa- 
tion in which they are 'engaged j by the 
cxceffes which they indulge > by die rio- 
tous reveU and .the midnight pr rather 
morning hours to which they prolong 
their feftivity; they hayc debilitated 
; • ; their 
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S E R M, their bodies, and worn qut their ipiritt# 
Satiated with the repetition of their ac« 
cuftomed pleafares, apd yet unable to 
find any;ixew ones in their place ; wan* 
^dering round and round their forintr 
hau»ts of joy, and ever returning dis- 
appointed; weary of themfelves, and of 
all things about them, their fpirits^are 
oppreied M^ a deadly gloom, and the 
complaint burfts forth of odious lifeand 
« ^piiferable world. Never are theie 
complaints more frequent than at the 
clo^ of roiind$ of amufenKnt, and alfter 
« long repetition of feftal pleafures; 
wh^n thefpifits which had been forced 
up, as by fooie intoxicating drug, to an 
unnatural height, fubfide-into profound 
deje<3:ion* What inqreafes the evil fs, 
that it is not among the infirm and tho 
aged, but among the young, the gay,, 
and the profperous, who ought to be 
reputed the hapipieft men, that this 
diftafte of life looft frequently prevails « 

Whin peribns of this de&riptkn, in 
th^ir pe^viih and fplenetic hours, ex<- 

• • daimi 



MerCs being weary of Life. 7 

claim. My foul is weary of my Jife^ IctdERM. 
them know, let them be aflurcd, that u.^^^ 
this is rto other than the judgment of 
God overtaking them for their vices aniS 
follies. Their complaints of mifery ari 
entitled to no compaffion ^ nay, they ate 
finfbl, becaufe they arife from* a finful 
caufe ; from a mind broken and debafed 
by luxury and corruption . They are Ac 
authors of their own mifery, b)f having 
thrown away on the follies of the world 
thofe powers which God had beftowed 
on them for nobler ends. — Let them re- 
turn to the duties of men and chri^ians. 
Let them retreat from frivfelity, and ab- 
ftain from excefs. Let them ftudy tem- 
perance, moderation, and felf-command. 
By entering on a virtuous and manly 
courfe of aftion, and applying to the ho- % 
nourable difcharge of the ftinftions of - 
their ftation, they wiH acquire different 
views. They will obtain more real en- 
joyment 9f life, and become more will- 
ing to prolong it.— But, after the 
warnings v^ich Go^ has given t^em of 
' their 
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S E R M. their mifbchaviour by the inwtrd mifcry 
i^- J-^ they fi^fFer, if they ftill continue . to 
ruii the fame intemperate rou^, and to 
4rain p)$afure to the lad dregs» it (hall 
come to paf$, that they who now con- 
temn life, and are impatient; of its con- 
tinuance, ihall be the perfons moft^a- 
ger to prolong it. When they behold 
itf in reality drawing towards a clofe, 
and are obliged too look forward to 
what is to come after it, they (hall be 
rendered awfully ftnfible of its value* 
They will then grafp eagerly at the fly- 
ing hours ^ anxious to ftop them if they 
could, and to«mploy every moment that 
femains in reparing their paft errors, and 
in making their peace if poffible, with 
God and heaven. According as they 
bavefqwrij they npw reap. They are re- 
duced to eat th^ fruit of, their own ways, 
and to be filled with their own devwes^ 

There remains ftill a third cla^s oi^ 
^ofe who frpm dsfcpntent ate become 
We^ry of li^i^uch as have embittered it 
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tQ themfelves by the confcioufnefs ofsERM. 
criminal deeds. They have been, per- 
haps, unnatural to their parents, or 
treacherous to their friends ; they have 
violated their fidelity i haveenfnaredind 
ruined the innocent ; or have occafioacd 
tjie death of others. There is no won- 
der that fuch perfons fliould lofe their 
rclifh for life. To whatever arts they 
may have recourfe for procuring a de*' 
ceitful peace, confdence wili at times 
exert its native power, and fhake over 
them its terrific fcouirge. The internal 
mifery they endure has fometimcs arifen 
to fuch a height, as has made them terr 
minate, vy^ith their own hands, an ex- 
iftence which they felt to be infupport- 
able. — To the complaints of fuch per- 
' fpns no remedy can be furnifhed, cx-^ 
cept what arifes from the bitternels q6 
iincere arid deep repentance. We car? 
do no more than exhort them to atone 
as much as is in their power for the 
Avils they ha^ve iromiyitted ; and to fly 
to the di?ine mercy through .|efu^ 

Chrift 
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s E R Bl Chpifl: for pardon and forgivenefs. Let 
us now. 



n. Torn to periens of another defcrip- 
tion, and confider the ientlment in. the 
text as extorted by fituations of diftrefs. 
Thejfe are fo varioufly multiplied in tht 
tirorld, and often fo oppreflive and hea- 
vy^ that afTuredly it i$ not uncommon 
to hear the affli£ted complain that they 
are weary ef life^ Their complaints, 
if not always! allowable, yet certaii>}y 
are more excufable than thofe which 
flow from the fources of diflatisfadion 
already mentioned . They arc fuflfcrers, 
not fo much through their own mifcon- 
dufi:; as through the appointment of 
Providence ; and therefore to perfons in 
^s jGtuation it may ibem more needful 
Itof oflfer confoktion, than to give ad- 
monition* However, as the evils which 
produce this impatience of life are of 
£Arent (brts, a diflindtion muft be 
made as to the iituaiiens which (an mofl ^ 
etcuft it. 

SoM£TIMB$;i 



MerCs hang weary ^Life. 1 1 

^ SoMfeTiMESj the exclamation in the S E HjKfw 
text may be occaiioned by deep and u^nr^ 
overwhelming grief- \Yhen they whom 
we had moft afieditnately loved^ and 
ID whom we had placed the felicity of 
Qur days» are taken Way^ our cohnec« 
tion with life appou's to be diilblved. 
^* Why fhould wc furvive thpfc to 
** whcxn our fouls were tied ? Would 
<^ to God we. had died before them ! 
^* Now when they are ^one, all plea- 
^< fure and hope is gone as to us. Tol 
'^ ui the fun no longer fhines with his 
-** ufual brightnefs. No longer cheer- 
^^ fiilnefs invefts the face of nature. On 
«f every obje<a a &d gloom appears tQ 
** reft ; and every employment of life is 
^* become an oppreffive burden/' With 
the feelings of thofe who are thus dif- 
trefled wc naturally iympathife. They, 
are frequently the feelings of the moll, 
virtuous 4ind amiable minds : And yet 
fuch perfonsmuft be tbld» that grief 
may be indulged fo il^ as to become im- 
tnoderate and improper^ There, are 

bounds 
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8 ERM. bounds which preftribed to it both by 
1^^^^:^^ reafon and by religion. A Chriftiail 
ought not to mourn like tbofe ivbo have no 
X hope. While hefeel«his borrows as a man, 
be ihould alfo ftiidy to bear ihem like a 
man, with fortitude ; 4md not abandon 
himfelf to feeble aad fruitlefs melancho-- 
ly. Let him haVe recourie to a ftre- 
nuous difcharge of the duties of his fta^ 
tion, and coniider it as incumbent on 
him to make the beft improvement that 
he can of thofe comforts which Provi-» 
dence has ftill left in his pofieflion* 

Ag AiN i it fometimes happen^ that, 
apart from grief, great reverfes of world- 
ly fortune give rife to the lamentation 
in the text. This was the cafe with Job 
himfelf. A fudden fall frpm opulence 
into indigence and want ; forae»undefer- 
yed difgrace incurred, or fojnp unexppd:-. 
cd cloud thrown owv former reputation 
^nd fame i the unkindiiefs and defer tion 
of friends, or the in(olent triumph i)f e- 
nemies, are apt to over^vrhelnib the minds 
^ mtn with gloom, and to reduce thsxr\ 

tQ 
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to ht \(reary of life, t'o perfons Under S E RM- 
iuch Calamities, fympathy is due. That ^^^^-.^ 
fympathy, however, will be proportion- 
ed to the degree in which wc confidei* 
^em as free from blame in the misfor- 
tunes w|;iich they fufFer. As far as> 
through their Own mifcdnduft and vice, 
they have been the authors to themfelves 
of thofe misfortoines, we withdraw our 
pity 4 The burthen wiiich they have 
brought on themfelves we leave them . 
to hear as they «an 5 and with little con- 
cern we hear them exclaim that their 
fouls are weary of life. ^ — Not only ib, but 
even iii cafes where calamities hane fallen 
on the innocent, to the pity which we 
feel for them will be joined a fecret con- 
tempt, if we perceive that together with 
, their profpcrity, their courage ind for-* 
titude have alfo forfaken them. To . 
abandop themfelv« to dejedtion carfiee ^ 
no mark of a great or a worthy piind* 
Inftcad of declaring that his faults weary 
ofhisHfi^ it becomes a brave and a good 
man, in the evil day, with firmnefs to 

maintain 
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8 E R M. maintain his poft*; to bear up againft tte 
v^^ry^j ftortri ; to have recourfe to thofe advan- 
tages which, in the worft of times, are 
always left to integrity and virtue; and 
never to give up the hope that bettei 
dajrs may yet arife. 

It is good for perfbns in fuch fitua- 
tions to remark that, though J<^ was 
for a long while fevcrely tried by a va- 
riety of diftrefles, yet his condition was 
not left finally unhappy^ On the con- 
trary, the goodnefs of that God whom 
he had ferved returned at laft, to (hine 
upon him with greater brightnefs than 
ever* His riches were reftored to him 
twofold. The loflcs in his family were 
repaired by a new offspring. His. name 
became again renowned in the Eaft ; 
and tke latter end of Job^ we are told, 
ttffr more bkffed than the beginning. 

But i^ill, it may be afked, will not"" 
the continuance of lonjg; and fevere dif-* 
eafc juftify tjie exclamation in the text. 
My foul is npeary of my life? Toperfons 

who 



"tiHbo are for&ken by all the blefHugs ofsfiRM. 
healthi^ and who have no profpcd: left, ^^^4xJ 
but that of lingering under ficknefs or 
pain> Job's cooiplaint may aifuredly be 
forgiven nK>re than to any others . Tho* 
it might be fuggefted to them, that 
even in old age and ficknefs, except in 
very extreme cafes, fome refources are 
always left, of which they may avail 
th«nfelves for relief; yet it muftbead-* 
mitted, that lawfully they may wiih 
their fufferings to be brought to an end, *" 
Still, however, they muii remember, 
that refignation to the pleafure of hea^ 
ven continues to be theirduty to the lail:. 
As long as any part remains to be adted, 
as long as their continuance in the world 
can ferve any' valuable purpofb^ it is • 
more honourable to bear the lead with 
magnanimity, than to give way to a que-* 
rulous and dejected fpirit. It remains, 

UK To addrefs myfetf to another er- 
der of moi,. among whcmi, thougkoiore 
rarely than among thofe whom I have 

defcribed. 
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S E fe M, defcribed, the fentiroent of 'the text is td 
^^^j^y^ be found. They are perfons who have 
no particulat- complaint to make ofthe 
injuftice of the world, or the affliftionsB 
of their ftate^ But they are tired of the 
vanity of the world, of its infipid en- 
joyments, and its perpetually revolving 
circle of trifl^ and follies. They feel 
-themfelves nwde for fomething greater 
and nobler. They are diigufted' and hurt 
With the fcedes'of wickidnefs that are 
** often paffing before their eyes. Their 
hearts arc Warmed with the thoughts of 
a purer and more perfeft exiftence de- 
iigned for man -, and in the moments of 
afpiration after it, the exclamation breaks 
forth. My foul is weary of my l^e.-^Otbat 
1 had wings like a dove I for then I would 
fly away and be at reji. Lo then I would 
wander far off, and remain^ in the wilder^ 
nefs^ I would hafieri my ef cape from the 
windy form and tempeji. For I havefeen 
^Menceandjtrifeinthecity. Wickednefs 
is in ike midjl thereof ^^ deceit and guikde^ 

'part 



Men^s being *weary of Life* 1 7 

part net from herjireets^ — In this views E R M, 
the fcntiment in the text may fometimes , ^* 
be that of a devout man. But fuch per- 
fons I muft admoniib^ that their devo* 
tion, how fincere however, is not alto- 
gether of a rational and chaftened kind. 
It was from this temper that, in former 
ages of the church, the numerous race 
fprung of anchorets, hermits, and all the 
various orders who voluntarily abandon- 
ed the world, to people the lonely defarts 
and the monaftic retreat. The ordinary 
courfe of things fcemed below them as 
candidates for heaven. The concerns of 
the world appeared unworthy of their 
attention, and dangerous to their virtue^ 
Breathing after a higher flate, they ima- 
gined that they could not abftfaA them- 
felve& too much from every earthly 
amufement, as long as they were forced 
to remain in this place of exile. ' 

Vot. IV. B Let 
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S E R M/ Let us beware of all fuch imaginaiy 
, refinements as produce a total difreliih 
of our prcfent condition. They are, for 
the mofV part, grafted either on difap^ 
pointed purfuits, or on a melancholy and 
fplenetic caft of mind. They are far 
from contributing to happincfs, and are 
incorififtent with all the adiive virtues of 
riian. This life deferves not indeed to 
be put in competition with that bleflcd 
immortality to which God has raifed our 
^opcs. But fuch as it is, it is the gift 
of God. It is the fphere in which his 
wifdom has placed us, and appointed us 
to aft our parts. As long as it lafts, we 
muft neither flight the duties which it 
requires, nof undervalue the innocent 
efijoymcnts which it offers. It belongs 
to a man to live among men as his bre- 
thren ', which he who declares himfelf 
weary of life i^ not qualified to do with 
propriety^ 

Thus I hafvc placed before you, in 
various vicws^ the fcntiment in the text ; 

and 
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And have ihewn fai what circumftances, S E RM* 
and from what caufes^ that difrelifh of ^J^\^^ 
life arifes which is often found among 
mankind. On a review of the whole, 
we cannot but acknowledge, that it is 
oftencr to be afcribed to our own vices 
and follies, than to any other caufe^i 
Among the multitudes in the world, to 
%hom at this day life is bui^denfome, the 
far greater number is of thofe who have 
rendered it fo to themfelves. Their idle- 
nefs, their luxury and pleafures, their 
criminal deeds, their immoderate paf- 
fions, their timidity and bafenefs of mind, 
have dejedted them in fuch a degree, as 
to niake them weary of their exiftencev 
Preyed upon by difconterit of their own 
creating, they complain of life when 
they ought to reprehend themfelves. 

Various afflidions there doubtlefs are 
in the world -, many p6rfon$ with whom 
we have caufe to fympathife, and whom 
we might reafonably forgive for Wifh- 
ing death to clofe their forrows. But of 
the evils which embitter life, it muft be 
B z a4nuttcd. 
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s £ R M. adinitted> th^t the greater part is fuch ^ 
^ _^'_ , ^ we have brought on ourfclves ; or at leaft 
fuch as, if we were not wanting to oar* 
felves, might be tolerably fuppertcd^ 
When We comjjoite the numbers of thofe 
who are difpofed to fay. My foul is weary 
of my life^ fome there are to whom this 
fentiment is excufeable j but many more 
among whein it- is in no way juftifiablc, 
I admit that/ afnorig the worthieft and 
the beft, there may be dark moment* 
in which fome feeling of this na ture may 
be apt to intrude upon their minds. But 
With them they are only moments of 
occafipnd and paffing gloom. They 
foon recall the vigour of their minds i 
and return with fatisfskftion to the dif- 
charge of the duties, and to a participa^^ 
tion of the enjoyments, of life. 

One gi-eat caufe of men's becoming 
w6ary of Kfe is grounded on the mifta- 
keri Views of it which they have formed, 
and the falfe hopes which they i^vc en^ 
tertained from it, They have expedteda 
fcieUe of enjoyment | and when they meet 

with 
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with difappointments and diftreffes, they S E R M. 
complain of life, as if it had cheated and ^^..^.J^.^ 
betrayed them- God ordained np fuch 
pofleffion for man on eartli as continued 
pleafure. Forthe wifeft purpofes he de- 
figned our ftate to be checqucred with 
pleafure and pain. As fuch let us receive 
it, and make the beft of what is doomed 
to be pur lot. Let us rcpiain perfuaded, 
jthat fiipple and moderate pleafures are 
aljvays the beft; that virtue and a good 
ponfcience are the fureft foundations of 
enjoyment; that he wto ferves his God 
and his.Saviour with the pureft intenti- 
onsi and governs his paffions vA^ the 
grtateft care, \% likely tp lead the happicft 
life. Following thefc principles, we fhall 
meet with fewer occafions of being wea- 
ry i>f life; we ftiall alway find fome fa- * 
tisfedtions mixed with its croffei ; and 
fhall be enabled to wait with a humble 
and contented mind till the Almighty, in 
his appointed time, finifh our ftate of tri- 
fil, and remove us tea mprebleffed abode. 

SERMON 
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On Charity as the End of the Com« 

MANDMtNT. 



I Timothy i. c. 




Ubw thi end of the commandment is charity^ 
out of a pure hearty and of a good conf(t\ 
ence, and of faith unfeigned. 

IT appears from this chapter^ that one 
defign of the Apoftle, in writing tp 
Tinaothy, was to guard him againft cer- 
tain corruptprs of Chriftiandoftrine, who 
had already ariftn in the church. Tp 
their falfe reprcfentations of religion he 
oppofes that general view of it which is 
given in the text. Su^h fummarics of 

religion 
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religion frequently occur in the iacred S E R M^ 
writings ; and arc extremely ufcfuL By it^ ^.jl^ 
the comprehenfivc energy with which 
they exprefs the great lines of our duty, 
they both imprint them on our memory, 
and bring them home to our confcience 
with force. In the progrefs of this dif^, 
courfe, I hope tp make it appear^ that 
the words of the text aiFord a moil en- 
larged and inflxudtive view of religion 
in all its chief parts. 

Th^ Appijle pronounces ci^arity to be 
the end or fcope offAe commandment^ that 
is, ctf the Uw of God. At the fame time, 
in order to prcvept paiftakes on this moft 
important fubjedt, he fubjoins to charity 
certain adjundls, as neceflary to qualify 
it^ and to i'ender the ChrifUan charadter 
cojnpletc. Thefe axe the pure heart, the 
gwd confcience f m^ faith mfeigned. In 
treating of thefe, I fhaU ihew the naturg 
pf their connexion with charity, and the 
importanct of their bcjng always united 
with it, 

the 
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s E R M, The end of the commandment is charity. 

^^^.^^ Charity is the fame with benevolence or 
love; and is the term . uniforoily em- 
ployed, in the New Teftament, to denote 
all the good afFedions which we' ought 
to bear towards one another. It coniifts 
not in fpeculative ideas of general bene- 
volence, floating in the head, and leaving 
the heart, as fpeculations too often do, 
untouched and cold- Neither is it con- 
fined to that indolent good nature, which 
makes it reft fatisfied with being free 
from inveterate malice, or ill-will to our 
fellow-creatures, without prompting us 
to be of fervice to any. True charity 
is an aftive principle. It is not proper^ 
ly a fingle virtue; but a difpofition re- 
fiding in the heart, as a fountain whence 
all the virtues of benignity, candour, for- 
bearance> generofity, compaflion, land li- 
berality, flow, as io many native ftfeams. 
From general good will to all, it extends 
its influence particularly to thofe with 
whom we ftand in nearcft conneftion, 
and who are direftly within the fphere 

of 
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of our good offices. From the cx)uhtry s E R M, 
or commnmty to which we belong, it ,.Ji^^ 
defcends to the fmaller aflbciations of 
neighbourhood, relations, and friends ; 
and fpreads itfclf over the whole circle 
of focial and domeftic life. I mean not 
that it imports a promifcuotis undiftin- 
guifhing afFciStion, which gives every 
man an equal title to our love. Cha-- 
rity, if we fliould endeavour to carry it 
fo far, would be rendered an impracti- 
cable virtue, arid would refplve itfelf 
jinto mere words, without afFedting the 
heart. T^rue charity attempts not to Ihut 
ouf eyes to the diffinftion betfi^een good 
and bad men .; nor to warm our hearts 
equally to thofe who befriend and thofe 
whp injure us. It referves our efteem 
for good men, and our complacency for- 
pur friends. Towards our enemies it 
infpires forgivenefs and humanity. It 
Breathes univerfal candour, and liberali- 
ty of fentiment. It forms gentlenefs of 
temper, and diftates affability of man- 
ners. It prompts correfpohding fympa- 

thies 
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s E R M. thics with them who rejoice and them 
^....,^^ who w<^p- It teaches us to flight and 
defpife no man. Charity is the comfort-^' 
cr of the afflidted, the proteftor of the 
opf^efled, the reconciler of diiFerenccs, 
the interceflfor for offenders. It is faith-r 
fulnefs in the friends public fpirit in the 
magiftrate^ equity and patience in the 
judge, rnoderation in the fovereign, and 
loyalty in the fubjeft. In parents it i% 
care and attention; in children it is re- 
verence and fubmiflion. In a word, it 
is the foul of fixial life. It is the fun 
that enlivens and cheers the abodes of 
men, . It is like the dew of Hermon, lays 
the Pfalmift, and the dew that defcmdeih 
on the mountains of Zion^ where the Lord 
. commanded theblejjing^ even life for ever-^ 
more^^ 

Such charity, fays the text, is theend( 
of the commandment. Tl^is aflfertipn of the 
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ibgpflle is undoubtedly confonant to all s % R M. 
that reafbn can fuggcft on the fubjeft of ^^...^^.^^ 
religion. For, on confid^ring the nature 
tff the Supreme Being, reafon gives us 
much ground to believe/ that the chief 
defign of all the commandments which 
Jie has given to men^ is to promote their 
happinpfs, Independent and felf-fuffici- 
pnt, that Suprenie Being has nothing to 
exad from us for his own intereft or fe- 
licity. By pur fcrvices he cannot be 
benefited, nor by our pfFences injured. 
Whpn he created the world, it was be- 
nevolence that moved him to confer 
cxiftence. When he made himfelf 
known to bis creatures, benevolence in 
like manner moved him to give them 
Jjtws for their conduft. Benevolence is 
the fpring of legiflatipn in the Deity, as 
much as it was the motive of creation. 
He iffued his commands on earth o;i • 
purpofe that by obedience to them, his 
creatures might be rendered happy 
among themfelves in this life, and ' , 
i be prepared for greater happinefs 
iii another. Charity, efpecially when 
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s E R M. joined with purity, good confciencc, and 

^^1 ^ ^ faith, is ohvioufly the great inftrument 

for this purpofe; and therefore muft 

needs poflefs the cjiief jind primary place 

in the laws of Gpd, 

Accordingly, thrpughout jthc New 
Teftamcnt, it is unifoijjily pref? nted tQ 
ujs in fhe fame light in which it is placed 
by the tex|:. '^\m is known to all who 
have any acquaintance with the facred 
. books. Charity is termed the fulfilling of 
the latDi and the bond of perfeSlnefs. It 
was aflumed by our blefled Lord as the 
charaderiftical diftindtion of his difci- 
ples; and in that magnificent eulogiuni 
which the Apoflle Paul pronounces 
Upon it, in the thirteenth chapter of the 
firft epiftle to the Corinthians, it is ex- 
. preflly preferred by him Xo faith and 
hope. This deferves to be ferioufly 
confidered by thofe who are apt tp 
undervalue charity, as an appendage 
of what they contemptupufly call Mo- 
' rality; while they confine true reli- 
gion to fome favourite tenets and obfetr 
\fiuices of their own, which" they confi- 

der 
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der as comprehending die fum of what s B R m, 
is acceptable to God. Suchperfontffhow ^^.^..^^ 
themfelvcs profoundly ignorant of the 
nature of religion, and niay too often be 
fufpefted "of being ftrangers to its influ- 
ence. For, as the apefftle John reafons. 
He that loveth not his brother^ whom he 
hath feenj how can he love that God whom 
he hath not feen'^ F 

At the fanie time, while I afcribe to 
tharity that high place in the fyftem of 
teligiort, which juftly belongs to it, I am 
not to be underftood as confining all re- 
ligion to this difpofition alone. With 
touch wifdom and propriety, the text 
hath annexed to it certain adjunfts, 
Without which neither the charadler of a 
gdod man can be completed, nor charity 
itfelf exerciled toadvantage. To the con- 
fideration of thefe I now proceed ; and 
1 enter the more readily on this branch 

of 
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s £ R M.nf the fubjed:^ as there is ground to be^ 
K^,..,^ lieve, that many pretend to poflefs cha- 
rity, without properly underflanding its 
nature and efficacy. There h^s been aU 
ways an unhappy tendency among men 
to run to extremes, on one fide or other, 
in matters of religion. As one fet of 
men, who employ all their ze^ on right 
belief, are prone to undervalue good 
practice : fo another fet, who wilh to be 
eileemed rational Chriftians, are inclined 
to reft the whole of their duty on chari- 
table deeds, while they overlook cer- 
tain diipofitions and habits wliich ought 
always to accompany them. It is there- 
fore of importance, that the miftakes of 
both thefe claffes of men (hould be redi- 
fied, in order that religion may be held 
forth to the world in its complete form, 
and in its full and undiminifked luftre. 

The firft qualification of charity 
ppinted out in the text is purity; charity 
out of a pure heart. Purity includes the 
virtues which belong to the individual, 

.confidered 
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Confidered in himfclf, and with refpe<9t s E R M. 
to the government of his defires and 
pleafures. It hath its feat in the heart; 
but extends its influence over fo much 
of the outward conduft, as to form a 
great and material part of the character. 
They are only the pure in hearty we arc 
told by our Saviouf, who can fee God*. 
It is alfo true, that they are only the pure 
in heart who can properly difchargc their 
duties tb wards mankind. Inordinate love 
of pleafure, intemperance, fenfuality, 
and a courfe of irregular life, are incon- 
fiftent, not .only with the general cha- 
rafter of a good man, but ajfo with the 
peculiar exercifes of charity and bene- 
volence. For nothing is more cer- 
tain, than that habits of licentious in- 
dulgence contribute to ftifle all the 
good affedtions; to harden the heart; 
to nouriih that felfiih attachment to 
our own^ vitious pleafures which ren- 
ders us infenlible to the circumftan- 

ces 
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s £ R M. ces and wants of others. A profligate 
i,.....^!^ man is feldom found to be a good huf- 
band, a good father, or a beneficent 
neighbour. How many young perfons 
have at firft fet out in the world with 
excellent difpofitions of heart ; generous, 
charitable, and humane y kind to their 
friends, and amiable among all with 
whom they had intercourfe ? And yet 
how often have we feen all thofe fair 
appearances unhappily blafted in thepro- 
grefs of life, merely through the influ- 
ence of loofe and corrupting pleafures ; 
and thofe very perfons who promifed 
once to be bleflings to the world, funk 
down, in the end, to be the burthen and 
nuifance of foiciety ? The profufion of 
expe nee which their pleafures occafion, 
accounts in a greatt meafure for the fatal 
reverfe that takes place in their charac- 
ter. It not only drains the fources 
whence the ftreams of beneficence fhould 
flow, but often obliges them to beconac 
oppreflive and cruel to thofe whom it was 

their 
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tbeir duty to have patronifed and fup- S E R M, 
ported* u^v^ 

Purity of heart and condudl muft 
dierefbre be held fundamental to charity 
i|p41o^^/^s well as. to general piety and 
irirme. The licentious, I know, are rear- 
dy to imagine, that their occaiional deeds 
of bounty'and liberality will atone for 
many of their private diforders* But, 
befides that fuch plans of compenfation 
for vices, by fome fuppofed virtues, are 
always fallacious, the licentious may be 
affured, that it is an appearance only of 
charity, not the reality of it, to which 
they caii ky claim. For that groat vif^ 
tuc confifts not in occaiional anions of 
humanity, in fits of kindnefs or compaf-^ 
fiorf, to which bad men may be prompted 
by nattfral inftind: ; but in the fteady and ^ 
regular-exercife of thofc good afFed:ion?> 
and ttie difcharge of thofe important' du- 
ties towards others, for which the licen- 
tious are int great meafure difqualified. 
Their criminal propenfities direA thck 
incliriations to very diflferewt'objefts and 

YoL. IV. C • purfuits ; 
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yE/R:ja.-jTii!^uite:; >3ndioftx3i jcktenxutte fhomio 
* ^ facrifice the juft rights of others, iovxMh 
^imcs ^ fecrifice the -rpcacc und thfe. re- 
^idsdioQ^dflise iimoc^nt> to {hccgcatsfi^ 
Icztim^isfihGkcjp^fftom. !Sizch:i3 the pcrs 
-iixdous yiAfiffinde which .dibid^ae o£fjtar- 
?ftffB ^has -on Ae -godd^ualitics <if its; 4c>- 
-iz6tai»t)taaries. The iriipiareheartdfl like 
.the ftagiHKnt and putrifyiog 'hke, which 
-^rtds^rth its .poifonous. exhalations 4> 
'comtpt iand wither every plant that 
qgrows on'its baiUs^s. 

-CSiarity^ inrth:e>t:ext, is, that it be-^^ 
"igoad'conjcience. 'fijrthis I underflamd- the 
iftfpisftle to racan^ th»t charity htt in f iili 
fcdf|fiitency'with juftice and integrity; j? 
' ithatihc confdence of the raim T54tt) pur- 
tpDfes'tcrrpcrfoipi adioEDs of benevdlencc, 
Itef^ee^^fcomr the reproach oFTiaving'ne- 
-gteaied the ^primary duties of taquity, 
F^, uisfoubtedly, julliceis^a virtue: piSh 
irft^^to diarity ^ that is, it maft go -bd- 
^for^ it ih'all its exertions. dQneiiulft^firft 

da 
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flp jujily jbefore he can pretend. that hp S E R M. 
loves mercy s, — rReligion, my.friends, iripr- \ ^L ^ 
der to render it ufeful, to mankind, muljt ^ 
be brought down by its teachers from the 
fublimity of fpeculation to the funftions 
^nd occupations of grdinary life. It is 
jny duty to admoniih you, that.yqu muft, 
in the firft place, be fair in all your deal- 
ings with others ; you muft difcharge the 
debts you owe ; you muft pay the waWs 
due to your fervants and dependents; 
you muft provide for your own fepiily, 
ijind be juft to the claims of relations ; 
thenj^apd then only, you Q^n^ from a good 
conjctetice^ as the text enjoins, perform 
afts of gencrofity and mercy. 

This leads to a reflection which herq 
deferves our attention ; that, in or^jtr to 
fulfil that charity which is the end of the 
commandment y oeconomy, and good order 
in private life, ought to be carefully ftu- 
died by ,*11 ChriftiajM. This is more 
clofely conneded with a good confcience^ 
than many feem inclined to admit, Oe- 
conomjf* when prudently apd tempepte- 
C 2 ', ly 
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s E R M. ly 9onduQedy is the fafeguard of mahy 
',^^..J;^ virtues ; and is m a: particularr manner 
favourable to this exertions of. benevo- 
lence. He who by inconiiaefite coh- 
dudi is injuring his circumftances, will 
probably in time lofe tne inclination, and 
/ certainly'^i&depllviftghimlelf of the meari^ 

of being i^rviceabfe to his brethreru 
Some important exertions, indeed, therd 
are of charity, which liave no connec- 
' tioh witn giVmg Or beitowing..Cahdour,r" 
forgivenefs> gentlenefs, and fympatmr, 
.ar^ due to our brethren at* alt tiihes, and 
in 6vefy li tuation of our own fortune r 
Irhe pdor have opportunities for difplay- 
i^^^ thefe Virtues, as' well is fhe'ricKl 
TThev who have nothing to give", .can 
ofteii af6)rd relief to others^ by impart- 
ing what they feel. Bfut, as far as be- 
neficence" Is included in charity, we 
ought jalways to remember, that juflicd 
riiuft, in the firftplaie, be held invio"- 
^ly facred. 

The i^ifd6m o/ fcfipf lire remarkably 

appears, in the. connexion pointed oUt 

* By the text between charity and good con-- 

J, fcience 
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fcience or intcjg;rity ; a connejcion which 1 5 ip R ^, 
apprehend is often not fittended to fp ^Jt^,^ 
muph as. it 4eferve§. Among; the frugal *"'' "^ 
And induftrious, greijf regard ^s .com- 
monly paid to.^ljftice^ '^hpv w\i\ not 
defraud. T^'h^cywill nQt't any un- 
lawfal adyantajB:e in tfi^ir dealings : 
^ncj; fatisfifd^Vith thi? dewee.of 
CQnfctence\ they are ftr^ngers to that 
charity, which is the end of the Qom^ 
mandment. They are hard and unfcel-* 
ing. They are rigid an^ fevere in 
tjieir dexnarujs, They ki\ow nothing of 
hunianity, forgiyenefs, pr compaffi'Qn.—- ?. 
/i?mong another clifs of men^ who Jiaye 
been more lib^raPy educ^te^i, and who 
are generally of a higherrankih life, juf- 
tice is apt to be confidered as a virtue lefe 
noble than charity ; ^pd which may, pn 
fome occafions be diipenfed with. They 
are hupi^ne perhaps, ^nd tender in their 
feelings. They are eafy ^to their depend- 
ents. They can be liberal, even to profu- 
fion. While, at the, fame time, they are 
accumulating debis, which they know 
themf?Ive? uijabW to difcharge. .Their * 

affairs 
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6'e i: itf^ affairs are aflowed to run into confufion. 

^_.\-,J (jTeconomy and good order arc negleftcd. 
The innocent, in great numbers, fufFer 
materially through their niifinanag*- 
irient: Arid all the while they aflunie 
to themfelves the praife of being gene- 
rous and gopd-nearted men, Thi§ furely 
. is not that charity which the Gofpel 
enjoins ; jind which, in its very eflencJe, 
^vc^ves gfiod cmfcience and integrity* 
He who pretends to do good to his^ 
brethren, without firft doing them jus- 
tice, cannot be accounted their real 
friend, 'frue charity is notameteoF| 
which occasionally glares ; but a lumi- 
nary, which, in its orderly ajid regular 
courle, diipenfes a benignant inilueric^f 

TitE third* and laft adjund conneAecJ 
inf. thp text with charity is, that it be of 
/(lUJi unfeigned. Fiaith> in the icripture 
fenie df it, includes the whole of religi- 
ous prmciples refpeding Cod, and ref- 
pedSiiig Chrift. Good principles, withr 
out good pradtice, I confeis, are nothing, 
they arc of no avail in the fight of^ 

God 
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nwoi . But pKwajce^ MIL foan^ki Qa. ^: . 
pii&fiipk \& Ukfii^. tfi lie alMs^p: uiafb^ 
bl}e< and «a'mrij9@:iL ^Bdi. then^Qi^c^ ikhcr 
f^bf of reHgito^ piind|d$8 eutf^^ for i. 
veiy GonfidcraUe i3Mre» in|bo tiar pr^ffir 
difi^hai^e of ^ifii dutijes c£ dhi^iit};^. 

it wiH^beadiadttoitibut^ Wiliii)ut.&^ 
oar du£ie$ tcy«viacds^ God cairiioC W^prai^ 
p^orfy peit&nted; Yait mdy ^ ai&i^d 
that )a9tir dutiss towards men wlU al^' 
ways greadrj fii£Ebr fioto tbe i^antof it. 
Fiddly when gfixre and< gtsouinev fii^pfolies 
to e«9sry jKirtof vxrtue^ and m pacticpkr 
to die virtue of dxin^y niaiiy .mdti^es 
a^ .aifi2(l:ancie^V cf which the i3id>oiJ)e- 
v^ is deftitdte. He who aidh from 
faith aiSiS upo&dte liigb prindpkiof re« 
g%td to iSaie God who ^th made li^am, 
aiid to dlie Sanripai; who redeems him; 
which will often fiimulate him to his 
duty when other pdndples of benevo- 
le»te become &mt aitd languid, or ^re 
CKpM by oppofite interefts. When he 

coniiders 
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s E R M. confiders himfelf a^ purfmng the appro^ - 
,^^,^^^^ bation of that dirkie^Beirig, fr6m whom 
love defeen(is, a facrcd enthufiafm both 
prompts, and confccrates, bis charitable 
difpofitions. Regardlefsof men, or of 
jhuman recompence, he is carried along 
by a higher impulfe. He ads with the . 
fpirit of a follower of the Son of God, 
who not only has enjoined love, but has 
enforced it by the example of laying 
down his life for mankind. ' Whatever 
he does in behalf of his fellow-creatures^ 
heconiiders himfelf as doing, infomede- . 
gree, to that divine Perfon, who .hath 
faid, Inafmuch as ye have done it unt^ 0m. 
of the leaji of thefe my brethren^ ye,jkm^ 
done it unto me^. Hence charity is with 
him not only a natral virtue, but a Chrif- ; 
tian grace. It acquires additional dignity 
and energy from being connected with . 
the heavenly ftate and the heavenly iij- . 
habitants. He mingles with beings of a 
higher of der, whUe he is difcharging his 

* Matth. xxv. 40. 
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^tyto his feUow^rifatitfes dtl'tafthr8fi'RM.' 
iand by joining fciith and piety to good ; 
works^ he completes the charaderof a 
Chiiftian. 

Thus I have endeavoured to ex^dtiA 
tiic foil fenfc of that comprehelkfive view 
of religion which is given in the text. 
I have (hown in what refpefts charity 
joined with the pure hearty the good con^ 
fcimce^ and faith unfeigned, fonnff the end 
of the commandment. Let us ever keep 
in view thofe eflential parts qf a virtuous 
charafter^ and preferve them in their 
proper union. Thitt fliall our religion- ' 
rife into a regular and well-^pfopoftioned 
edifice^ where each part gives firmmefe 
and fiipport to another. If any ona of 
thofe material parts ^be wanting, in ^ 
ftruftqre; ifj out of bur fyftem of cha-» 
rity, either purity, or juftice, x>r faiths 
be left, there will be cracks and flaw* 
in the building which prepare its ruini. 

This is indeed one of the greateft and 
moft frequent errors of mc;n> in their 

I moral 



4t Of Ckari^4^4k0 Bid, &c. 

s E R M. n^otetl €Qndu6b. Thcjr tiike holil of vk^ 
tftc 1^ piecca ami- C(»tiiers onljir; F*w 
ace fo depraved as to be without s[U &ti£^ 
of duty, and all regard to it. To» fpirte. 
moral qualities, which appear to them 
amiable ov eilkttabter ^^^dmA afl ffim hy 
ch!m I tt^oti thefediey reft their wordi, 
in their own eftimation, Btrt the& fiiat- 
tered pieces of virtue, hot uniting ifitd^ 
otte whole, isor Jfbimfinig ^ ccmfiftent dui*;^ 
ra^r, havena poweiful iafiaenco^ 
their general habits of 1^. F^om varibus^ 
Uii^f dfed qiiar^s th^y Ik open to 
fiiJiplatibA. Theif K^^aFefilUofG6ll- 
tradi^i<Hl| and per^tually flu^ace bie- 
t^;«*cn good and eva. Virtue catn nei- 
ther, rife toits nafitedigni^, nOr aera&i 
its' pi^opcr rewards, untilallks^chijef paii^tsr 
be joifted together in mt charaaer, and ^ 
C3^ert an equ?al' authority^ in regnlating 
oirr . conduft. 
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Oa mr Lxvn being inthd Hand of 
[Preached at the begmidng pfa New Tear.*!} 



Ji^ times art in. fhy kand»'—> 

THE Alii to r6H« 6v6i* oust hfeads, S ^ R jf» 
the fbdd that we rteceivfe, the relt Jl^ 
that tvie etijiojr, (My a&riohilh' tfs of a' 
ftrperidrptiWer, 6n whotniiie ittl£aibitftfl[f«? 
j^tfee eartir depeAcf for %hr, life, an^ 
ftlbdfteiKfd. Ifot a-s long as all tog^ 



* jaimar^ 6th> 1793. 



44 On our Lives being 

S E R M? proceed in their ordinary courfe ; when 
^^^' , day returns after day with perfeft fimi- 
ferity : ^ when our life feems Aationary, 
and nothing occurs to warn us of any ap- 
proaching change, the religious fenti- 
ments of dependence are apt to be fj>j-T 
gotten. The gre^t revolutions of time, 
when they come round in their ftated 
order, have a tendency to force fome inj-- 
preffions of piety even on the moft un- 
thinking minds. They both mark our 
cxifteuce on earth to be advancing to- 
wards its clofe, and exhibit our condition 
98 continually changing; while each rcr 
turning year brings along with it new 
events, and at the fame time carries us 
forwards to the conclufion of all, Wq 
cannot, on fuch occafloris avoid perceiv- 
ing, that there is a Supreme Being who 
holds in his hands th^ line pf our exiftence, 
gnd me^iur^s oijt to each of ,jis pur allot- 
ted portipn qf that line. Beypad a certain 
limit, we kno^y that it cannot be extend- 
ed; and long before it rea^h that limit it 
jpay be cut afundcr by an invifible hand, 

which 
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which is^^ftfetchedfortfidy^r all the inhai'S EK tA. 
fcitants .of the wofld. Then 'xiatura11|^ 
;irifes the ejaculation^ of the text, '^ 
times f " O God, dre in ihy ^hand. * * iVTy 
** fate dejieiidi^ on theJi. The duratian 
^^ bf rpy life, and all th^ 'events which 
^* in ffltyte days are to fill vc; ire' entirely 
** at thy (^ifpofal/'— ^tet tis'^riow, wheii 
we have' juft.feen one year cloie, and 
inothef Kegin, meditate ferioully on this 
fentimerit. Let us conlrder what is- im- 
plied in oiir times bein^ik the hand of God i 
and to what'improyenient this medka- 
lion leads* ^ ' ^ ; ^* 

Ttt£ text evidently implies, iirft, that 
bur times are not in our own hand 5 that, 
•as our continuancfe in life depends not 
c)n ouffclvts, fo the events which it% 
to happen, while life remains, are u%! 
known to as, and not under our own 
dif6<ftion. Of this we may behold ma- 
ny a proof, when we look back on the 
traniaftions of the year which is juft fi-^ 
niftied. RecoUeftion will readily prefent 

to 



s^M.to us X bwfy peciod, j6Ucd sp ?^ » 

W^ Jjavc tj^H^cclj p^rha^s; ,ai\d aftc^ 
piw4l, W'e ^avp 6in3Bp4 r^nany a ^j^ij; 
inpublwiiri;! privajtjc Ufe^ w^^hav^-jweq^ 
cnga^ina^vmctypf pw:fiiiite-. I^ctnjf; 
ppw afl^ haw fingll a propor^orirpf 2^ 
that has happencid Qojild h^ve bc^n/ore- 
fe/eii, or foretold by us? Hpw many 
things. have i)ccnrred, of which we had 
no expeftationi fomc,pjerhap.5ji thatihavc 
fu^ceded beyond avir .hop#s; ip^ny, 
alfo, that have befallen us contrary to 
our wifh ? How often were each of us 
Admoaiflicd that there ^re fecret wheels^ 
which, unfeen hy w, hr«jg about the 
revolutions of human affairs 5 apd that^ 
while.man was deviling. his way, Proyi- 
(^ncc was direjfting the event! 

That^fcene is now clofed. The tale 
of that year has-been told. We look for- 
ward Xo thcyc^r which is begiiuiibg;; 
and what do we behold there ?^=^A11» my 
brethren, isablank to, our Yiew^: A dark 

unknown 



ing on ^sax u»tried; /uAdiieovu^d woxuh- 
itryif where^ a$i€fiadh £iccbadimg:m0iidi 
iCXxD^et^or!99tard, ^new fc6|ies may ^petv; 
new objeds inayieiiga^icnir ^flOtciitioii^ 
changes at home or abroad, in public or 
W;private ^Saks, qipy dltpr the i^ole 
iffete nf our>fortiflBe:. ' dN«y CDiuwfticids 
niiy ibe^t handitothc^fiarraed; ;6r ..old 
-ones^ juft about to be 'diflEAsred ; .pcdiaps, 
,we aaaay have Kdlemibre'toido w 
^mobldt or widi OTjroof its CQnntt<9adft8s 
•we may betftanding on fhe iwirgc ofltimfc 
aand iife, and (»i tids .piint of ;pasSing 
•iflto'^^w Ire^pn bfMssdftence. Inihoi!!, 
*hte ^pfcrfpeQ: hefotcMs is full of >awTiil 
^ihiceftainty. Life afid dfekth, -proi|)«trhy 
^aiwiatkerfity, health and ficknefs, joy 
-and tFouble, lie in 'one ttridiftingtiifbAbte 
-rmCsy where our eye San^ckfory iKxtfaiilg 
ihrottghthe obfcurity Aat wmpsthem up . 
While iv is thus^Ofeftainthat£>«^r ^^*«wif 
-are not at our <y*^^iii%dfal, We vare 
■taught, -by ^ Ae^text, ^ Aat^hfey r'aipe ^ fike 



48 Cn our Lhes behig 

t^^U^handjofGodi /This may be coa6dered[ 
; in two vicws^ Our times arc ia the 
Jund of God, as a fiipreme Difpofer of 
events. They are in the hand of God 
as a GiKU-dian and a Father« 

■ ■ • ■ ^ l^ J 

Our times f' I fiiy^ are in the hoj^'vf 
God as a fupreme irxefiftible Rukr. AH 
that is to happen to ite in this and the 
fuccecding years dfoiir life,~*if any fiic*- 
ceibding years we ihall be allowed to fee, 
-**4ia&been foreknown and arranged by 
God. The firft vicwi under which hit- 
man affairs prifent themfelves to us, h 
that'of confufed.and irregular fucceffipn. 
»Thc events of the world feem thrown 
together by chance, like the billows of 
the fea, tumbling and tofljng over each 
other, without rule or order. All that 
is apparent to us is the fluftuation of hu^ 
man caprice, and the operation of hu- 
man paffion«. W* fee the ftrife of am- 
bition, and the efforts of ftratagem, la- 
bouring to accomiplife their feveral purr 
poles among t|^ - focieties of men . But 

\ it 
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it IS no more than the furfacc, the out- S E R Kf* 
fide of things, that we behold. Higher 
counfels, than it is in our power to trace, 
5re concerned in the tranfaftions of the 
world. If We believe in God at all, as 
the GoVerhbf of the uriiverfe,. wemuft 
believe that without his providence, no- 
thing happens on 6arth. He over-rules, 
at his plelfur^, the paffions of men. He 
behds all their defigris into fubfervifehcy 
to his decree. He makes the wrath of man 
to prdife him ; and refrains y in what 
meafure he thinks fit, the remainder of 
wrath J^ He brings forth in their courfe 
all the generations of men. When the 
tithe is come for their entering into light, 
they appear on the ftage 3 and when the 
time fixed for their difmiiiion arrives, 
he changes their countenance y and fends 
them away. The time of our appear- 
ing is now come, after our anceftors had 
left their place, and gone down to the 
duft. We are at prefent permitted to adt 
Vol. IV. D our 

* Pfalm Ixxvi. lo. 



50 On our Lives being 

S E R M. our part freely, and without conftraint. 

^.^.^^ No violence is done to our inclination 
or choice. But afluredly there is not a 
day of our life, nor an event in that day, 
but was forefeen by God. That fuccef- 
fion of occurrences, which to us is full 
of obfcurity and darknefs, is all light 
and order in his view. He fees from the 
beginning to the end ; and brings for* 
ward every thing that happens, in its 
due time and place. 

Our times are altogether in his hand. 
Let us take notice, that they are not in 
the hands either of our enemies, or of 
our friends. It is not in the power of 
man to {horten or to prolong our life, 
more or lefs than God has decreed. 
Enemies may employ craft or violence 
in their attacks ; friends may employ 
ikill and vigilance for the prcfervation of 
our health and fafety i but both the one 
and the other can have efFe<3: only as far 
as God permits. They work in fubfer- 
viency to his purpofe. By him they are 
held in invifibljs bonds. To the exer- 
tions 



in the Hand of God. 5 r 

tlons of all human agents he fays. Hi" S E R M. 
thertojhalt thou come^ and no farther, ui^L^ 

We are to obfcrve next, that our 
times are in the band of God, not only as 
an almighty Difpofer, but as a merci- 
ful Guardian and Father. We are by 
no means to imagine, that from race to 
race, and from year to year, God fports 
with the lives of fucceeding generations 
of men, or in the mere wantonnefs of 
arbitrary power, brings them forth, and 
fends them away. No ; if we have any 
confidence in what either the light of 
nature fuggefts to all men, or what the 
revelation of the gofpel has confirmed 
to Chriftians, we have full ground to 
believe, that the adminiftration of hu- 
man affairs is condud;ed with infinite 
wifdom and goodnefs. The counfels of 
the Almighty are indeed too deep for 
our limitted underftandings to trace. 
His path may often, as to us, be in the 
feay and his footjieps in the mighty waters^, 
while, neverthelefs, all his paths are 
D 2t mercy 



52 On our Lives being 

S IE. KM. mercy and truth. He who^ from the 
^Jl^^ bemgnity of his nature, crcdlcd this 
world for the abode of men ; He who 
furnifhcd it fp richly for our accom- 
modation, and ftored it with fo much 
beauty for our entertainment 5 He who 
fince firft we entered into life, hath fol- 
lowed us with fuch a variety of mer- 
cies, furely can have no pleafure in our 
jdifappointmcnt and diftrefs. H€ knows 
our frame : he remembers ive are dufi j 
and looks to frail man, we are ^ured^ 
vfithfuchpity as a father beareth to his 
children J^ To him we may fafely com- 
mit ourfelves^ and all our concerns ; as 

I to one who is beft qualified, both to di- 
redl the incidents proper to happen to 

' us in this world, and to judge of the 
time when it is fit for us to be remov- 
ed from it. 

^VEN that ignorance of our -future 
dcftiny in life, of which we fontetimes 

complain, 

*PfaImcUi, 13, 14. 
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^rompkin. Is a fignal proof of his good- SE RM. 
ncfs. He hides from us the view of v..^-v^ 
futurity, becaufe the view would be 
dangerous and overpowering. It would 
either difpirit us with vifions of terror, 
OT intoxicate us by the difclofure of 
fuccefs. The veil which covers from 
our fight the events of this and of fuc- 
. ceeding years, is a veil woven by the 
hand of mercy. Our times are in hif 
hand', and weliave reafon to be glad 
that in his hand they are kept, fliut 
out from our view. Submit to his plea- 
fiire as an almighty Ruler we muft, be- 
caufe wc cannot refift him* Equal rea- 
fon there is for trufting in him as a 
Guardian under whofe difpofal we are 
fafe. 

Such is the import of the text, that 
our times are in the hand oj God. Our 
times are unknown to us, and not under 
our own diredlion. They are in the 
hands of God as a Governor and Ruler ; 
in the hands of G_od as a Guardian and 
Father. Thefe feparat© views of the text 

require^ 
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S E R M. rcqpirCi on our part, fepar^tc improvc- 
.\„^.yL^ ments, 

Seeing our times are not in our own 
hand, feeing futurity is unknown to us, 
let us, firft, check the vain curiofity of 
penetrating into what is to come. Con- 
jedlure about futurity we often muft ; 
but upon all conjedtures of what this 
year is to produce, let us lay a proper 
reftraint. Let us wait till God fhall 
bring forward events in their proper 
courfe^ without wifbing tp difcover 
what he has concealed ; left, if the dif- 
covery were granted, we ftiould fee ma^ 
ny things, wjiich we would vfxih not 
to have feen. 

The moft common propenfitjr of 
mankind is to ftore futurity with what^ 
ever is agreeable to them ; efpecially in 
thofe periods of life when imagination 
is lively, and hope is ardent. Looking 
forward to theyear now beginning, they 
are ready to promife themfelves much 
from the foundations of profperity 
yrhich they have laid ; from the friend- 

fhip5 
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ihips and connexions which they have S E R M. 

TTT 

fecured -, from the plans of conduft ^,J!^^ 
which they have formed. Alas ! how 
deceitful do all thefe dreams of happi- 
nefs often prove ! While many are fay- 
ing in fecret to their hearts. To-morrow 
jhall be as this day and more abundantly ^ 
we are obliged in return to fay to them, 
Boaji not thyfelfof to-morrow y for thou 
knowejl not what a day might bring forth. 
I do not mean, that in the unknown • 
profpciQ: which lies before us, we fhould 
forebode to ottrfelves nothing but mis- 
fortunes. — May it be the pleafurc of 
Heaven that this year run on in a placid 
and tranquil tenor to us all I^—But this 
I fay, that in fuch forefight of futurity 
as we are allowed to take, wc may rec- 
kon upon it as certain, that this year 
fliall prove to us, as many paft have 
proved, a chequered fcene of fome 
comforts and fome troubles. In what 
proportion one- or other of thefe fhall 
prevail in it ; whether, when it ends, it 
fhall leave with us the memory of joys 
or of fofrows, islo be determined by him 

in 
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SE R M. in whole hands our times are. Our wif- 
^^ ^^ dom is, to be prepared for whatever the 
year is to bring ; prepared to receive 
comforts with thankfulnefs, troubles 
with fortitude ; and to improve both for 
the great purpofes of virtue and eternal 
life. 

Another important inftrudion 
which naturally arifes from our times 
not being in our own hands is, that we 
ought no longer to trifle with what it is 
riot in our power to prolong; but that 
we fhould make hafte to live as wife 
men ; not delaying till to-morrow what 
may be done to day ; doing now with all 
eur might whatever our handfindeth to do ; 
before that night cometh wherein no man 
work. 

Amidft the uncertainty of the events 
which are before us, there is one thing 
we have too much reafon to believe, 
namely, that of us who are now aflem- 
bled in this congregation, and who have 
feen the year begin, there are fome who 
fhall not furvive to fee it clofe. Whe- 
ther it fliall be you^ or you, or I, who 

(hall 



fin the HandofQod. 57 

fhall be gathered to puf fathers before SERM. 
the revolving year has finiflied its cpund, ^_^,-^^ 
God alone knows. Our times are in his 
hand: But to our place, it is more than 
probable that fome of us (hall have 
gone. Could we foretel the month, er 
the day, on which our change was to 
happen, how diligent would we be in 
fetting our houfe in order, and preparing 
ourfelves to appear before our Maker ? 
Surely, that ought to be prepared /or 
with maft care, concerning which we 
are ignorant how foon it is to take place. 
Let us therefore walk circumfpeStly and 
redeem the time. Let us difmifs thofe tri- 
vial and fuperfluous cares which burden 
or corrupt our life, in order to attend to 
what is of higheft importance to us as 
men and Chriftians • The beginning pf • 

each year fhould carry to us all a fblemn 
admonition of our foUy, in neglefting 
to improve fuitably the years that are 
paft. It fhould call up mifpent time 
into our view ^ and be like the hand 
coming forth upon the wall, in the days 

of 
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SERM.of Belfhazzar, and writing in legible 
1,,,.^^ characters over againft us, ** O man ! 
** thy days are numbered ; thou art 
^* weighed in the balance, and found 
«• wanting ; take care left thy kingdom 
** be on the point of departing from 
*^ thee/' 

When we confider, in the next 
place, that our times, as I before il- 
luftrated, are in the hand of God as a fo- 
vereign Difpofer, it is an obvious infe- 
rence from this truth, that we fhould 
prepare ourfelves to fubmit patiently to 
his pleafure, both as to the events 
which are to fill up our days, and as to 
the time of our continuing in this worlds 
To contend with him we know to be 
fruitlefs. The word that is gone out of 
his mouth muft fland. In the path 
which he has marked out for us, whe- 
ther it be fhort or long, rugged or 
fmooth, we muft walk. Is it not then 
the didtate of wifdom, that we fhould 
previoufly reconcile ourfelves to this 
Sovereign ordination, and bring our 
minds to harmonize with what is ap- 

pointecj 
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pointed to be our deftiny ? Let us for- s E R M. 
tify this temper, by recalling that re- ^.-.^^ 
flection of the wife man ^ Who knowetb 
what is good for man in this life ; all the 
days of his vain life v)hich hefpendeth as 
a /hadoii)?^ 

To enjoy long life, and fee many days, 
is the univerfal wifli ; and, as the wifli 
is prompted by nature, it cannot be in 
itfelf unlawful. At the fame time, fe- 
veral circumftances concur to temper 
the eagcrnefs of this wifh ; and to fhow 
us that it fhould always be formed un- 
der due fubmiffion to the wifer judg- 
, ment of Heaven. Who among us can 
tell, whether, in wifliing for the conti- 
nuance of many years on earth, we may 
not be only wiflhing for a prolongation of . 
diftrefs and mifery ?— You might live, 
my friesds, till you had undergone lin- 
gering rounds of fevere pain, from which 
death would have proved a feafonablc 
deliverance. You might live till your 
breafts were pierced with omny a wound 
from public calamities or private forro ws . 

You 
^EcclcC VI. 12, 
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S E R M. You might live till you beheld the death 
y^^^y-^ ofallof whomyouhadlovcd; tillyoufur- 
vived all thofe who love you ; till you 
" were left as defolate ftrangers on earth, 
in themidft of a new race, who neither 
knew you, nor cared for you, but who 
wifliedyouofFtheftage. — Of a nature fo 
ambiguous are all theprofpefts which life 
fets before us, that in every wifli we form,, 
relating to them, much reafon we have 
to be fatisfied that our times are in the 
hands of God, rather than our own. 

Th I s coniideration is greatly ftrength- 
encd when, in the laft place, we think of 
' God ading, not as a fovereign only, hut 
as a Guardian, in the difpofal of our 
times . This is our great confolation in 
looking forward to futurity. To God 
as a wife Ruler, calm fubmiffion is due ; 
but it is more than fubmiffion that be- 
longs- to him as a merciful Father; it is 
the fpirit of cordial andafRftionate con- 
fen t to his will. Unknown to us as the 
tirpts to come are, it fhould be fufficient 

to 
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to dur full repofe that they are known to SE R M. 
God. The day and the hour which are ^^ ' 
fixed in his counfels for our difmiffion 
from life, we ought to be perfuadcd are 
fixed for the heft ; and that any longer 
we fliould not wiih to remain. 

When we fee that laft hour drawing 
nigh, though our fpirits may be ccon- 
pofed oil our own account, yet, on ac- 
count of our friends and fatoilics, no 
little anxiety and forrow may be foine- 
times apt to take pofleffion bf the mind. 
Long we have enjoyed the comfort of 
their fociety, and been accuftomed to 
confider them as parts of ourfdves. To 
be parted from them for ever is, at any 
rate, a bitter thought ; but to the bitter- 
nefs of this, is over and above adjded the 
apprehenfion of their fuifering much by 
our death. We feave many a relation, 
perhaps may leave young children, and a 
helplefs family, behind us, to be expof-^ 
ed to various dangers, and thrown forth 
on an unfriendly world. Such virtu- 
ous anxieties often opprefs the tender 
and feeling heart at the clofing periods 

of 
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SE R M. oF life. — My brethren, look up to that 
t^ ^:^_^ God, in whofe hands the times of your 
fathers were •, in whofe hand the times 
of your pofterity (hall be. Recoiled:, 
for you comfort, the experience of 
ages. When were the righteous utter- 
ly forfaken by God in times paft ? Why 
ihould they be forfaken by him in 
times to come ? Well did he govern 
the world before you had a being in it : 
Well fliall he continue to govern it af- 
ter you are no more. No caufe have you, 
therefore, to opprefs your minds with^the 
load of unknown futurity. Commityour 
cares to a Father in heaven. Surrender 
your life, your friends, and your family, 
to that God, who hath faid, The children 
of his fervantsjhall continue 9 and their feed 
jhall be ejiablijhed before him*. — Leave 
thy jatherlefs children^ Iwill preferve them 
alive I and let thy widows truji in me*f, 

I HAVE thus fhown what the import 
is, and what the improvement fhould be, 

of 

* Pfalm cii. 28. f Jeremiah xlix. i u 
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of the dodrine of the text, that our times S E R M, 
are in the hand of God. It aflerts a fad, 
the truth of which can be called in quef- 
tion by none ; a fadl which, whether 
perfons have any fentiments of religion 
or not, is calculated to make aferiousim« 
preffion on every mind; efpeciallyat fea- 
fons when the revolution of years gives 
us warning that our duration on earth 
is meafured, and advances towards its 
period. To perfons who arc religioufly 
difpofed, who iludy to improve life to 
its proper purpofes, to do their duty 
towards God and man, and through the 
merits of their Redeemer to obtain grace 
and favour from Heaven, the dodlrinc 
of the text is ftill more important. A- 
mong them it tends to awaken impref- 
fions which are not only ferious, but, as 
I have fhown, falutary and comforting 
to the heart.-p-Thankful that our times 
are in the hand of a Sovereign, who is 
both wife and gracious, let us prepare 
ourfelves to meet the approaching events 
of life with becoming rcfignation, and 

at 
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gE rM. at the fame time with manly conftancy 
y,^.,.^,^ and firm truft in God. As long as it 
fhall plcafc him to continue our abode 
in the world, let us remain faithful to 
our duty ; and when it Ihall pleafe him 
to give the command for our removal 
hence, let us utter only this voice : ** In 
** thy hand, O my God, my times are. 
'* Thou art calling me away. Here I 
' am, ready to obey thy call, and at thy 
fignal to go forth. I thank thee that 
*' I have been admitted to partake fo 
*' long of the comforts of life, and to 
^* be a fpedlator of the wifdom g^dgood- " 
^' nefs difplayed in thy works. I thank 
** thee that thoti haft borne fo long with 
'my infirmities and provocations; haft 
allowed me to look up to thy promifes 
^' in the gofpel, and to hear the words 
** of eternal life uttered by my great Re- 
^^ deemer. With gratitude, faith, and 
hope, I commit my foul to thee. Lord^ 
now lettejl thou thy fervant depart in 
/' peace; for mine eyes havefeen thyfal-- 
* * vation. ' ' S uch are the fen timents with 

which 
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which every pious and good man fhotdd^B ^ M* ^ 
conclude his life. Such indeed are the \j^-,^ 
fentiments VPhich he ou^t to cany 
throughieyery part of life. With thefe 
may we begin, and with thefe conclude^ 
emry fiiccedding /ear which God (hsSBi 
think fit to add to Qur earthly esoftrnce f 
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On the Mixture of Bad Men with t^e 
Good in Human Societt. 



Matth. xiii# JO. 



taCt both grow together until the harvejt^ 

8 KH M. np^EnE parable, of which thefe words 
^ J '_^ JL are a part, contains a prophefical 
de&ription of the flate of die church. 
Our Lord prcdidls that the focieties of 
Ghriftian» wef e to be inicdted with per- 
fons qf loofe principles and bad difpoii-r 
tions> whom he likens to tares fpringing: 
tip among wheat. He intimates that 
there £hould ari£b fome whoTe officious 

zeal 
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jBcal would prompt thei defire of cxter- S E R M- 
minating immediately all fuch evil men i , 
but that this^ Were contrary to the de- 
figns of providence, and to the fpirit of 
Chriftianity ; that ^ Complete fcfparation 
was indeed to be made at laft betweeii 
the good aricj the bad; but that this fe- 
paration was to be dekyed till the end 
of the world, when, in the ftile of the 
parable, the ^^m fliould be entirely gd-^ 
thered out from among the naheat. Lit 
both gro^ together until the hfirveji. 

When we Jpok around us, nothing is 
more confpicQous in fh< iblte of the 
world, thai! that broad mixture of the 
religious and the impioiis, the virtuoite 
and the wicked, which We find taking 
place in every ibciety. Strong objec- 
tions ieem hence to arife igainft either 
the wifdom or goodnefs of divine Pro- 
vidence; efpecially when we behold bad 
men not only tolerated in the world, but 
occafionally exalted in their circumftln- 
ces, to the depreflion of the juft. Why, 
it will be (aid, if a Supreme Being exift, 
£ 2 and 



\ 
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S^B.R M. and 1? his juj[iicb rule the tiniverfc, does^ 
^Mi^^t,^!^^ allow iucli infemous peffons as the 
records itfhiftoiy often prefcnt, fo have 
a placb> and even to make a figure & 
his wond ? Why fleeps fte Sunder idle 
in his liand/ when it could? fb eafily Haffc 
diem ? What fliafl \^e think of one ^vhby 
having the power of extermiaating thciji 
ilways at his command, perrilits^ them 
#6 proceed vsrithout difturbancej n?yv 
fometimcs appears to look oh Jfeem ^Vitk 
complacency ?-^It becomes highly v^ror- 
thy of our attention to confider whaS an- 
fwer can be made to thefe objedlohis; 
tft inquire vsrhether any reafons can b<» 
, given that ferve to juftify this diipenfa- 
tion of Provicience, in allowingxa mix-- 
ture of bad men to continue on i3ie face 
of the earth untU the end of time* This> 
inquiry (hall make the fubjed of the 
,|>refent difcouffe, together with fuch re- 
fled:ions as naturally arife from furvey-^ 
kti^ the ftate of human afFairs. 

Bu^, before entering diredly on fuchr 

inquiry. 
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tice, j^fc^jt, i?i our efiirpjUMj^ja of yrho «^ , '^* 
the good, whe ace the had* we arc often 
jiv hazard of cqmiifti^tinf mifta^k<;s* Thoi 
re;|l fharaders qf mepjarp ^llS^'i' ^^If 
to God. They frequently depend Qi^th^ 
fecret and unfeeh parts of life. As in 
^udgin^ of ^jp()fclyeii^p.en are ^Iwjys 
partial, f? i? J'?dgin^.of oAefS. ^ey pfr 
t^frr, ^;i|X)ue|ifl^ impcrfeft it^qrmfr 
ftq^ wUp^ # ^ have p%red^ ^r ihg 
jafli prcjudi^^s which they have ^orin^ 

pf yjjm^ IP tbcjfe vyjbq a^q 'v^i^h l%aik 
ip ^i^fnt an^ ^H?f * ?"^ ^ exa|;gea 
^ ||ie fejjing^ of thQfea^ft whiqni 

i^^d v»»?<»fdQn^blc s49J<?fT Wf >?r it ^ft Ui 
t^ yipcjr<?gt ^?|l ef ibme t5 cxtir^tji 

from Jhe cartel ^jjl^pft W^V??? ^?y 9J?*^t 
^der as had t^^n, there is grpHn'4 to ap- 
ppejj^ljd ^i;, i^tcfid Q^nrp d^e W^at 
^^}^f^$^. S? rQgf|4:Qut.:^At ^-^qifi 

P?#sd \9 k 4^^^ Ite f |?H^,it«dc 
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tf EgM.of^ fiTofe and notorious finners arc now 
mixed with the followers of God and 
virtue. Let us proceed then to confider 
how far this is confiftcnt wirii the juf- 
tice and wifdom of the Governor of the 
Worlds 

It is a prinpiple in which all feriou^ 
and refledting perfons haye agreed> and 
which by many jirguments is coniirmed> 
that our prefent flate on earth is defighed 
t^p be a ftate of diicipline and improve- 
ment, in order to fit human nature for a: 
higher and better flatc which it is to at- 
tain hereafter. Now, this principle being 
once admitted, we fay, that the mixtur? 
of virtue and vice which here prevails, is 
calculated to anfwer this purpofe bettef 
than a more unmixed and perfedt ftat^ 
of fociety Would have done* ' 

For, iii th6 firft place, the crimes c^ 
the wicked ^iye occafion to the cxercife- 
0f many excellent difpofitioiis bf heart 
among the righteous. They bring forth 

aU 
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all the fuf&rifig virtues^ which otherwife S S R M^ 
-would hayc had no field 5 and by the ^^^!L^ 
cxerciie of which the human charadler is 
tried, and acquires Ibme of its chief 
honours. Were there, no bad men in the 
world to vex and diilrefs the good, th^ 
good might appear «i Uie light of harm* 
\€is innocence i but could have no op- 
portunity of difplaymg fidelity^ magna.- 
nimily, patience, and fortitude* One half 
of virtue, and not the leaft important 
half, would be loft to the world. In 
pur prefent imperfed ftate, any virtue 
which 18 never exercifed is in hazard of 
becoming extind in the human brcaft. 
If goodnefs cotiftantly progeeded in a - 
fmooth. and flowery path; if, meeting 
with no adveriaryto oppoieit, it wot 
furrounded 00 every hand with acclama* 
tion and praiiie, is. there no gtx>und to 
dread that it might be corrupted by va<^ 
nity, or might finl^ into indolence ? This 
dangerous calm muft therefore be inter^ 
rupted^. The waters muft be troubled, 
}eft they ihould Ibgnnte and putrify. 

When 



w. 
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, iog in nwaober* iai hicmfhf lA ]>ow«r> 
ifxiiii.^» not tfatt ProTi^eaoe.fwliimUiljr 
l^voMis them. No ; th^tmr ibl^rodfvr 
• time to pmfpcr, 4)at 4liey may fviSi 
Khf hi^defignis of be^veo* Tl^e^ «« 
emj^yftd a« ii^niieajbe m tibe ^mA ^ 
Oodjfipr>tfa» iiDfx&yeni^nf ef bis krfwti»» 
They ^rpihtTods'm!^ wSiieh te cfatT* 
me dse vtfti»n«* in <v^ i»T9^(t ijbni 
^«mii dangiBf»osi2in»Wr j it fpint them 
lar the day of adviec€ty« lad^tfa^ 
Cbem bpnr tp .filler hoomnabiy , 

. iN:&etaBi8t.p}#CQ, tluQ mfxtwsof^ 
M. among jdiegooil/carmsjioCo^ ift 
five cmr^ptTe isrdK {M(ffive.griioes, imtak 
Ihtv impiovel^ a^fti?^iN)Wfitt and vifw 
iuBSifif m«h. Ik iwi^ iiimyi^aaao* to 
figBfnop-sindcsGQeki^n* JtioUiseitluan 
«A '%nd iopdi* ^ ji5:dieir|ttit vstli 
£mnc6 >«iid cohdancy in evji Jxfnes, it 
gMct oocafiqaior ^eic iai$iK8iO!^iia« 
jfesdii oQiifpiihiaw Jd3ba:}«Qd jnakadifm 
afqaeir as lii^ iipSBr«4^JC^ttvn^amidft 

iiirroimdiDg 



ikt dti9gQr» .^ m^ Brom ^)}0wi4iQ$ 
mq^Uft tjjcre wipuld l?c bq <?ppc««wqr 
ifor Qounige t9f<^ iin- wi£}omto »dm9« 
i«ft). $af ^v^im fp watch, nor ^ ^^ 

i^il»t imsivfetif d£^t)oi» which m>w 
)»kt6 flifc§t |h9t m(i4«r$ thf thentrp op 

i(p mttdi^tttd fx giving ^ploymjpqt tp 

jw^MA iCSodH^ ^tog9i^ P^gular an^ 
ttaiifoim, inteniipt«4 hjr go jg>UifiB «q4 

i&od no .fK0r^. Pcrhdpi^ «H» pm* li^ 
'Hronl^iftiigiuilit Mid iKPfime t^ ^ %«4 
infipid. Maqi«ne|]FP$fi^.^9fi9F».. 
4ire of innqcence, and for the enjoyment 
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s ER M. the natural world, he is not made for 
/perpetual fpring and cloudlefe fkies, but 
by the wintry ftorm muft be called to ex- 
ert his abilities for procuring ftielter and 
defence; fo in the moral world, the inter- 
mixture of bad men renders many an ex- 
ertion neceflary, which in a more pcrfcdt 
ftate of the world would find no place, 
but which in the prefent ftate of trial i& 
proper and ufcful.— The exiftence of 
vice in the world afluredly teftifies our 
prefent corruption; and according Cb th^ 
degree of its prevalence, is always, morp 
or lefs, the fource of mifery. It is a ftand- 
ing proof of the fall and degeneracy of 
man. But as long as that fallen ftate 
continues, the wifdom of Providence 
eminently appears in making the errors 
and frailties of the wicked fubfervient 
to the improvement ofthejuft. Tans 
are for that reafon fufFered at prefent to 
gKOVfxx^ among the wheats 

These obfervations on the wifdpm of 
PFoyidciice in this difpenfation will be 

farther 
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farther illuftratCidii by confidering the s E R M- 
uieful inftruftions which w<» receive, or ^,..,^.^^ 
which at leaft every wife man may re- 
ceive, from the follies and vices of thofe 
among whom we are obliged to live, 

Firfi^ Tbey futilifli inftrudion con- 
cerning the fnares and dangers againft 
which we ought tp be mpft on our guard, 
yhey put it thereby in pur power to pro- 
fit by the errors and mifconduA of 
others. By pbferving from what fmall 
beginnings the greateft crimes haveari-- 
fen I obferving how bad company has 
fei^uced this ipan from his original prin- 
ciples ajnd habits; hpw a carelefs indul- 
gence of pleafure has blinded and in- 
toxicated that man; how the neglcft of 
divine institutions has, in another, gra«< 
dually payed the Way for open profliga- 
cy; much falutary inftrudlion is con- 
veyed to the virtuous* Tracing the dan-: 
^eroiis and flippery paths by which fq 
many have been infenfibly betrayed in- 
to ruin, their views of human nature are 
enlarged; the fenfc of their own imbe- 
cility 



\ 
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s E R M. cility is ftrongl^ ii^pr^ffed upon thqnj^ 
's,^^,,^^^^ accompanied with Ae convi^Sipn of t^c 
neceflity of a coj(i(lant depqidonpe on t}ie 
gl^c^ V^A a0if^nce of i^ea ven , ^11 the 
crimes which thpy behold difturbing fo- 
ciety around th^m^ feryf as (imgls h^ng 
Qut to them, bpacons panted in their 
view, to prevent theii'nial^ing: fhip>Yrecl!: 
among thofe rocks on whjch o|hers hava 
jjplih Ith^s be^n ^uftly faid, that no^ 
Qplyirom the a4vices of his ffjends, bjUt 
from the reproaches of his eneoiies, % 
wi^e man may dr^w inftrudtipnr In Afl| 
faqie ^laiiiier, }tjs not only hv theex^ 
apiplQs.of good meiv, but l\fe;ewife by 
thQfc; of the wicked* that ^.^ttentiv^ 
^d may bQ con%mcd in virtue.' "^^ 

N0xt^ These examples i^f h^6, pieq^ 
whOe they s^drnpnifii the yiftupus of the 
4anger$ ^gainfl; yf^^^ ^^y ^^ ^^ &^^^\ 
aj e farther ppfttable by the vip ws which 
th^y exhibit of the cyil an^J the defbr-? 
piity of fin. Its prions natuj-p pev?r apr 
pcys . in fo ftyopg a lj(gh$ a^ wjien 4iA 

'^ ^ playe4 
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played in ,the cririics of tJie Wicked. It is is £ R M. 
true that, when vice is carried only to a 
certain degree, and difguifedbyplaufible 
colours, it may pafs unreprovcd, and 
even for a while feem popular in the 
world* But it is no lefs true that, when 
it becofn^» open and fiagrant,^ and is de-* 
privitd of the ihadoW of virtue, it never 
fails to incur general reproach^ and to 
feeconae the dbje<ft either of c^ontempt or 
of hatred. How oftcn^ for inftince, have 
the greateft abilities, which once drew 
efteem and ^dmiratiouy funk, in a fhort 
time, into the moft humiliating degrada- 
tion, merely through theafc^dant which 
corrupted inclinations and low habits had 
acquired over their poflefTor ? How of- 
ten have the riling honours of the young 
been blafted, by their forfaking the path 
tfhonour on which they had onceenter- 
edy for the blind and crooked tradts of 
depravity and foUy ? §uch fpedtacles of 
the infamy of vice, fuch memorials of 
the di%race attending it, are permitted 
by Proviieiice for general inftruftioni 

and 
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li E R M. ^md afltiredly are edifying to the wwld« 
yj}^!^ It was neceiTary, fprmOral improvement, 
that the beauty and excellence of'virtuc'i- 
and the deformity of vice, fhould be 
ftrongly impreflcd on every intelligent 
mind. This could never be done with 
fo great advantage as by the ftriking con- 
trails of both which are produced by the 
living examples of evil men intermixed 
with the good. It is in this mirror that 
we clearly contemplate how much the 
righteous is more excellent than his nei^hm 
hour. 

The fame purpofe of important iri^ 
ftrudion is farther promoted by the in-r 
ftances of mifery which the ftate of wick- 
ed men on earth affords. I admit that 
the worldly fuccefs, which fometimes at- 
tends them, may blind and feduce the 
unwary y but a little more rcfleftion ena- 
bles men to diftinguifti between appart nt 
fuccefs and real happinefs. The condi- 
tion of worthlefs men, whatever fplen- 
dor riches may throw around them, is 

^ cafily 
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eafily difcertied to be a refttefs. and mi-* s ^tHi 
ierable one; and the mifcry which they ^ 
fuffer, to be derived from their vices. In 
that great corrupted crowd which fur- 
rounds us^ whatincefTant buille and ftir^ 
what agitation and tumult take place? 
What envy and jealoufy of one another? 
How much bitternefs of refentment do 
we behold among them; mutually dt<- 
ceiving and deceived; fupplanting and 
fupplanted; ever purfuing, butpeverfa- 
tisfied? Thefe are not matters of rare ob- 
fervation, or which require nice fcrutiny 
to difcovcr them. We need only open 
our eyes to behold the wicked tormented 
by their paflion^, and far removed from 
that fandluary of cahnnefs and tranquil- 
lity which is the abode of real happinefs. 
. Nay, when we appeal to bad men them* 
felves, after they have run the whole 
round of vicious pleafures, we will often 
find them obliged to confefs, that the 
wretched refult of their purfuits H&s been 
vanity and vexation of fpirit I and that the 
happieft days they have enjoyed were in 

the 
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ilL%U.i^ tints cCvaxiottucti bdfers eriftikild 
^'^defires tnd gtiat;f pafiSoiis lud tak^ 
pofleffitin df their bitafb< Such fmc^ 
ticftl demon^tiofta as ihtk of ^ vtib* 
liei^ (^fin are yielded hf ^ e3ttm< 
pies df eril doers whom we fee anmnd 
«s. By attending tt> dieir fituatiofi, the 
mifery, as well as infamy of guilt is rea« 
]%d, and rendered lenfible to our ap« 
]Miefaenfion. 

Thus, upon a feir inquiry, you be- 
hdd how the ways of God may, in this 
remarkaMecafe, bejuftifiedtoman. You 
behdid what important ends arc advan<i 
ced, by permitting the tares at prefent 
to grow together with the wheat. The 
intermixture of evil men in human fo- 
ciety fcrvcs to exercife the fuffering gra- 
ces and virmes of the good j by the di- 
▼erfity of charaAers among thofe widi 
whom diey have intercourfe, it ferves to 
bring forth and improve their adivc 
powers and virtues, and to enlarge the 
circle of ufeful occupations j it ferves to 

inftru^ 
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inftrudt them in die temptations againil S E R Jf. 
which they are to guard, to reveal to ^..,.,3^ 
them all the deformity of vice, and to 
make its miferies pafs confpicnoufly be- 
fore their eyes. When we confider them 
as ailors on the theatreof the world, they 
are thereby improved in the part they 
have to perform. When we confider 
them as fpe<3:ators of what is paffing 
on that theatre, their minds are thereby 
inftrufted j their views reAified and en- 
larged by the objedts that are fet before 
them. 

FnoM thefe important truth's, feveral 
reflexions no lefs important arife. 

We are naturally taught, in the firft 
place,jiever to be hafty in finding feult 
with any of the arrangements of Provi- 
dence. The prefent permifSon of moral 
evil on the earth feemed, on the firft 
view, tofurnifhaftrongobjeftionagainft 
either the wifdom or the goodnefs of 
the Author of nature . After beholding 
the ufcful purpofes which are anfwered 

Vol. IV. F by 
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*E R M. by that pcrmiflion, how cautious fhould 
v^^^^,^^ we be in advancing any of oiir rafli fpc*- 
culations againft his government and con- 
duft I To our confined and humble fta- 
tion it belongs not toccnfure, buttofub- 
rait, truft, and adore ; fatisfied that the 
farther we inquire, the reftitude of his 
ways will appear the more ; thankful for 
the difcoveries of them which have been 
imparted to us; and perfuaded that, where 
our difcoveries fail, it is not becaufe 
there is no more wifdom or goodnefs 
to be feen, but becaufe our prefent 
condition allows us not to fee more. 

In' the fecond place, let us be taught 
with what eye we are to look upon thofe 
bad men whom we find around us in the 
world. Not furely with an eye of envy. 
Whatever profperity they may feem to 
enjoy, they are ftillno more than fares, 
the weeds of the field; contemptible in 
the fight of God; tolerated by his pro- 
vidence for a while on accoun t of the righ - 
teous, to whofe improvement they are 

rendered 
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rendered fubfefvient . The parable in- S E R M: 
forms us that, in the end, they are to be u-v-w 
gathered together and burnt. In this life 
only they have their good things. But 
their profpcrity is tranfitory . They are 
brought into defolation inamon^nt, andut^ 
terly confumed 'with terrors . As a dream 
when one awaketh^foy O Gody when thou 
awakejiy thoujhalt defpife their image* . — 
When weconfider their unhappy ftate, it 
becomes us to behold them with the eye 
of pity. Let us remember that, in the 
mid ft of their errors, they are by nature 
ftill our brethren. Let us not behave to 
them in the fpirit of bitternefs. Infult 
not their foUiies. Pride not yourfelves 
on fuperior virtue. Remember that, as 
bad men are mixed with the good, fo, in 
the beft men, vices are at prefent mixed 
with virtues . Your own charadler, good 
as you may efteem it, is not free from 
every evil taint; and in the characters of 
V F 2 . thofc ' 

*PfaliD. Ixziii. 19, 20. 
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ftERM.thoie whom you reprobate as vitiouSy 
««^^^ there^arealvraysfomegoodqualitiesmix- 
ed with the bad ones. Study, as far as 
you can, to reclaim and amend them -, 
and if, in any degree, you have been pro- 
fited by their failings, endeavour, in re- 
turn, to profit them, by good counfcl 
and advice ; by advice, not adminifler- 
cd with officious zeal, or felf-conceit- 
ed fuperiority, but with the tendcrnefs 
of compaflion and real friendfliip. 

In the third place, in whatever pro- 
portion the admixture of vice may feem 
to take place in the world, let us never 
defpair of the prevalence of virtue on the 
whole. Let us not exaggerate, beyond 
meafure the quantity of vice that is found 
in the mixture . It is proper to obfcrve, 
that in the parable now before us, after 
the owner of the field had /own his good 
feedy no reafon is given us to think, that 
the good feed was entirely choked up by 
tares. On the contrary, we are told that 
the blade fprungup^ andbrought forth fruity 

and. 
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and, thodgh the tares alfo arofc, yet, in SC R M. 
the end there was a harveft^ when the ^ S^ j^ 
wheat was reaped and gathered ^ into the 
barn. In the riioft corrupted times, God 
never leaves himfelf without many wit- 
neffes on earth- He is always attentive 
to the cauie of goodnefs; and frequent- 
ly fupports and advances it by means 
which We are unable to trace. He noii- 
rifhes much piety and virtue in hearts 
that are unknown to usj and beholds re- 
pentance ready to ipring up among ma- 
ny whom we confider as reprobates. — I 
know that it has always been common 
for perfbns to reprcfent the age in which 
they live as the worft that everappeared; 
and religion and virtue as juft on the 
point of vaniihing from among men. 
This is the language fometimes of the 
ferious f often of the hypocritical, or of 
the narrow-minded. But true religion 
gives no fan ft ion to fuch feverecenfures, 
or fuch gloomy views. Though the //zr^x 
inuft beat all times fpringing up, there is 
RQ reafon for believing that th^y fhall 

ever 
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S E R M. ever overfpread the vcrhole field. The 
K^,^^ nature of the weeds that fpring up may- 
vary, according to the nature of the foil. 
Different modes of iniquity may diftin- 
guifli different ages of the world ; while 
the fum of corruption is nearly the fame. 
Let not our judgments of men, and of 
the times in which we live, be hafty and 
. prefuriiptuous. Let us truft in the grace 
of God; and hope the befl of mankind, 

In the fourth and laft place, let uskwp 
our eyes ever fixed on that important pe- 
riod, which is alluded to in the text, as 
the conclufipn of all . Let both grow to^ 
get her until the harveji. The great fpiri- 
tual year is to be clofed by ^ harveji^ 
when the houfe holder is to gather the wheat 
into his barn '^ when^ at the end of the 
world, the final diflindion of men and 
charafters is to take place. Theconfufed 
mixtureof goodandevil, which nowpre- 
vails, is only a temporary difpenfation of 
Providence, accommodated to man's faly 
Jen and imperfed: flate. Let it pot tempt 

US 
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us for a moment to diftruft the reality S E RM. 
of the divine government 5 or to enter- \^^^ 
tain the remoteft fufpicion that moral 
good and evil are to be on the fame 
terms for ever. The frailties of our 
nature fitted us for no more at prefent 
than the enjoyment of a very mixed and 
imperfedl fociety. But when our na- 
ture purified and refined, fhall become 
ripe for higher advancement, then fhall 
the fpirits of the juft, difengaged from 
any polluted mixture, undifturbed by 
fin or by finners, be united in one di- 
vine aflembly, and rejoice for ever in 
the prefence of him who made them. 
J^poking forward to this glorious ifluc 
with ftedfaft faith, let, no crofs appear- 
ances ever difcomfit our hopes, or lead 
us to fufpe<a that we have been ferv- 
ing God in vain. If we continue 
faithful to the deaths we may reft affur- 
ed, that in due time we ihall receive tht 
grown of life. 
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SERMON V. 

On the Relief which the Gospel 
affords to the Distressed. 

Preached at the Celebration of the Sa- 
crament of the Lord's Supper. 



MatTh. xi- 28. 



Come unto me^ all ye that labour j and are 
heofvy laden, and I will ghe you reft. 

S E R M. ' I' ^HE life of man on earth is dpom- 
^Jj^,^ JL cd to be clouded with various 
evils. Throughout all ranks, the 
aiilided form a confidcrable proportion 
of the human race ; and even they 
who have a title to be called profpe- 
rous, are always, in fome periods of 
their life, pbliged to drink from the 

cup 
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cup of bitternefs. The Chriftian reli- S E R M, 

gion is particularly entitled to our re- < ;^ 

gard> by accommodating itfelf with 
great tcndemefs to this diftreffed condi- 
tion of mankind. It is not to be confi- 
dered as merely an authoritative fyftem 
of precepts. Important precepts it in- 
deed delivers for the wife and proper re- 
gulation of life. But the fame voice 
which enjoins our duty, utters the 
words of confolation. The gofpel de- 
ferves to be held a difpenfetioij of relief 
to mankind under both the temporal 
and fpiritual diftrefles of their ftate. 

This amiable and compaffionate fpirit 
of our religion confpicuoufly appears in 
the charadlcr of its great Author. It 
&ond in all his adtions while he lived on 
earth. It breathed in all his difcharges; 
and, in the words of the text, isexprefled 
with much energy. In the preceding 
verfe, he had given a high account of his 
own perfon and dignity. All things are 
delivered iinto me of my Father ; and na 
man knoweth the Son but the Father -, nei^ 
(her knoiibeth any man the Father ^ fave 

the: 
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S E R M. the Son 9 and he to whomfoever the Son will 
%_.-^^ reveal him. Biif leftanyof his hearers 
fhould be difcou raged by thismyfterious 
reprefentation of his greatnefs, he in- 
ftantly tempers it with the moft graci- 
ous benignity ; declaring, io the text, 
the merciful intention of his mifEon to 
the world. Come unto me^ all ye that la^ 
hour and are heavy laden^ and J will give 
youreji. 

The firft thing which claims our at- 
tention in thefe words is, what we are to 
underftand by coming unto Chriji. This 
is a phrafe which has often given occa- 
fion to controverfy . By theological wri- 
ters it has been involved in much need- 
lefs myftery, while the meaning is in it-^ 
felf plain and eafy. The very metaphor 
that is here ufed ferves to explain it. In 
the ancient world, difciples flocked 
round their different teachers, ' and at^ 
tended them wherever they went; in 
order both to teflify their attachment, 
and to imbibe more fully the dodlrine 
of their mailers. Conning unto Chriji, 

therefore;! 
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therefore, is the fame with reforting S E R M. 
to him as our declared Mafter ; ac-r ^,1^ 
knowledging ourfelves his difciples, be- 
lievers in his do(3:rine, and followers of 
his precepts. As Chrift is made known 
to us under the character both of a 
Teacher and a Saviour, our coming to 
' him imports not only fubmiffion to his 
inftru6tion3, but confidence alfo in his 
power to fave. It imports that, for-f 
faking the corruptions of fin and the 
world, we follow that courfe of virtue 
and obedience which he points out to 
US; relying on his mediation for par- 
don of pur offences, and acceptance 
with heaven. This is what is impli- 
ed in the fcripture term Faith ; which 
includes both the aflent of the under- 
ftanding to the truth of the Chriftian 
religion, and the concurrence of the 
will in receiving it. 

What next occurs in the text to 
attract our notice, i^ the defcription of 
thofe to whom the invitation is addrefiT- 
ed. All tllofe whp laboury and an 

heavy 
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S^KU, heavy laden f that is, who, in one way 

\^^,L^ or other, feci themfelves grieved and 

diftrefled, are here invited to come to 

Chrift — Now, from two fources 

chiefly our diftrefles arife ; from mo-.^ 

ral, or from natural caufes. 

Firjiy They may arife from inward 
moral caufes ; from certain feelings and 
reflexions of the mind, which bccafion 
tiheaiinefs and pain. Acourfeoffin 
and vice always proves ruinous and de- 
flrudtive in the ifllue. But its tendency 
to ruin is often not perceived, while 
that tendency is advancing. For as 
fin is the reign of paflion and pleafure, 
ft forms men to a thoughtlefs inconfi- 
derate ftate. Circumftances, however, 
may occur, and frequently, in the 
courfe of life, do occur which difcloie 
to a vicious man the ruin which he is 
bringing on himfelf, , as an offender 
" againfl: the God who made him. When 
fome occafional confinement to foli- 
tude, or fome turn of adverfe fortune, 
directs his attention immediately upon 

his 
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bis own charader> or when, drawing to- S E R M. 
iraiiis the clofe of life, his paffions fub- x-.^^ 
fide, his pleafures withdraw, and a fu- 
ture ftatc comes forward to his view ; 
in fuch fituations it often happens, 
that the paft follies and crimes of fuch a 
man appear to him in a light moft odi- 
ous and (hocking ; and not odious only, 
but tcrrifying^to his heart. He confi-' 
dcrs that he is undoubtedly placed un- 
der the government of a juft God, who 
did not fend him into this world for 
nought ; that he has negledted the part 
afligned to him; has contemned the laws 
of heaven ; has degraded his own na- 
ture ; and inftead of being ufcful, hav- 
- ing been hurtful and pernicious to thofe 
among whom he lived, is about to 
leave. a deteftable memory behind him. 
— What account fhall he give of him- 
felf to his maker? Self condemned, 
polluted by fo many crimes, how can 
he expeft to find mercy in his fight ? — 
Hence^ an overwhelmed alnd dejed:ed 
mind ; hence^ ' difinal forebodings / of 
puniftunent *, hence, that wounded fp- 

rit. 
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SEKM.nt. which, when it is deeply pierced, 
.^. ^^_f becomes the foreft of all human evils, 
and has fbmetimes rendered exiftence a 
burden which coutd not be endured. 

Such diftreffes as thefe, arifing from 
moral internal caufes, may be made light 
of by the gl(ldy and the vain ; and re- 
prefented as confined to a few perfons 
only of diftempered imagination . But to 
thofe whofe .profeffions give them occa- 
fion to fee men under various circumftan- 
ces of afflidtion, they are known to be 
far from being unfrequent in the world; 
and, on many more occafions than is 
commonly imagined, to throw over the 
human mind the blacked gloom of 
which it i5 fufceptible. Religious fee- 
lings, be affured, have a deep root in the 
nature of man. They form a part of the 
human conftitution. They areinterwov- 
en with many of thofe fears and hopes 
which actuate us in the changing fitu- 
atipns of fortune. During the gay and 
a<5tive periods of life, they may be fmo- 
thered 5 but with moft men, they are 
fmothered rather than totally obliterated: 

And 
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And if any crifis of our cotidition ihall S E R Ml 
awaken, and bring them forth, in their |^.,1^ • 
full force^ upon a confcious guilty heart, 
woe to the man, who, in fome difcon- 
iblate fcafon, is doomed to fufFer their 
extreme vengeance ! 

But, while under fuch diilrefTes of 
the mind not a few may be faid to la^ ' | 

hour and to be heavy laden y greater ftill is 
the multitude of thofe who, from natural 
external caufes, from the calamities and 
evils of life, undergo much fufferingand 
mifery* The life of man is not indeed 
wholly compofed of mifery. It admits 
of many pleafing fcenes. On the whole, 
there is reafon to believe that it affords 
more joy than grief., At the fame time, 
the unfortunate, as I before obferved, 
form always a numerous clafs of man- 
kind; and it may be faid with truth, that 
fore travel is ordained for the fans of men. 
Though the burden is not equally laid on 
all; fome there always are, on whom it 
falls with oppreffive weight. Unexpecfl- ' 
e4 difappointments . have crufhed their 

hopes. 
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S£ RM. hopes, and blafted the plans which they 
K_ ^-_^ had formed for ccwnfort in the world. 
The world had, perhaps, fmiled upon 
them once, only to give them a (harper 
feeling of its miferies at the laft. Strug- 
gling with poverty, unable to fupport 
their families whom they fee languifli- 
ing around them, they, at the fame 
time, are obliged by their fituation in 
fociety to conceal their neceffities; and 
under the forced appearance of cheerfiil- 
nefs, to hide from the world a broken 
heart. They are ftung, perhaps, by 
the unkindncfs of friends ; caft off by 
thofe in whom they had trufted ; or 
torn by untimely death from real 
friends, in connexion with whom they 
might have flouriflied and been happy; 
at the fame time borne down, it may 
be, with the infirmities of a fickly 
body, and left to drag a painful life 
without affiftance or relief. — How 
many fad fcenes of this nature, on 
which it were painful to infift, does the 
world afford ? 

When' 
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When we turn to thofii' who arc ac- S E R M* 
counted profperoiis men, we (hall always ,y;. 
find many forrows mingled with their 
pleafures? many hours of care and vexa- 
tion, wherein they acknowledge them- 
ielves ciafled with tliofe ^ho labour and 
are heavy laden. In entering into fbme 
gay feftive aflcmbly, w6 behold affedled ^ 

cJwBarfulnefs difplayed on every coynte- | 

naifce; and might fiincy that we had ar- 
rived at the temple of unmixed pleafure 
and gladnefe of heart. Yet, even there, 
could we look into the bofoms of thefe 
apparently happy perlbns, how often 
would we find them inwardly prey-* 
ed upon by fonie tormenting fufpicions^ 
foine anxious fears, fome fecret griefs, 
which either they dare not difclofe to 
the world, or fi-om which, if difclofed, 
they can look for no relief ?— In fliort^ 
amidft that great company of pilgrims^ 
who are journeying through life, many 
there are whofe journey lies through a 
valley of tears i and many to whom that 
Vol. IV. ' G valley 
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s E R M. valley is only cheared by trinfientglimp- 
,^J^;^^ fes of joy. 

To thefe clafles of mankind is addref- 
fed the invitation of the text. To them> 
it is in a particular manner addrefTed ; 
overlooking the giddy and diffipated mul- 
\ titude. Come unto me all ye that labour^ 

^ and are hea^y laden. Not as if oor Sa- 

viour were alv^rays ready to accept diat 
fort of piety v^rhich is merely the cOnfe- 
quence of diftrefs) or made all thofe 
Welcome, who are driven by nothing 
but fear ot- danger to have recourfe to 
him. His words are to be underftpod ai 
intimating, that the heart which is hum- 
bled and foftened by affliftion, is the ob- 
jedl of his Compaffiohate regard \ that he 
will not rejeft us merely becaufe we have 
been caft off by the world; but that, if 
with proper difpofitions and fentrments 
we apply to him in the «vrl .day, we 
fhall be fare of meeting with a gracious 
reception; It now remains to fliow> 
what that reception is which we may 
look for ; what that rejl is which Chrift 

hatU 
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hath pfonitfed to confef oil thofe who s E R M, 
come to him', whether their diftrcfe arife c^^l^ 
from moral or from natural caufes. 
Come unto me, and I wiH give you reft. 

I. Christ affords reft to the difturb- 
cd mind tliat lafeours under apprchcn- 
fk>n9 and feartiofguHl. Let'thoie who- 
fofFcr diftreisof thisnatdre comeioChrift, 
that is, with contrftfon and irepentance, 
have recourfe to him a« their Saviour j 
and they fhall regain quietnefsand' peace. 
FoolUh and geiky they have been, and 
jnftly Ke under dread of paniffiment; but 
tfec penitent forrow which thfey now fccH 
implies their difpofitrbntb be changed. It 
implies, as far as it is genuine, that, fen- 
fible of their folly, .they now clefire to 
become good and wife:; and aretlirtcr- 
mined for the foture to hold a virtuous 
courfe,. could they only fi6pC'.to*obtain 
pardon for' the paft. In thts^iJtuation 
of mind, let them not be call down 
and defpair. Chrift has brought with 
him from heaven the olive branch. 
G 2 He 



ioo On the Relief nohich the 

SERM.Hc carries in his hand the fignal of 
N^ V -/,_r fnrgiv^nefe- The declaration which hc 
publifhes is. Let the ^vickedforfake his 
way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts*, 
and let him return to the Lord, and he 
will have mercy^ upon himy and to our 
God, for he will abundamly pardon* . In- 
fufficient though our own repentance 
^ hc, to procure pardon from heayen, we 

are informed, that an all-fufficient atone- 
ment has been made by Chrift. Neither 
the number nor the atrocity of offences 
excludes, from forgivenefs, the penitent 
who returns to his duty. To* all whq^ 
come under this defcription, the offer of 
mercy extends, without exception. He 
that /pared not/iis own Son, hut delivered 
him up for us all, how Jhall he not with 
him alfo freely give us all things ^f? 

This difcovery of divine government, 
afforded by the Gofpel^ is perfedly cal- 
culated to icatter the gloom which had 

overcaft 

• Ifsiahlv. 7, f Ro«« viii. 32. 
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cvercaft the defponding heart. The at- S E UMl 
mofphere clears up on e^ery fide; and is u^-v^ 
illuminated by chearing rays of celeftial 
mercy. Not only is hope given to the 
penitent, but it is rendered finful not to 
indulge that hope. We are not only al- 
lowed and encoufaged, but we are com- 
manded to truft in the divine clemency. 
We are commanded to believe that none ' 
who come unto Chrijt he leili in any wife 
caji out''^. As I live, faith the Lord God, 
I have no pleafure in the death of the wic^ 
kedj but that the wicked turn from Ms way 
and live I turn ye, turn ye from your evil 
ways I for why will ye die^ houfe of If 

rael'ff Such is the relief vAich the 

religion of Chrift brings to them who 
labour and are heavy laden under the imr 
preffions of guilt and divine difpleafure; 
a relief which nothing can rendcrineffec- 
tuafto the heart> except the moftgloomy 
foperftition, founded on grofsmifconcep- 

tions 

• JohnTi, J7* f Ezek. xxxiii. f i. 
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s E R M. tions <^the.nature and attributes of God^ 
u--^X^ L?t us now> 

11. Confider what reji the religion of 
Chrift gives tp them whofe diftrefs arifcs 
not from inward and momU "but froq^i 
natural and external icaufes; from a4- 
verfe fortune, or any of thofe numerous 
cdamities to which we are at prefcnt 
expofed. Tojfuch pcrfons, it may feem 
more difficult to promife any efFeftual 
relief. In the former cafe, the diftreft 
lay entirely in the mind. As foon as its 
views are redified, and its appreheniions 
quieted, the evil is removed, and the cure 
cfFeded^ H?re, the diftrefc arifcs from 
w;iUiout; anfl the religion of ChriA af- 
fedfcs not the courfe of external events. 
But though it removes not all the evils 
of life, though itpromifeis no continuance 
of undifhirbed profperity, (which indeed 
it were not falutary for man always to 
^ <^^joy) yc^ if it mitigates the evils which 

neceflarily belong to our ftate, and fup- 
ports fis under them, it way Juftly be 

faid 
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laid to give reft to them 'who hbour and^ E R Nf • 
4ire heavy laden. When much that is ^' 
material <nd important is cfFefted, we 
have no c'aufe to complain, though all 
that wcdejGxehe not accompliihed.-^In 
this part of the difcourfe, I am to be con- 
fidered as addrefling myfelf not merely to 
fuch as are at prefentfufFering^any fevere 
calamity. I now fpeak to many, who, 
in the midf^of health and affluence, en- 
joy the various comforts of life. But I 
muft deiire fuch perfons to look forward 
to what niay one d^y be their ftate. Let 
them refle<5t how important it is to pre- 
pare themfelves for the future unknown 
yiciffitudes of the world, For, if a mm 
live many y ear Sf and rejoice i^ them ally yet 
let him remember the days of darktiefsyfor 
theyjhallie many*. — Now, either in the 
profpeft of future diftrcfs, or under pre- 
sent fufFcring, I fay, that the religion of 
Chrift gives reft to the heart, by the for- 
titude 

•Ecclef.xi.«. 
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6 B ^ M. titude which it inipires^ and by the con^ 
folations which it affords. 



Firji^ It infpircs fortitude. It difco^ 
vers a fupreme adminiilration^ fo friend- 
ly to the interefts of goodncfs, as never' 
to allow the followers of Chrift to dread, 
that, in any fituation of fbrtune, they 
ihall be negledted by Heaven. From the 
abftradt confideration of th^ divine per- 
fedions, men had always fome ground to 
believe, that the general order of the 
univerfe was confulted by its jg^eat Ruler, 
But how far the intereft of individuals 
might be obliged to yield^ or, in many 
cafes might be facriliced, to this gene- 
ral order, they were left altogether in 
the dark, Here the gofpel of Chrift ) 
/comes to our aid, by the explicit af- 
! furancc which it give^ that, in the 
^eat fyftem of Providence, the wd-» 
lare of every fingle good man is par- 
ticularly included. All things^ we ar^ 
pxpreflly told, are made to work together^ 
pot merely for the order and per-? 
fe^pn of the vyrhole, but alfo^r good to 
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them who love God^. The life of evcry/S IJR M, 
perfon, who comes under this defcriptj-l ^ 
op, forms a fyftcm complete within 
itfelf; where every event that happens! 
to him pdfleffes its deftined place, and , 
forms a link in that great chain of caufes, 5 
which was appointed, from the hegin^ ' 
ning of things, for carrying on his im- , 
provement and felicity- Such an ar^ * 
f angement of the affairs of the world, ' 
may appear aftonifliing to our narrow 
capacities : yet furely implies no eiFqrt 
beyond the reach of infinite power, join*^ 
' ed with infinite wifdom and goodnefs* 

Hence arifes a degree of fortitude ancl 
conftajicy to good men, which can upoQ 
po other grounds l?e attained. F^ith, in 
thefe principles of Jthe gofpel, crefts for 
them a fortr^fs, impregnable to th? af-r 
faults of the world, into which they c^n 
^t all times retreat. S^tf ing under the 
Pidter of diyinq protedlion, they calmly 

hear 

^ ^Lom. viii. ?§• 
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s E R M. hear the ftorm, when it bjows with its 
J utmoft violence around them. The floods 
ha^e lifted up their voice \ they have lifted 
up all their waves. But the Lord an hi^h 
is mightier than the naife of many waters \ 
yeay than the mighty waves ofthefea*^ 
Of the man who poflefles fuch principles, 
it is juftly faid. His heart js eflablijhedi he 
\jhall not be afraid of evil tidings \ his heart 
isfixedy trufting in the Lord-f. Tran- 
quillity, order, and magnanimity, dwejl 
with him; whik all is confufipn and 
trepidation among thofe, who have 
nothing to look to but the apparent dif- 
orders of the world. 

The doftrine of Chrift not only amis 
us, in this manner, with fortitude againft 
the approach of evil ; but, fuppofing evils 
to fall upon us with their heavieft pref- 
fufe, it lightens the load by many con- 
folations to which others are ftrangers. 
While bad men trace, in the calamities 

with 

• Pfal. xciii. 34. f Pfal. cxii. 7, 8. 
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widi which they are vifited, the hand of S E R M, 
5in offended fovereign, Ghriftiaas arc jurv^ 
taught to view them as the well-iptend-r [ 
ed chaftUepaents of a mercifol Fath^. 
They hear amixlft them^ that ftill voice 
which a good confcicni^e brings to their 
car ; Fmr not ^ for I am mththee^ be not 
difmayedyfor lam thy God*. They ap-r 
ply to thcrnfelves the ccnnfortiiMe pro- 
mifes with which the gofpel abounds^ 
They difcover in thefe th6 happy iflu^ ^ 
decreed to their troubles; and wait with 
patience till Providence fliall have ac- 
complifhed its great and good dofigns. 
In the mean time^ devcMtion opens to 
them its blefled and holy fandtuary : 
That fanduary in which thp wpundT 
cd heart is healed, and the weary mind 
is at reft; where the cares of the world 
arc forgotten, where its tumults are 
hu{hed,anditsmifcries diilappear; where 
greater objeds open to our ^icw than 

what 
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6 E R M. what the world prefcnts ; where a more 
^^;^^ ferenc Iky fhines, and a fwecter and 
cahncr li|;ht beams on the afflidled heart. 
In thole moments of devotion, a pious 
man, pouring out his wants and forrows 
to an almighty Supporter, feels that he is 
not left folitary and forfaken in a vale 
of woei Qod i^ with him ; Chrift.and 
the Holy Ghoft are with him; and^ 
though he (hould be befeaved of eVery 
earthly friend, he can look up in heaven 
to a Friend who will never die. 

To thefe prefent confolations, the re- 
ligion of Chrift a4ds the joyful profpeft 
of that future ftate, where eternal r^ r^- 
mainethfor the people of God^ This life 
they are taught to confider as only the 
Jwufe of their pilgrimage I the temporary 
manfion of painful though neceflary dif- 
cipline. But let them endure for a little, 
and the pilgrimage fhaU end, the dif- 
cipline ihall be finiflicdi and all the vir^ 
tuous be aflembled in thofe blifsful re- 
gions which are prepare(J for their re- 
ward. Sui:h a prqfpedt cheats the dark- 

- eft 
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eft hours of life; and affords a remedy S£R m. 
to every trouble. The fufferings of this , 
prefent time are not worthy tb be compared 
with the glory which Jhallhe revealed"^. 
They appear in this comparative view, 
OS no more than a diflrefling dream of 
the night, from which one awakes into 
heath, and light, and joy. — ^Peculiar is, 
this high confolation to the religion of 
Chrift. It is what all nations had eager- 
ly wifhed for; what all philofophy had 
anxioufly fought to difcovcr; but what 
no refearch, no philofophy were able to 
afcertain to mankind, till Chrift brought 
the aflurance of life and inmiortality 
from heaven; and conferred on his dif- 
ciples this noble and ineftimable gift. 

Thus, on the whole, the Chriftian 
do£brine is found to be the great Medi- 
cine of life. It is the balm of huQian for-' 
rows and cares. In our prefent ftate, 
where fo many are fufiering adual dif- 

trefs, 

•^om. vUi. i8. 
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SERM^treik, of <»ie kind or atber^ and where 
^ all have xeafbn to dread the approach 
of diffae&y It is religion only that can 
alleviate the burdens of life^ and finooth 
our parage through this evil world. 
' L et this view of religion per^de 
us to im|irove die facred ordinance of 
our Lord's {vtipT^T for coming unto Ghrifi^ 
in the way befwe explained : that fe^ 
joining ourfelves to him as his difciples ; 
his difciples^ not in words and profef^ 
fions only» but in heart> and in trulh; 
taking upon us his yoke y as is added in 
the words immediately following the 
tcxt^ and learning of him who is meek and 
lowly in heart. Let thofc who labour 
under the fenie of remembered foUies 
and crimes, come unto Chriji with peni- 
tent difpofitions, and they fhall obtain 
pardon. Let thofe who labcur under 
the fufFering of prefenti or the appre- 
henfion of future £:>rrow$, come unto 
Chrijly.zxi^ diey {hall receive confokti- 
on. All who are in any fenfe heavy laden^ 
coming unto him, fhall find reji to their 
fouls. 

Before 
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Before concluding this dilcourfc, s E R M. 
there is another ftt of meti, not yet ^..-^^ 
mentioned, to whom^I mufl: alfo ad- 
drefs the exhortation in the text: thofe 
I mean, who labouring under none of 
die diftrefsfiil burdens 6f life, are fur- 
feited with its pleafures; who labour 
under the burden only of languid eafe, 
^d the load of infipid profperity. 
You drag, my friends, but a miferable , 
exifterice. Oppreflcd by no forrow, you 
feel vacuity arid diflatisfaftion within ; 
you ate often* weary of life; and in your 
folitary hours, are difpofed toconfefsthat 
all you have ex|terienced is vanity. 
Wherefore fhould you any \ongtrJpend 
your money for that nvhich is not bread, and 
yonr labour for that 'Whtch fatisfeth not P 
Come to the 'waters which are now offered 
toyouy and drink. Hear, and your fouls 
Jhall live. Retreat from the corrupting 
vanities of the world, to Chrift, to reli- 
gion, and to virtue. New fources of en- 
joyment fliall then be opened to you. A 
worlijCl^et untried fliall difplay itfclf to 
your view. You fliall be formed to a re- 

lifli 
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SS R M. lifli for the quiet and innocent pleafures 
of piety and devotion; of friendfhip, and 
good afFcftioiis; of ufeful knowledge, 
and virtuous adliVity; of calm fociety, 
and feafonable retirement; pleafures of 
which at prefent you have no concep- 
tion; but which, upon trial, you fhall 
find fuperior to the trifling, or turbulent 
amufements, in which you have hitherto 
paflied yo^r days. — ^The true fatisfai^on 
of the human mind is only to be found 
in religion and goodnefs; in a purified 
heart, and a virtuous life. All other 
plans of happinefs are fallacious, and 
j)regnant with diiapp«ntment. It is only 
by acquainting our/elves with God that 
we cznfnd peace: And thofe who are 
weary and heavy laden now, fhall be 
weary and heavy laden to the end, unlef^ 
they come to him who only can give 
them reji. 
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ISAlAlt V, ii. 

^he harp mid the viol^ the tabret and 
pipt and wine are in their feajis\ but 
they regard not the work ^fthe Lord 
neither ctmfider the operation of his 
hands. 

IT appears from many paflTages in the s E R M, 
writings of this prophet^ that in his y^ i^ 
days great corruption of manners had 
begun to take place among the people 
of Ifrael. Originally a fober and a re- 
ligious nation, accuftomed to a fimple 
a;nd paltoral life, after they had en- 
larged their territories by conqueft. 
Vol. IV. H and 
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SERM.and acquired wealth by commerce, 
they gradually contraded habits of 
luxury; and luxury foon introduced 
its ufual train of attending evils. In 
the hiftoTf of all nations, the fame 
circulation of manners has been found ; 
and the age in which we live refem- 
bleSy in this refped, the ages which 
have gone before it. Forms of iniquity 
may vary; but the corrupt propenfities 
of men remain at all times much the 
fame ; and revolutions from primitive 
fimplicity to the refinements of criminal 
luxury have been often exhibited on the 
ftage of the world . The reproof dired- 
ed in the text to the Jews of that an- 
tient age, will be found equally appli- 
cable to the manners of many, in mo- 
dern times. In difcourfing from it, I 
{hall firft confider the charader of thofe 
who are defcribed in the text, and fhow 
the guilt that is involved in it. I ihall 
next confider the duties which peribns 
of that charafter are ftippofed to have 

negledcd j 
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nfegleded ; to regard the w&rllf of tBe^'^^^- 
Lord, and to confidtr the oration if bis ^,y^>rsj 
bands. 

I. When we tike into view Ac cha- 
rafter pointed at in the text, it is evident 
that what the prophet means to reprove 
is, the ipirit of inconfiderate diilipatibn, 
of mtemperate indulgence, and irreligi- 
ous luxury. It is not tbe feaji and tbe 
wine, tbe harp and tbe viol, which he 
means to condemn. Mufic and wine 
are, in themfelves, things of innocent 
nature: Nay, when temperately enjoy- 
ed, they may be employed for ufefdl 
purpofes; for aiSbrding relaxation from 
the opprcffive cares of life, and for pro- 
moting friendly intercourfe among ipen. 
The opulent are not prohibited from 
cnjo3ring the good things of this world* 
which providence has bellowed upon 
them. Religion neither abolifhes the 
difHndion of ranks, (as the vain philo- 
ibphy of fome would teach us to do), 
nor interferes with a modeft and decent 
indulgence of pleafure.— ~-It is the 
H % crioninal 
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perate enjoyment of it which W/hoUx 
abforbs the time and attention of men; 
whh:hc oWitBrifta^ Qvwy kmxit. Aought 
<3kf ihe proper kHt&neft erf? Kfe;. and ^^'- 
c^ the fcnfe. of religiont OTAof Ood-. 
1^ ipay be; proper to re»*ark,. »hat it ir 

np.t Qp<:n^ and dve A impiety^ vrhkh k 
Uid^ to. the charge of the p^^fews h«r« 
cha^raifberifed. It is not faidj^ that in their 
fcafts they feoffed at religioo,, or blai^ 
phemed tiUe nan^ of Go4* To tkU 
fuxomit of wickednefs thefc perfoos had 
not yet arrived; perhaps, the age ifin 
which they lived gave^ not its coiin,*e- 
njincc to this wantcmnefs erf impiety* 
It is merely a ;iegative crime qf which 
they are accufed ; that they regarded 
not the vfork of the Lord^ neither confix 
dcred the operation of his hands. Bwt thi^ 
abfcnce of all religious impireflipns: i$ 
here pointed out, as fufiicient: tQ 
ftigjmtifcjth^ir charai^^rs \fnth gtiil^. 
As foon aa tfhe ienfe of a Supi:emQ 
Being is loft,, .this gr«ait cheek i$ tateti. 

ofF 



off Mirhich keeps ulictet «ttf imt Ac paf- Sfe k M. 
fionSofitien- Meah tiefifds, and low ^3^ 
plciftH^, take place of the greater and ^ 
noWer feft titocnt? whidh teafoft atid rt- 
ligiort infpite, Artiidft the tiltouit of tAr 
*wine ai^th^jeajij all pfopet views of hu- 
man Kfe are forgotten. The duties 
T^ich as trten, they have to perfbtm, 
the part they have to ad in the world, 
and the diftrcfles. to which they afe ex- 
pofing themfelves, are bafilrtied from 
their thoughts. To-morrdit Jhallbe as 
thh dayy and more abundantly y is the only 
vtiice. Inflamed by fodety, ind cirtii- 
iated from one loofe companbn to ano- 
ther, the fpifitof riot grows ahdfWells, 
till it end in bratal ejccefs- 

Were fncfi difordefs fare and aciJafi- 
«nal merely, they might perhaps be for- 
gotten and forgiven . feut , - riourrflted by 
repetition and habit, they grow itp 
among too many, to be<?ome the bnfi- 
nefe and occupation of life. By thefe 
unfortunate votaries of pleafure, they 
are accounted elTential to happinefs. 
Life appears to ftaghate without them,. 

Having 
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S E RM. Having no rcfource within themfelves^ 
^^^!^ their fpirits fink, and their very being 
feems annihilated, till the return of 
their favourite pleafurcs awaken with- 
in them fome tranfient fparkles of joy. 
— Idlcnefs, eafe, and profperity, have 
too natural a tendency to generate the 
foll^psand vices now defcribed. Be-^ 
iaufe they have no dances, faid the 
Pfalmift, therefore they fear not' God*. 
They are the dark and folitary hours of 
life, which recal men to recoUeftion 
and wifdom. They fhow to the im- 
thinking what this world really is, an4 
wnat may be expedled from it. But 
the day that is always bright and un- 
clouded, is not made for men. It flat- 
ters them with the dangerous illufion, 
^t it is in their power to render life 
one fcenc of pleafure ; and that they 
have no other bufinefs on earth, but to 
fpread the fea^^ and call the harp and 
the viol to found. But the example^ 

are 

* f&lm hr. 19. . 
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arc io frequent, of the dangers and the SE RM. 
trrimes which arife from an intemperate 
abufe of pleafure, that on this part of 
the fubjed it feems needlefs to infift 
any longer. I proceed therefore, 

II. To confider the duties which 
men are accuied of having neglcAed ; 
and which, it is here fuppoied, if duly at* 
tended* to, would have a<fted as the cor- 
rectives of diilblute and irreligious lux- 
ury; thefeare, to regard tbe work of the 
Ijordj and to confider the operation of bis 
bands.'— ^y recommending fuch duties, 
I do not mean to reprefent it as requifite 
that the feaft fhould be turned into an 
ad of worfhip , that the countenances of 
men fhould be always grave ; or that, 
in the hours of amuiement and of focial 
feftivity, no fubjedl may employ their 
thoughts and their difcourfe, except God 
and a future ftate. All extremes in re- 
ligbn arc dangerous ; and, by carrying 
auftcrity too far, we are in hazard of 
CMily promoting hypocrify. But though 

fome. 
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& E R M. fpmCf in the Uft «gf . ipight be prc»e to 
^^^^ this extrci»e j yet, at ^e prejfe^t ^, 
there is not qiHch oc^^fioQ foic w^ngi^ 
ing men zgwQ. it,^i«rWhat J ijoiw ifl^ 
iift upon is, that all oi^r pleafw^s 9u^ht 
to be tempered with a ferious fenfe of 
Go(ij th^t fccqcsQf gfiety»n«l enjoy -^ 
In^^t ihQ^14 never make ^s forget tjb^lt 
we ve fubjeds pf hi^ governiMnt, ftpd 
hftve a part ajlqtted u^ ta a^^' in hi^ 
worl^ii that Qji po occa^op they 0)€ki14 
bis i^ol^aged fa much, repeated. ^ often, 
ox f^fiered ta tr^nfpQFt us ib Bir^ a$ to 
]^ x^ to hieak any of the divine laws, or 
tQ ^ iucouiiileBtly with the chara<^er 
of o)^ and ChrifUans* A preva^g 
ihnfe of Qod on the mind i» to be evef 
held the fureft guard of ninocei^e and 
virtue, anudft the alluire»^taof pka* 
(ait. It is the ialutary mixture which 
mvft be infufed into the cup of joy, ^ 
order to render it fafe andi inno:yiou$. 

This fenfe of God (bould lead us, in 
the language of the. prophet, to r^0rJ 
tie'wriQftAeLord, 2fid to cwfiJer tie 

operation 
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0feratian of bis bunds ; which exppcffi- SE Rlt 
pM i»ay be uftderfteod as requiring us a. 
to have Gkxl^pon our thoughts uodcr 
twoview^; to regard bis wcri, asdic 
Audiior of nature; and to cmfider the 
uperution of bis bands ^ a$ the Governor 
of the world« L«t us attend more par- 
ticulirly to each of thcfe views of the 
^upr^r^ Being. 

In the firft place, we are to view God 

%% the Author of nature, or to regard tbe 

work of the Lord. With his works we 

»re in every place furrounded. We can 

eaft our eyes no where, without dtfcem- 

ing the hand of Him who formed them, 

if tbe grofanefs of our minds will only 

^ow us to behold him.— Let giddy 

and thoughtkfs men turn afide a little 

jftom the haunts of riot« Let them ftand 

ftill, and contemplate the wondrous 

works f^ God; and make trial of the 

fS^Qt which fuch contemplation would 

pr<4uc?.*-^It were good for them that, 

even independently of the A.adior^ they 

irvene moce iN:qu«nted with his works; 

good 
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8£ RM.good for them, that from the focieties 
,^__^^ of loofe and diflblute men, they would 
retreat to the fcenes of nature; would 
oftener dwell among them, and enjoy 
. their beauties. This would form them 
to the relifli of uncorrupted, innocent 
pleafures; and make them feel the value 
of calm enjoyments, as fuperior to the 
Koifc and turbulence of licentious 
gaiety. From the harmony of nature, 
and of nature's works, they wx>uld learn 
to hear fweetcr founds than what arife 
from the viol, the tabretj and the pipe. 

But to higher and more ferious 
thoughts thefe works of nature give 
occafion, when confidered in conjunc- 
tion with the Creator who made them. 
— Let me call on you, my friends, to 
catch fome interval of refledion, fomc 
ferious moment, for looking with 
thoughtful eye on the world around 
you. Lift your view to that immcnfc 
arch of heaven which encompaflcs 
you above. Behold the fun in all his 
fplendor rolling over your head by day; 
and the moon, by night, in mild and 

ferene 
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lerence majefty, furrounded with that s E R M. 

• VI 

hoft of ftars which prefent to your ima- 
gination an innumerable multitude of 
worlds. Liften to the awful voice of 
thunder. Liften to the roar of the tem- 
ped and the ocean. Survey the wonders 
that fill the earth which you inhabit. 
Contemplate a fteady and powerful 
Hand, bringing round fpring and fum- 
mcr, autumn and winter, in regular 
courfc ; decorating this earth with in- 
numerable beauties, diyerfifyingit with 
innumerable inhabitants; pouring forth 
comforts on all that live; and^ at the 
fame time, overawing the nations with 
the violence of the elements, when it 
pleafes the Creator to let them forth. 
After you have viewed yourfelves as fur- 
roundad with fuch a fcene of wonders; 
after you have beheld on every hand, 
fuch an aftonifliing. difplay of majefty 
united with wifdom and goodnefs ; are 
you not feized with folemn and ferious 
awe ? Is there not fomething which 
whifpers you within, that to this 
.^reaf Creator reverence and homage 

are 
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^ E R M. are due by all the rational beings whofti 
•^ he has made? Admitted to be fpedlatofr^ 
of his works, placed in the midft of fo 
many great and interefting objefts, can 
you believe that you were brought hi- 
ther for no purpofe^ but to immerfe 
yourfelves in grofs and brutal, or, at 
beft, in trifling pleafures ; loft to all 
fcnfe of the wonders you behold \ loft 
to all reverence of that God who gave 
you being, and who has eredcd this 
amazing fabric of nature, on which you 
look only with ftupid and unmeaning 
eyes? — ^No: Let the fcenes which you 
behold prompt correfpondent feelings. 
Let them awaken you from the degrad- 
ing intoxication of licentioufneft, \vA6 
nobler emotions. Every objeA which 
you view in nature, whether great or 
£nall, ferves toinftruft you. The ftar 
and the infe<3:, the fiery meteor and the 
flower of fpring, the verdant field and 
the lofty mountain, all exhibit a Su- 
preme Power, before which you ought 
to tremble and adore; all preach the 
dodrine, all infpire the fpirit, of devoti- 
on. 
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oa, aiid^. reverence/ RfgarJwg, theat^St^U. 
the imrlt oftke hordy let rifiixg cmciti-u— «^ 
ona ef awe and gratitude caU ^arth firosv 
)W)ur fb^«^ fuch imitimentS' ai thefe :• — 
'* Lord» whiffcver I am, and whatever 
. *• I txiyf}% m^ I never forget thee as 
** the Atttthor ol* nature ^ May I never 
** forget that I axxt thy creature and 
'< t^y 9ckfpQi \ in this naagni'ficent tern- 
" pie of the mihnerfb^ where ^uhafl 
'* j^ced me, nay I ever be thy faithftil 
** worihippfiir; and may the reverence 
*« and the fear of God betfee ftrft fenti- 
^* mc»ts, t£ my heart J:'* — It is to fuch 
copfiderations of God I would now re- 
cal yQi»: thoughtsr^ from t^ wine Onl 
tbefsc^,. as. proper to check the fpirit 
of levij^aiHl folly; and to infph« man- 
ly and becoming &ntiments, in* the 
pltee.af criQHBal diffipation. Bm> 

Im th«f/&pG«/i place, Acre is a confide- 
ratios: of a nature ftill more ierious, tof^e 
emgJbycd'fortheiame purpofe j thecon- 
fidficattoir of God as^iot 01% the Author 
of nature^ but the governor of his crea- 
tures. 
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S £ R M. tures . While wc regard the wohk offbe 
y,^,,,^^,^ Lord 9 wc arc alfo to conjider the never 
ceafing operation of bis bands. We are 
to look up to an awful and irrefiflible 
Providence, ftrctching its arm over our 
heads; dirediing the fate of men, and 
difpenfing at its pleafure happindfs or 
mifery. In the giddy moments of jol- 
lity, the wanton and though tlefs are 
apt to fay: *^ Let us eat and drinks for 
*' to-morrow we die. Nothing is bet- 
** ter for man, than to rejoice as much 
*' as he can all the days of his vain life; 
** and to keep himfelf undifturbed by 
*' fuperftitious terrors. He who fit- 
" teth in the heavens beftows no mi- 
" nute attention on the fons of earth. 
** He permits aJl tbings to come alike to 
** alh, one event to happen to tbe righte- 
" om and to tbe wicked ^ — ^Be affured, 
my brethren, it is not fo. You great- 
j[y deceive yourfelves, by imagining that 
your Creator and Governor is indiffe- 
rent to the part you are now aiding ; 
or that the diftribution of good and 
evil, whiph now takes place, has na.^ 

relation 
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relation to your moral condud* InSERlf. 
fomc inftances, that relation may not ,^^^ 
be apparent, becaufe the moral govern- 
ment of God is not completed in this 
worl3. But a multitude of proofs (how 
government to be already begun ; and 
point out to you the train in which you 
may cxped it to proceed • 

In the hiilory of all ages and nations^ 
you cannot but have obferved athoii(and 
inilances, m wbicb^ the operations of the 
divine band has been difplayed; over- 
taking evil doers fooner or later with 
punifhmenty and bringiag on their own 
heads the ruin they had devifed for 
others. You are not to imagine that 
this difpleafure of Providence is exerted 
only againft the ambitious, the treache- 
rous, and the cruel, who are the authors 
of ext;enfivc mifery to the world. Un- 
der this idea, perhaps, you may be de- 
iirous to fhelter yourfelvcs, that your 
excefTes arc of a harmlefs kind; that you 
fcek nothing more than the enjoyment 
of your own pleafures; that youvfeajt 
and your wine interfere not with the 

order 
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S £ R M. order of the world ; and that t h er efo re 
K^^^ yott have done nothing which ihotild 
awaken the flecping thunder, and Bring 
it down from heaven on your heads. 
Though not ftained with the blackeft 
colours of guik, your conduft may ne- 
verthelefs be highly offenfive to thi 
Ruler of the world. His government 
is not of that indolent inattentive kind, 
which allows impunity to every fefler 
criminal. He beholds with difplealure 
the behaviour of thofe who degrade 
dicir nature by vrtious diforders^ and 
contaminate, Iry their example, every 
fixriety with which they are conneded. 
His meafures are taken, that in one way. 
or other, they fhall fuffer. 

Look around the circle of youf 
acquaintance, and obfcrve, whether 
they are not the fober, the induftri-' 
ous, and the virtuous, who vifibly 
profper in the world, and rife into 
reputation and influence j obferve 
whether the licentious and intempe- 
rate are not conftantly humbled and 

checked' 



checked by fome darfc rcvcrfe ^ther in 9 E,ii M. 
their health or thek fi»-tafte; whether u^*l^ 
the irreligwus and f^rq^^te ^| ^ygf 
fttiFe? ed to eiibitpa loAgi . without h4ing 
ixiurk^d with iii&a^/ aa^ jb^^Qiniii^ e]pi^ 
je4ls of contempts — ^I aik^ t<i Wh^t^aUfii 
this is to be afciibed, b%f to tkit .^^er^^ 
ti^ rfthe hand^JGHi whicJh I am novt 
caUingyott t6 cofifide^? DbeS it not ^bvM 
oufly carry the m^k,^ of 21 jJlap, a ryftem 
of tiling^, coritr^i^ ahd ferfc-ot-daifiedby 
Pi-oyidehce,. for rewarding virtu€^> and 
pUnifliirtg vide ^ eyity form of ite difor* 

dafs?—^Th^ Goyefm>r cif the world nee4 
not fi&r thi& purpoft fte^.from his throne, 
^ put f^rth hi« htnd from die' dpuds^ 
With admiraUe wi^otfthe hath ib or^ 
dered the train of humnn affairs, that^ i& 
their natural courfe, naan** owH mcked* 
fkf$ fludl, reprove ihem^ ahd their kackfti* 
d^gs cdrreB tht^i fkat theyjkall be. n^e^ 
ta eat the fruit of their d&mgs^ and tofoH 
into the pit ^liflrick the\nfthis hadd^ged* . 
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s ER M. Thefe things have been alwa]rs fbafn 
parent to obfervation^ that though a man 
may have been feduced into irregular 
and evil courfes during his life, yet, at 
the clofe of it, it feldom happens but he 
difcemsthekpemicious nature, andcon- 
demns himfelf for them. Never, per- 
haps, was there a &ther» who, aftef he 
had fpenthis days in idlenefs, diflipati^i, 
and luxury, did not, when dying, admo^ 
nifh the children whom beloved, to hold 
a more honourable courfe, to follow the 
paths of virtue, tq fear God, and to fulfil 
properly the duties of their ftation,— To 
yourfelves, indeed, I can confidently ap« 
jpeal, whether what lam now faying, be 
iiot confinned by your own teftimony. 
After you have been guilty of &>me cri* 
minal ads, in the courfe of thofe riotous 
pleafiiies which you indulge, have you 
not, at certain times, felt the fting$ of 
remorfc ? Were you not obliged to con- 
feft to yourfelves that a fad prpfpeft of 
inifery was opening before you, if iiich 
pxccflcs were to continue? Did you not 

hear 
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hear an inward voice upbraidiAg you forS* E R *(f , 
having funk and degraded yourcharac- c-%-w 
ter fo far below that of many of your 
equals around you?— My friends, what 
was this but the voice of God, fpeaking, 
as the Governor of his creatures,^ withii^ 
your heart; teftifying loudly that your 
eourfe of life was difpleafing to him; 
and warning you of punifhments that 
were to follow? If his difpleafure againft 
you is already begun to be teftified, can 
you tell where it is to ftop, or how long 
it may continue tdpurfue you throughout 
future flages of your exiftence? Who 
knoweth the power of his wrath ?--^To 
this awful, this warning voice, will you ' 
not beperfuaded reverently to liften? 
Imprefled by the dread authority which 
it carries, flifiU you not fall down on your - 
knees before your Maker, imploring his 
mfcrcy to pardon your paft offences, and 
his grace to reiSiify your future way ? 

Such ought to be the eflfedts of the 

(^nfiderationr of God as the Governor of 

1% thQ 
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s £ R Mf the world. It leads to though of a ve«^ 
'\^,^lJ.^ ry ief iQus nature. When w^ regard tid 
work of the Lari^ and contemplate him 
gs the Author of the.univcrfe, fuch coft-% 
tpmplation proQipts devo^n« But wheir 
we confider t,ke operation of bis handle vk 
providence,, and contemp^ehim aatho 
Governor of qsankind^ fiiich conte^ipi^ 
idon pf<xnpts humiliation before him Sbf 
offences conamitted. The; forna^r %^ 
(Jreffes if(elf to theingenuous ientintQirt* 
that are lift in the heart; and awakens 
at fenfe of pur uixworthinefsi, in ne^ec- 
tingf the Author of nature, amidftour^ 
riotous pleafured; The latter ^ddreiTe^ 
itfelf to our regard for fafety and iwppi^ 
njds; and awkkw^ fear and dreadv fi*Qm: 
coiifcioufnefe of the guik we have cort* 
tfaft-ed. Heote fpriags up \xt ewry 
thoughtful raincj,. an anxious i^qncferQ'. tQi 
avert the difpl^afiiref and regain the hn 
vour of that SiipceiTO Bd^ tot wiiOQt: 
we are all fubjed. This> among unen-r 
lightened nation%gai^( i^ to iaqrifieeSj, 
expiations, andal^tlhe rites^of huflodbli^ 
thdijgh fuperftitiou?; worfhip. Among 

nations. 
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nations, who have been iftftru<aed In s E R M. 
tnxt religion, fcntiments of the fame ^T^ 
pature pave the way for prayer, repen- 
tance, faiths and all thofe, duties^ by 
means of which we may hope, through 
21 divine Mediator and interceflbr, to be 
reconciled to heaven. Natural and re- 
vealed religion here appear in concord* 
We behold the original di<ftates of the 
Ijuman heart laying a foundation for the 
glad reception of the comfortable tid- 
ings of the gofpel. 

I HAVE thus endeavoured to (hew In 
what manner, by regarding the work of 
the Lordy and conjidering the operation of 
his handsy W'e may prevent the dangers 
arifing from a thoughtlefs indulgence of 
pleafure; we may be furnilhed with an 
antidote to the poifon which is too often 
mixed in that intoxicating cup. Human 
life is full of troubles. We are all tempt- 
ed to alleviate them as much as we can, 
by freely enjoying the pleafurable mo- 
ments which Providence thinks fit to al- 
low 
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s E R M. l6w US. Enjoy them wc may : feut, i( 
we would enjoy them fafely, and enjoy 
them long, let Us temper them with the 
fear of God. As foon as this is forgotten 
and obliterated, the found of the harp 
and the viol is Changed into the fignal of 
death. The ferpent comes forth from 
the rofcs where it had lain in ambufh^ 
and gives the fetal Jfling. Pleafure in 
moderation is the cordial^ in exccfs it is 
lh« bane, of life> 
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Psalm xvL il. 



Thou mltjhew me the path of life: In thy 
prefence is fultiffs of joy: at thy right 
hand there are pleafuresfor evermore. 

THE apoftlc Peter, in a difcourfe ^ E R M. 
which he held to the Jews, ap- vil. 
plies this pafllge, in a myftical and pro* *-*>"^ 
phetical fenfe, to the Mefliah** But, in 
its literal and primitive meaning, it ex« 
prefles the -exalted hopes by which the 

Plalmift 
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8 E R M. Pfalmift David fupportcd himfelf amidft 
^J^^^^ the changes and revolutions, of which 
his lifa was full. By thefe hopes, when 
flying before Saul, when driven from his 
throncy and perfecuted by an unnatural 
fon, he was enabled to prefervc his vir- 
tue, and to maintain unfhaken truft in 
God. — ^In that early age of the world, 
thofe explicit diffeo¥€iM6 crf^a ftate of im- 
mortality, wrhich we enjoy, had not yet 
been given to mankind. But though 
the Sun of righteoufiiefi. was not arifcn, 
the dawn had appeared of that glorious 
day which he was to introduce. Even in 
thofe antient times, holy men, as the 
apoftle writes. to the Hebrews, faw the 
promifes afar off, and 'Were perfuaded of 
them and embraced them \ , and csij^ej^g^ 
that they were Jirangers and pilgrims m 
earth, declctred that they foi^ht after a 
better country , that is an heavenly'^. In- 
deed, in every age, God pjermitted fuph 
hopes to afford fupport and confolation 
to thofe who ferved him. The fuH 

effedt 

•Heb. XI. 13,— 16. 
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dfe^ of them wc behold in thofc tri- s E R M. 
umphant cxpr cffions of the text, which yj^^i^ 
are ta be the fubjeifl of this difcourfc. 
They lead us to confider; firft, The 
hope of the Pfalmift in his prcfent ftate ; 
Thou wUt fitewme the path of life. And, 
fccondly, the termination of his hope in 
that future ftate, where in thepfefence of 
Godisfuhefs of joy ^ and at his right-hand 
there are pleafuresfor evermore. 

1: Thau wihjhew me the paths of life. 
This plainly imports^hat there are dif- 
ferfent^/rMxorcourfes of conduft, which 
iTiay be purfvied by men in this world; 
a path which leads to life or happinefs, 
and a path which iffues in death or dc- 
ftruftion* Thefe oppofite lines of con- 
du<a are determined by the choice which 
men make of virtue or of vice; and hence 
men are divided into two great clafles, 
according as their inclinations lead them 
t6 good or to evil. The path of life is of- 
ten a rough and difficult path, followed 

only 
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s E R M- orAy by a few. The opposite one 1$ the. 

^y^l^ broad way, in which the multitude 
walk; feemingly. fmooth, and ftrewed 
with flowers; but leading in the end to 
death and mifery. The path qfliff covi^ 
d\x&& us up a fteep afcent. The palace 
of virtue has, in all ages, faten repreieot^ 
ed as placed on the fummit of a hill; in 
the aicent of which labour is requifite, 
^nd difficulties are to be funnounted; 
and where a conductor is needed, to* di« 
reft our w^y, and to aid our ftep. 

Now, the hope which good men en« * 
tertai^ is that this path of life fhall be 
fhcwn them by God; that, when their 
intentions are upright, Godtwill both in-* 
flrudt them concerning the road whkh 
leads to true happinefs, ^nd will affift 
them to purfue it fuccefsfully • Among . 
nations where any fuitable ideas of God 
or of virtue began to be formed, hopes 
. of this nature alfo began to be entertain** 
cd. It was confonant to the nature rf 
man, to think that the Supreme Being 
was favourable to virtue. Accordingly^ 

in 
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in the writings of . fome of tlie anpient s E RM. 
f^ilofophersy wfe find various obfcurc ^Jl^^ 
traces of this belief, that there was a 
benign heavenly fpirit, who illuminated 
the minds of* the virtuous, and affifted 
their endeavours to obtain wifdom and 
happinefs. They even afTerted, that 
no man became great or good without 
iome infpiiation of heaven. 

But what they indiftincftly conceived, 
and could not with confidence rely upon, 
the dodtrine of Chriftianity hath clearly 
explained and fully confirmed; exprefe- 
ly and frequently teaching, that not only 
by the external difcoveries of revelation, 
but by the inward operations of his Spi- 
rit, he /hews to the humble and virtu- 
ous xhtpath of life. While, by his word, 
he inftruas them in their duty, by the 
influence of his grace he aflifts them in 
the performance of it. In all revelation 
tho-e is certainly no dodrine more com. 
fbrtable than this. It is to good men 
a noble and pleafing thought, that they 
are purfuing a path which God has dif- 

covertd 
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s Eft %L covered and pointed out to diem. Fori 
^J^^^!^ they know that cTcry path, ill which he 
is their condodtor, muil be honourable^ 
muft be fafc, muil: bring them in the end 
to felicity. Tiiey follow that Shepherd 
oflfraeU who always leads his flock into 
green pajbiresy and makes them lie down be^ 
fide thefiill nx>aters. At the feme time^ 
they know that, if there be truth in re- 
ligion at all, on this {n-inciple they may 
fcc«rcly reft, that the Divine Being will 
never defert thofe who arc endeavouring 
to follow out, as they can, t|>e path 
which he has ihewn them He beholds 
them here in a ftate of great imbecility; 
forrotinded with much darkncfsj expof- 
ed to numberlefs dangers, from the 
temptations that affault them without, 
and the fedu^ftion of mifguided and 
diforderly paffions within. In this fi- 
tuation, can they ever fufped: that the 
Father of mercies will leave his fervants, 
alone and unfaefriended, to ftruggle up 
the hill of virtue, without ftretchiag 
^ forth a compafEonate acm to aid their 
frailty, and to guide them through the 

bewildering 
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l)ewiMerkg pallid of Ii& Wkerc were 3 e R"M; 
thentlie Gadrfkve? Whcrey thofe inii^ luZiw 
nite cxxnpttffions of his natore, in which 
all his worfhippers have been encourag- 
ed to tnrfl:?-**-Naj M^vt^findforthhts 
Hght and his truth ict bring them to his hiy 
iWff. For the righteous Lord Iwetk righ* 
Udufnefsj and kis counterum^ kefwidetk the 
uprighr. With him the« is^nO' oUiqae 
pQrpo£ey toturn lidms^defi^oinfavoiirfng 
the cafC^fe ofgoodnefe. Na undertaking 
ts» trhiciL he has giv^eis hi&' countenance 
ihaU pro^e a^rtive. Nopromiffi^thathe 
hasn^dbihaUbealk^wed^tt^M. Who^o!^ 
he loveth, he lovetk fa fkt md. Th& 
fidret of the Lord is with them that feaf' 
him J and Ju ^Htjhem them hk CG^enanf.^ 
^he meek mU h^ gmk in judgment 3 and 
them ls)Ut Jte teach his 'way. His grace- 
JkaiibefiiffiaentfiT' thfm^ andk$sjirength' 
hit mad» perfeStin their 'd^eiaknie/i. They^ 
^ firm jtrength to firengthi every one of 
thmp dppeareth before God in Zion^.--^' 
Sufctt* «c: the hopes with ivhich g6od'^ 

men 

• Pfal. XXV. 14, 9. 2 Cor. xii. 9. PfiJ. Ixxxiv. 7. 
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s E R M. men in a preientlife fet forth ona courie 
^J!^^ ofpety and virtue. l%ou Tviltjhew toe 
the path of life. Let us now proceed^ 

n. To confider the termination of 
thefe hopes in a future .ftatc. In thy 
prefence isfulnefs of joy i at thy right hand 
thefe are pleafures for evermore. All 
happinefs aiTuredly dwells with God. 
The fountain of life \b juftly faid to be 
with him. That fupreme and indepen- 
dent Beingmuft neceil9rilypoflef§ within 
himielf every principle of beatitude ; and 
ao caiife frofi^ without can poflibly a£fe£t 
his untroui>lf d felicity. Among created 
dtependent being$, happinefs flows in 
fcattered and feeble fbeams; ilreams 
that ate often tinged with the blackn^fs 
of mifery. ^Mt fropa before the throne 
of God iffucs the river pf life, full, un- 
mixed, and pure 5 an4 the pleafures 
which now in Tcanty portions we are 
permitted to tafte, are fdl derived 
froxp that fpurcc. Whatever gladdens 

the 
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the hearts of men or angels, with any SERM. 
real and iatisfadlory joy, comes from ^^^ 
heaven. It is a portion of the pure in-- 
fiuence^ Jhwing from the glory of the 
Almighty ; a ray ijuingfrom the hrtghtnefs 
cf the everlajling life. It is liianifeft, 
therefore, that every approach to God 
muft be ian approach to felicity. The 
enjoyment of his immediate prefence 
muft be the confunmiation of felicity, 
and it is to this^prefence that the Pfalmift 
here expreffes his hope that the path of 
iife was to condudl him. 

The whole of what is implied in ar- 
riving at the prefence of the Divinity, 
we cannot exped to comprehend. Such 
cxpreffions as thefeof fcripture, beholding 
the face of God \ being made glad with the 
light of his countenancey andfatisfied with 
his likenefs ', feeing light in his lights feeing 
no longer darkly as through a glafsy but 
face to face-, feeing him as he is; are ex- 
preffions altogether myfterious, convey- 
ing fublime though obfcure ideas of the 
inoft perfeft happinefs and higheft ex- 
altation of humalh nature. This we 

know, 
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SERM.know^ that the abfence of Godj tbt 

\„.,.y^ diilance at^ which we are now placed 

from any communication with our Crea-; 

tor, i% one great fource of our infelicity* 

faith exerts its endeavours, but often 

ineiFed;ually> to raife our fouls to hinain 

He is a God that hideth him/elf. His ways 

feem intricate and perplexed- We fi;c^ 

quently cannot reconcile them to the 

conceptions which we had formed of his 

nature ^ and with many a fufpicion and 

doubt they perplex tjie inquiring mind^ 

His works we furvey with aftoniihmentr 

We wonder and adore. But while we 

clearly trace the footfteps of their great 

Author, his prefence we,can never disC- 

cern. We go forward^ but he u not there i 

andbachwardy but we cannot perceruehuHi 

on the left hand, where he workethj but ^ 

cannot behold him: he hideth himfelfon th^ 

right handy that we cannot fee himK Hence 

amidft the various forrows and difcou^ 

r^gementsof the prefentftate, thatexcla-^ 

matio^ 

* Job xxili. 8, 9. 



mation of Job's is often drawn forth SERM; 
from the pious heart, O that \T knew lZJIi^ 
"where I might find him y that I might 
come even ta his feat*! 

Surrounded by fuch diftreffing obfcu- 
rity, no hope more tranfporting can be 
opened to a good man, than that a period 
is to come, when l^e ihall be allowed to 
draw nearer to the Author of his exift- 
ence, and to enjoy the fenfe of his pre- 
fence. In order to convey fome faint 
idea of that future blifs, by fuch an 
image as we can now employ, let the 
image be taken from the moft gloriouf 
reprcfentative of the fupreme Being, ^ 
with which we are acquainted in this 
world, the Sun in the heavens. As 
that refplendent . lupiinary chears and 
revives the univerfe, when, after the 
darknefs of a tempeftuous night, it 
comes forth in the. morning with its 
brighteft luftre, and infpires every heart 
with gladncfs ; as afcending gradually 
through the heavens, it converts that 

Vol. IV. K whole 

* Job, xxiii. 3. 
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# fe R M. \**olc taft extent, over which its bearn^ 
\^^1^ arc diffufed, into a region ef light; aiid 
thus changes entirely the ftate of ob- 
jcds, by arraying all nature in beauty, 
and transforming it into the image of 
its own brightnefe :^— Some fuch chahg^ 
as this, though in a degree infinitely 
foperior, we may conceive the revekti- 
©ft of the Divine Prefence td produce 
Gpon the human foul. / ^wtB hk^td 
thy face in rigbteoujhefs ; IJh&ll be Ja^ 
tiifiedy when I awake, tvitb thy Ukenefs. — > 
But Without endeavouring farther to 
^ fenfcftd myftcries which we cannot esr- 
J^lore, there are two iublime and ex- 
jprelHve views of the Divine Eflence 
given* us m fcripture, ort which itmay 
be edifying that our thoughts (hould 
reft for a Kttle, in order to aid our con-* 
ceptions of the blcflcdnefs of good men 
hereafter, in the prefence of God. It 
IS fdd, God is Hght*^, God is hve^f. 
♦ Let US confider what futnefs of joy 

muft 

* I John i. J. \i John ir. S. 
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faluft arife from fuch maniftftatidns S E'R »*. 
of th6 Divine Eflence to the bleffed^ J^ 

God is light. The r6velatioii of his 
prefcnce, infers of courfe, a coinplete 
diffufion of light and knowledge among 
all who partake of that prefeiice. This 
tinqueftionably forms a priniar^ ihgredi« 
ent of happincfs. Ignorance, or the 
want of light, is the fource of all our 
prefeht mifconduS, and all our misfor- 
tunes • The heart of man is dark; and 
in the darkiiefs of his heart is the feat 
of his corruption^ tfe is , unable to 
difcern what is truly, good, Perpetu- 
ally employed in fearch of happineis, he 
is perpetually mifled by falfe appear* 
ances of it. The errors of his under- 
ftanding impofe upon his paiCons % 
and, in cbnfequenceof the wrong direc- 
tion which his paffions take, he is be- 
trayed into a thoufand difbrders. Hence 
fenfuality, covetoufneft, and all the vi- 
olent contefts with others about trifles, 
which occafion fo much mifery, and fb 
many crimes m the world, Hefeedetb of 
K 2 . ^ ajhes: 
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S E R M. ajhes : a deceived heart bath turned him 
sjil^ qfide^ that he cannot deliver his JouU nor 
fajy Is there not a lie in my right hand*? — 
Once open to him the perfed: fources of 
knowledge and truth; fuppofe him pla- 
s ced in the prefence of that God who is 
Lights fuppofe him illuminated by light 
derived immediately from the Supreme 
Being ; prefently alP his former errors 
would fly away as mifts are difpelled by 
the riling fun. His whole nature would 
be changed and reformed. The pre- 
judices which obfcured his underfland- 
ing would be removed. The feduftions 
of his paflions would difappear. Redi- 
tude and virtue, having nothing now 
to obftrudt their entrance, would take 
entire pofleffion of his heart. Angels 
are happier than men, becaufe they en- 
joy more enlarged knowledge and 
views ; becaufe they labour under none 
of our unhappy deceptions ; but fee the 
truth as it isinitfclf; fee it, as it is in 

God. 



. * Ifaiah xlir. ao. 
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God, Sharing the fame light which il- S E R M. 
luminates them, good men in a future ^—-v--^ 
ftate will fhare in their felicity, 

Moreover, the light that flows from 
the pretence of Hiqi who is the original 
fource of light, not only banifhes miferies 
which were the eiFeds of former dark- 
nefs> but alfo confers the moft exquifite 
enjoyment. The knowledge afforded 
us at prefeht ferves to fupply our moft 
' prefling wants ; but it does no more. 
It is always imperfeft and unfatisfacto- 
ry ; nay, much pain and anxiety it of- 
ten leaves. N?irrow is the fphere with- 
in which the mind can fee at all \ and 
even the^:e it can fee only darkly as 
through a glafs. But when it fhall be 
enlarged beyond this dufky territory, 
let Ipofe from, this earthly prifon, apd 
in God's' light permitted to fee light ^ the 
moft magnificent an4 glorious fpedtacles 
muft open to the view of the purified 
Ipirit. What mufl it be to behold 
the whole ftupendoijs fcene of nature 
unveiled, and its hidden myfteries dif- 
cjofcd ! To trace th^ wife and juft gor 

verijmenj: 
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fi E R M, vernment of the Almighty, through all 
' ' tHofe intricacies which had fo long per-- 
plexed us ! To behold his hand candu<ftr 
ing ten thoufand worlds, which are now 
unknown to us; and throughout all the 
regions of boundlefs fpace, to view wif-r 
dom and goodnefs perpetually aijing,^ 
and diverfifying its operations in forms 
of endlefs variety ! Well may fuch dif- 
coveries infpirc that fong of the blefled, 
which the apoftle John heard as the 
voice of many waters j"" and as the voice of 
mighty thunderings^ f^y^gj. Alleluiah / 
For the Lord God omnipotent reigneth^ 
Great and maruelloiis are thy woris^ Lord 
God Almighty -, juji and true are thy 
waysy thou King of faints* ! As God is^ 
\Light, fo alfo it is fajd in fcripture, 

God is love. His prefence muft of 
eourfe difFufc love, among ^11 who are 
perpiittqd to dwell in it. He that 

loveth 
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lovetb noty kn^wetb not Ood. He tAat6EK}lL 
dw^lkth in love, dwtUetb in Gody and God . Y^^ 
in bim^. Were man a fingk, folitafy 
being, the full enjoymjent of light 
might fuffice for his happinefs^ a$ the 
perfedion of knowledge would red:ify 
and improve to the higheft all his fa- 
c\ilties. B^t| both here and hereafter^ 
he is conneded with other beings* 
H^ven implies a fociety; and the fc--* 
licity of that fqciety is constituted by 
the perfection af love and goodnefe, 
flowing from^the prcfence of the God 
of love. 

Hence follows the entire purification 
of human nature from all thofe malevi;*^ 
lent pailions, which have fp long ren- 
dered our abode on earth the abode of 
mifery. We greatly deceive ourfelve^^ 
when we charge pur chief diftriedes 
Qierely to the account of our extern^ 
condition in the world. From th« 
disadvantages attending it, I admit, 
that we niay often have be^n Qxpofed 

to 
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6 E RM. to fuffer. We may have met with dif- 
^^ ^^ appointments' in our purfuits. By the 
arrows of misfortune we may have 
been Wounded. Under infirmities of 
body we may have languiflied. But on 
this we may depend, that the worft evils 
of our prefent condition arife from the 
want of goodnefs and love ; from the 
diforders of felfifli paffions ; from the . 
irritation which thefe occafion when 
working within ourfelves, and the di- 
ilrefs which they prdtiuce when break- 
ing out upon us fron> others; in a 
word, from that corrupted ftate of tem- 
per, and that reciprocation of jealoiifies, 
fufpicions, and injuries, which is ever 
taking place among the focieties of men. 
Could you banifh diftruft, craft, and 
uncharitablenefs, from the earth, and 
form all mankind into an affetobly of 
thejuft and the benevolent ; could you 
infpire every heart with kind affeftioris, 
and render every one friendly and gene- 
rous to his neighbour; you would ba- 
nifh at once the moft afflidive tribe of 
human evils . Seldom would the voice of 

cQmplaint 
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complaint be heard. All nature would S E R M. 

. VII. 

aflumc a different afped:. Cheerfulnefs u-v-^ 
would be feen on every countenance. 
Paradife would return. The wilderncfs 
would fmile; the dejert rejoice and blojfom 
as the r^.--rNow fuch ate the eiFe6ts- 
which the prefence of the God of love 
muft produce on the inhabitants above. 
Beholding his glory y they are changed into 
the fame image. In that teniple of eter- 
nal love, which his prefence has hallow- 
ed and confecrated, no found but the 
voice of harmony is eVer heard j no ap- 
pearances ever prefent themfe^ves but 
thofe of peace and joy. 

Thus, confidering God under thefe 
two illuflrijmscharafters which are giv- 
en of him in fcripture, as Lights and as 
Lovcy it follows that in ^his prefence 
there muft htfulnefs of joy. But I ani 
far from faying that the few impcrfed: 
hints I have now given, exhauft, or 
even approach to, the fum of thofe 
fleafures for evertnore which are at God^s 
right hand. Ten thoufand pleafures 

are 
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SERM. are there, which now we have neither 
^faculties to comprehend, nor pow^p 
to enjoy. Behind that myftcrioqs cloud, 
which covers the habitation of eternity, 
the view of mortals cannot penetrate. 
Content with our humble and diftant 
fituation, we muft as yet remain. Faith 
can only look to thofe glories from afer. 
In patient filence, it muft wait, truft, 
and adore. 

Suppoiing the ideas which I have fet 
before you, in this difcourfe, to be no 
more than the fpeculations of a contem** 
plative mind, fuch as were wont gf old 
to be indulged by the philofophers of the 
Platonic fchool, ftill they would deferve 
attention, on account of their tendency 
to purify and elevate the mind. But 
when they arc confidercd in connedtipn 
with a revelation, which, upon grounds 
the moft unqueftionable, we believe to 
be 4^vine, they are entitled to com- 
mand, not attention only, but reverence 
and faith ••t^They prefcttt to us fuch 
high expedlatipns as are fufficient to 
determine every reafonable man to the 

choice 
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choice of virtijej to fuppc^t hkn un-rSERM, 

der 41 its priefent,difcpsr?gcmiep*9* aikji ^ip^ * 
tQ comfort hiijA ki the hour of dcatk* 
Juftly may tl^ey eicciip in oijir hearic 
that ardent afpiration of the l^i^^mkSt i 
My foul thirjteth for God^ for the living 
God I O when jhall I come and appear 
before him! — But, with this wifti in our 
hearts, never, I befecch you; let us for- 
get what was fet forth in the firft part 
of this difcourfe ; that, in order to ar- 
rive at the prefence of God, the path of 
life muft previoufly be fhewn to us by 
him, and that in this path we muft 
perfevere to the end, Thefe two 
things cannot be disjoined, a virtuous 
life and a happy eternity. Who Jhall 
afcend unto the hill of the Lord? and 
who Jhall Jiand in his holy place ? He 
only who hath clean hands and a pure 
heart. Between a corrupted heart and 
the God of light and love, there never 
can be any connection ♦ But of this 
we may reft aflured, that the path of pi^ 
ety «id virtue, purfued with a firm and 

conftant 
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S E R M. conftant fpirit, will, in the end, through 

i ^ ^_ ^ the merits of our bleffed^ Redeemer, 

bring us to that prefcnce, where is/uU 

nefs of joy^ and where are pleafuresfor 

evermore^ 
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On Curiosity concerning the Af- 
fairs of others. 



John xxi. 21, 22. 



Peter feeing him y faith to Jefus^ hordy and 
what fhail this man do? Jefusfaith unto 
himy If I will that he tarry till I come, 
what is that to thee? Follow thou me. 

THESE words occurred in a confe- s E R M. 
rence which our Lord held with ^^}^ 
Simon Peter, after his refurredtion from 
the dead. Confcious of the difgrace 
which he had incurred by his late deni- 
al of his Mafter, Peter muft at this 
time have appeared before him with 
fhame. Our Lord, after a tacit re- 
buke. 
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SERM-buke, implied in the queftion which 
V , lj he repeatedly puts to him, Simon fon of 
Jonas y hiaeft thou me? reftores him, With 
great benignity, to his office as an apo- 
ftle, by giving the commandmeint to 
feed bis Jheep I ahd intimates alfo that it 
fhould be his lot to fufFer death in the 
caufe of his ^ " after. The apoftle John, 
diftinguifhed here by the denomination 
of the difciple whom Jefus loved j being 
prefeht at thid converfation, Peter, who 
was always eager and forward, looking 
to John, puts this queftion to our Savi- 
our, Lord^ and nohat fhall this man do ? 
** What fhall be his employment ? what 
^* his rank and ftation in thy kingdom ? 
*'what his future fate in life? — By 
what principle Peter was nioved to fwt 
this uiifeafonable and improper quefti- 
on to his Mafttr; whether it arofe froift 
i»ere curiofity, or from fcxne emotion 
of rivalrihip and jealoufy, docs iiot ap- 
pear ; but it is plain that our Lord was 
di£&tis^d With the enquiry which hfc 
made; and prefently he checks PeterV 
CMlofity, by a fevere reply; What 

is 
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is that to thee? "What is it to theeSERM. 

VIII 

*^ what this man Jhalldo*, what fliall be ,.^yO 
** his rank J or what the circumftances 
** of his life or hiSvdeath ? Attend thou 
*^ to thine own duty. Mind thy |iroper 
*^ concerns. Fulfil the part which I 
** have allotted to thee. Follow thou 
" me.'' — The inflrutaion which ariies 
frorii this convcfrfation of our Lord's 
with Peter, is, That all prying inquiries 
into the ftate, circuniftanccs, or charac-^ 
ter of others, are reprehenfiblc and im- 
proper ; that to every roan a particular 
charge is affigned by his Lord and Maf-<^ 
ter, the fulfillment of which ought to be 
the primary objeft of his attention^ 
without officioufly thrufting hknfelf in-* 
to the concerns of others^ The ilhiftra* 
tion of thefe points ihall make the fub^^- 
je& of the pre&nt difcmirfe. 

That idle curiofity, thatinquifitive 
and meddling fpirit, which leads men to 
pry into the affairs of th^ nci^bours, 
is reprehenfible oh three accounts. It 
interrupts the good ^rder» and breaks 

the 
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S E R M. the peace of Tociety . It brings forward 
K^^^^ and nourifhes feveral bad paflions. It 
draws men afide from a proper attenti- 
on to the difcharge tH their own duty. 

Jt interrupts, I fay, the order, and 
breaks the peace of fociety. In this 
world we are linked together by many 
ties. We are bound by dutyirand we 
arc prompted by intereft, to give mu- 
tual afliftance, and to perform friendly 
offices to each other. But thofe friend- 
ly offices are performed to moft advan- 
tage, when we avoid to interfere un- 
neceffarily in the concerns of our neigh- 
bour. Every man has his own part to 
aft, has his own intereft to confult, has 
affairs of his own to manage, which his 
neighbour has no call to fcrutinize. 
Human life then proceeds in itstpoft na- 
tural and orderly train, when every one 
keeps within the bounds of his proper 
province; when, as long as his purfuits 
are fair arid lawful/ he is allowed, with- 
out difturbance,' to condud: them in his 
own way. That yejiudy to be quiets and 

to 
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,Jo doyouroim bufinefs'^^ is the apofloli- S E «. M. 
cal rule, and indeed the great rule, for J ^^^^ 
prefervation of harmony and order. But 
ib it is, that, in every age, a fet of m&n 
have exifted, who, driven by an unhappy 
aftivity of fpirit, oftener perhaps than 
by any fettled defign of doing ill, or any 
motives of ambition or intereft, love to 
intermeddle where they have no con- 
cern, to inquire into the private affairs 
of others, and from the imperfect infor- 
mation which they colledt, to form 
conelufions concerning their circum- 
ftances and charafter. Thcfe are they 
who, in fcripture, are chara<fterifcd as 
tatkrsy and bufy bodies in other mens mat-^ ' 
tersj and from whom we are called to 
turn away. 

Thoiigh perfons of this defcription 
fliouW be prompted by nothing but vain 
curiofity, they are, BBeverthekfs, dange- 
rous troubkrs of the world. While 
tb^y conceive thcmfclves to be inoffen- 
iiv^, they are fowing diffenfion and 
Vol. IV. L feuds. 

/ * xTheff. iv. II. 
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SERM. feuds. Croffing the lines in which 
y^^^Y-^ others move, they create confulion, 
and awaken refentment. For every 
man conceives himfelf to be injured, 
when he finds another intruding into his 
afFairs, and, without any title, taking 
upon him to examine his condudl. Be- 
ing improperly and unneceflarily dif- 
turbed, he claims the right of difturbing 
^ in his turn thofe who wantonly have 
troubled him. Hence, many a friend- 
fhip hasj3een broken ; the peace of ma- 
ny a family has been overthrown; and 
much bitter and lafting difcord has 
been propagated througli fociety. 

While this fpirit of meddling curi- 
ofity injures fo confiderably the peace 
and good order of the world, it alfo 
nourilhes, among individuals who are 
addiifted to it, a multitude of bad paffi- 
ons. Its moft frequent fource is mere 
idlenefs, which, in itfelf a vice, never 
fails to engender many vices more. 
The mind of man cannot be long 
without fome food to nourifh the ac- 
tivity 
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tivity of its thoughts. The idle, who S E RM; 
have no nourifhmcnt of this fort within ^_,-^ 
themfelves, feed their thoughts with 
inquiries into the conducft of theif neigh- 
bours. The inquifitive and curious 
are always talkative. What they learn, 
or fancy themfclves to have learned, 
concerning others, they are gfenerally 
in hafte to divulge. A tale which the 
malicious have invented, and the cre- 
dulous have propagated; a rumour 
which, arifing among the multitude, 
and tranfmitted by one to another, has, 
in every ftep of its progrefs, gained 
frefh additions, becomes in the end the 
foundation of confident aflertion, and 
of rafh and fevere judgment. 

It is often by a fpirit of jealoufy and 
rivalry, that the refearches of fuch per- 
fons are prompted- They wifh to dif- 
cover fomething that will bring down 
their neighbour's chara6ter, circum- 
ftances, or reputation, to the level of 
their own; or that will flatter them 
with an opinion of their own fuperio- 
rity. A fecret malignity lies at the 
bottom of their inquiries. It maybe 
L 2 concealed 
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5E.ilM.Gqnce2jted by an affeded (how of can- 
dour and impartiality. It may even he 
veiled with the appearance of ^ friendly 
concern for the interefts of others, , and 
with afFeded apologies for their fail- 
in|;s. But the hidden rancour is eafily 
difcovered. — 'While, therefore, perfons 
of this defcription trouble the peace of 
fociety, they at the fame time poifon 
their own minds with malignant pafli- 
ons. Their difpofition is entirely the 
reyerfe of that amiable fpirit of charity^ 
on which our religion lays fo great a 
iftrefs. Charity cover eth the multitude 
of fins ; but this prying and meddling 
fp.ijrit Teeks to difcover and divulge 
them. Charity thinketh no evil; but 
this temper inclines us always to fufped: 
the worft. Charity reJoicetJb not in im- 
guity^ this temper triumphs in thedif- 
covery of errors and failings. Charity, 
like the fun, brightens every objed: on 
^^hich it fhines; acenforious difpofiti- 
op cafts every charader into the darkeft 
{hade it will bear. 



It 
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It is to be farther obfcrVed; that alls:E^EM. 
impcrtiricnt curiofity about the aiFairs \_m ^ ^ 
of others tends greatly to' obflfrtnft pef- 
ibnal reforiAation; a^ it dravtfs mens 
thought s^ aflde from what ought to bfe 
the chief objetft of .attention, the im- 
provement of their own heart and' life. 
They who are fo officioufly occupied'a>. 
bout their neighbours, have^littfe leifufe, 
airdlefs inclination, to dbfetve their 
dWn defers, or to mind-tHeir own duty. 
From their inquifitiverefea:rehes, they 
find, or imagifte they find, in the be- 
haviour of others, an apology for their 
own failings; And' the favouritfe refult 
of their inquiries geherally is, to reft 
fatisfied^with theniMVes. Thfey afeat 
leaft as g6od^ they thinks asothfers 
around theni; The' cohdemtialfon 
which- they pafs ort the vices oF'theSr 
neighbours, they iAt@if>rfct't6bc a fehti- 
m^itt' df vlftiie vk tfiein^lVes. TKey 
beconcftP thbfe^ hy|)5'cr£lfes d^fcribed'by 
our Loi-d'J who fee cleatff Y/5^ irioiVthat 
is in th^f^ neighbrot^^s ^>, "ui^hile t¥ty 
4ifoernmt'tif^ briM'tbh^ /> in their own. 

In 
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S£RM. In oppofition to fuch a chara£):er as 

VIII 

v.^..^^ this, the doftrine plainly inculcated by 
' the text is, that to every man a parti- 
cular charge is given by his Lord and 
; Matter, a part is affigned him by Pro- 
vidence to adt; that to this he ought to 
bend his chief attention; and, inftead 
of fcrutinifing the charader pr ftate of 
, others, ought to think of himfelf, and 
(leave them to ftand or fall by their own 
; matter. What Jhall this man do? faid 
Peter. Whaty replies our Lord, is that 
to tbeef Follow thou me. 

Where perfons pottefsany imporr 
tant ttatioq^ or dittinguifhed rank,, in 
the world, the application of this doc- 
trine to them is manifeft. If they have 
any candour, they cannot refufe to ac- 
knowledge .that God and the world 
have a title. to expeft from them a di- 
ligent attention to their proper part in 
life; and that to watte their time in idle 
inquiries about others, with whom they 
have nothing to do, is reprehenfible an^l 
finful. But there are multitudes o/ 
paankind, to whom this appears in a very 

different 
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different light. They arc humble and S E R M. 
private men, who are willing to con- Z^^ 
ceive themfelves as of little importance ^ 
in the world. Having no extenfive in»- 
fluence, and no c^l, as they think, to 
diftinguifh themfelves by adtive exer«> 
tions in any fphere, they imagine that 
they may innocently lead an idle life, 
and indulge their curiofity, by canvaff- 
ing at pkafure the character and the 
behaviour of thpfe around them. With 
perfons of this defcription every fociety 
too much abounds.-: — My brethren, no 
one ought to confider himfelf a$ infig- 
nificant in the fight of God. 

In our feveralftations we areaUfent 
forth to be labourers in God's vineyard. 
Every man has his work allotted, his 
talent committed to him; by the due 
improvement of which he might, in one 
way or other, ferve God, promplte vir- 
tue, and be ufeful in the world. Om/- 
py till I comef is the charge given to all 
Chriftians without exception. To be 
entirely unemployed and idle is the pre- 
rogative of no one, in any rapk of life, 

Evea 
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S'ERM. Even that fex, whofc.taflc is not ta 
^j^^Jl^ mingle in the labours of public and ac- 
tive bufinefs, have their owivpartaflign- 
ed them to aft. In the quiet of domeftic 
ihade, there arc a variety of virtues to 
be exercifcd, and of. important duties to 
be difcharged. Much depends on theo^ 
for the maintenance of , private Decono- 
my and order, for the educatioa of th^ 
young, and for the relief and cqmforl: 
of thofe wbofe functions engage thera 
itt the toils of the world. B\£n whefe 
no fuch female duties occur to be per- 
formed, the care of preparing for futurq 
ufefulnefs, and oi attaining fuch accom^ 
pliftiments a« procure juft efteem^ is 
laudatblef In fuch duties and caa^es^: 
how far better \% tvcm, employed, thart 
in that fearch into private co^cqrnSj^ ' 
that circulation of rumours, thofc dif- ^ 
cuffions of the coudud, aqddefcants oa 
the- charp.<a:er of others, which engrofs^ 
converfation fo much,, and which end* 
for the moft part, in jfexreirity of cenfure ! 
In whatever condition we are placedjr 
%Q %Qi always in charaftec jQijould be our 
> con flan t 
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coiiftant rule. He who afts in charae • S^E R M: 

VIII. 

teri« above contempt, though his ftation u^-v-^ 
be low . He who aAs out of chirad:cr 
is defpicabk, though his^ ftation be ever 
fohigh* What is that to thee, what thisf 
man or that mzn does ? Thmk oi what 
thou oughteft: to do thyfelf ^ of what is 
fuitable to thy chara<fter and place; of 
what the world has a title to expetft from 
thee. Every excurfion of vain cufiofityl 
about others, isaiubtraftionfrom that 
time and thought which was due t6 
ourfclves and due to G od; Having, ^ftt^ ' 
iays the Apoftle Paul, differing accord^ 
ing to the grace that is given us, whether 
mimjiry let us waif m our minijiringi 
or he that teachetb on teaching ; or he 
that exhort eth^ on exhortation. JBfif that" 
grueth, let bimrdo it withjimplicity ^^ hie 
that rtdethy with diligence i he that 
jkmjottbmercy^ wtihcheerjulnefi^. 

In the great: circle of human affairsr 
there is room for every one to be bufy 

and 

. * Rom; zii. 6,-^9. 
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VIII. ' ^^^ ^^^^ employed in his own province,. 
* — ^'-^^ without cncroachingupon that of others. 
It is the province of fuperiors to dired; 
of inferiors, to obey ; of the learned to be 
inftruAive; of the ignorant, to be do- 
cile j of the old to be conimunicative ; 
of the young to be advifeablc and dili- 
gent. Art thou poor? Show thyfelf 
adlive and induftrious, peaceable and 
contented. Art thou wealthy ? Show 
thyfelf beneficent and charitable, con- 
defcending and humane. If thou liv- 
ed much in the world, it is thy duty 
to make the light of a good example 
fhine confpicuoufly before others. If 
thou liveft private and retired, it is thy 
bufinefs to improve thine own mind, and 
to add, if thou canft do no more, one 
faithful fubjeft to the Mefljah's king- 
dom. There is indeed no man fo fe* 
queftered from adlive life, but within 
his own narrow fphere he may find 
fome opportunities of doing good; of 
cultivating friendfhip, promoting peace, 
and difcharging many of thefe leffcr 
offices of humanity and kindnefs, which 
jrc yirithin the reach of ^very one, 

an(i 
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ancl which we all owe to one another. SE RM. 
In all the various relations which fub* u-y-^ 
lift among us in life, as huftand and 
wife, matter and fervants, parents and 
children, relations and friends, rulers 
and fubjefts, innumerable duties ftand 
ready to be performed; innumerable 
calls tp virtuous adivity prefcnt them-- ' 
felves on every hand, fufficient to fill up 
with advantage an4 hpnpur th? whgle 
time of man t 

There is, in particular, one great 
and comprehenfive obje<St of attention, 
which, in tbi? text, is placed in diredl 
pppofition to that idle curiofity reprc^ 
hended by our Lord; that is, to follow 
Chrift. Follow thou me, WJiat this 
man or that man. does; how he eni- 
ploys his time; what ufe he makes of 
his talents; how he fucceeds in the, 
world; are n>atters, , concerning which 
the information we receive can neyer 
be of great importance to us ; often, 
is of no' importance at alL But how 
pur Savioijr |)ehaved while, he was pn 

earthy 
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SERM. eSirth, or hov^r, in our fituation, hef 
,^^_^^ would have behaved, are matters of the 
higheft moment to every Chriftian. 

The commandment given in the text; 
to follow bimy includes, both obfcrvance 
of his words, and imitation of his exam- 
ple. The words of Chrift contain, as 
we all know, the ftanding rule of our 
life. His example exhibits the great 
model on which our conduiS ought to 
be formed; and it is to this that the 
precept here delivered diredlly refers. 
•^Examples have great influence on all . 
But by all human examples, we are irf 
danger of being occafionally mifled^ 
We are ever obliged to be on our guard, 
left the admiration of what is eftimable, 
bfetray us into a refemblance of what is 
blemiflied and faulty. For the nioff 
perfed: human charadiers, in the midft 
of their brightnefs and beauty, are aK 
ways marked with fome of thbib dark 
fpots which ftain the nature of man; 
But our Lord poflfef&d all the vii^tues of 
the greateft and beft-men, without par- 
taking any of their defefts. In him, all 

waa 
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xv4§ light without a fliade, and beauty SERM. 
Avithput a ftftin. — At the fame time, his 
c?c ample is attended with this Angular 
advantage, of being mpre accommodat- 
ed than any other tp general imitation. 
It was diftinguiifhed by no unnatural 
aufterites, noaiFeiftediingularities; but 
-exhibits the plain and Ample tenor of all 
thoie virtues for which we have moft 
frequent occafion in ^^rdinary life. In 
order to reader it of more eiTential bc- 
Oiefit, our Lord fixed his refidence in no 
particular place; he tied himfelf down 
to no particular calling or way of liv- 
ing; but gives us, the opportunity of 
viewing his behaviour, in that variety 
of lights which equally and indiffe- 
rently regard ^1 rnankind. His life 
was divided between the retired and the 
adive ftate. Devotion and bufinefs 
equally fhared it. In the difcharge of 
that high office with which he was 
vefted, we behpld the perfedt model of 
a public charaifter; and w'e behold the 
moft beautiful example of private life, 
when we contemplate him among his 
•^ difciplcs. 
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S £ R M. difciplesy as a Father in the midft of his 
^ *^ family > — By fuch means he has exhibit- 
ed before uS fpecimens of every kind of 
virtue; and to all ranks and clafles of 
men has afforded a pattern after which 
they may copy. Hardly is there any 
emergency which can occur in life, but 
from fome incident in our Saviour's con- 
duft, from fome feature difplayed in his 
charadter, we are enable to fay to our- 
felves, " Thus Chrift would have fpo- 
*^ ken, thus he would haveadled, thus 
** he would have fuffered, if he had 
*^ been circumftanced as we are now." 
Inftead, therefore, of thinking of 
thy neighbours around thee, and of in- 
quiring how they behave, keep Chrift 
in thine eye, and in thy whole condudl 
follow him. Follow him in his fteady 
and confcientious discharge of duty, 
amidft oppofitibn from evil men, and a 
corrupted world. Follow him in his 
patient fubmiffion to his Father*s will, 
and the calmnefs of his fpirit under 
all trials. Follow him in his ads of 
difinterefted benevolence, in his com- 

paffion 
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paffion to the unhappy, in his readinefs SE RM, 
to oblige, to affift, and to relieve. Imi- ^^^^ 
tate the mildnefs and gentlenefs of his 
manners. Imitate the affability and 
condefcenfion which appeared in his 
behaviour. Imitate the uncorrupted 
fimplicity and ^purity which diftin- 
guifhcd his whole life. 

These are much worthier and no- 
bler objects of your attention, than any 
of thofe trifling varieties which you can 
explore and difcover in the charadlers 
of thofe among whom you live. By 
lifting your view to fo high a ftandard, 
you will be preferved from defcending 
to thofe futile and corrupting employ- 
ments of thought, .which -occupy the 
idle, the vain, and the malignant. It is 
incredible, how much time and atten^ 
tion are throWn away by' men, in exa- 
mining the affairs of others, and difcufT- 
ing their condudt. Were their time 
and attention thrown away only, the 
evil would, in fome degree, be lefs. But 
they are worfc than thrown away; they 
are not merely fruitlefs, but productive 

of 
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SJERM.of much mifchief. Such a habit of 

V ^_-» thought is connefted with a thouianil 

vices. It is the conftant fourcc of rafh 
and fcvere cenfure . It arifes from envy 
and jealoufy . It foments ill nature and 
pride. It propagates mifunderftanding 
and difcord. All thofe evils would 
be prevented, if the repfoof which our 
Lord adminifters in the text came ofte- 
ncr home, with proper authority, to the 
-reflexion of men : What is that to thee f 
Each of us have more material and im- 
portant buiihefs of our own to fulfil. 
Our tafk is affigned; our part allotted. 
Did we fuitably cxami;ie how that 
part was performed, we fhould be Icfe 
difpofed to bufy ourfelves about the 
concerns of others . We would dif- 
coVer many a diTorder^ to be correft- 
ed at home ; many a weed to be pull- 
- ed out from our own grounds ; much 
jremaihing to be done, in order to ren- 
der oudSelves ufeful in this world, and 
fit for a world to come •-^ Where - 
&)rc, inftead of being critics on others, 
iet us employ our criticifm oh 

ourfelves. 
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ourfelves, Leaving others to be judged s E R m. 
by Him who fearcheth the heart, let us d^^ 
implore his affiftance for enabling us to 
a<ft well our own part> and to follow 
Chrift. 



Vol;jv. m sermon 



SERMON IX/ 



On our Prcfcnt Ignorance of the Ways 
of God. 



John xiii. 7. 




Jefus anfwered and/aid unto himy What I 
doy thou knoweji not no^; but thoujhalt 
hum hereafter^ 

HESE words of our Lord' were oc- 
cafioned by a circumftance in his 
behaviour which appeared myftcrious to 
his difciples. When about to celebrate 
his laft paffover, he meant to give them 
an inftrudtive leflbn of condefcenfion and 
humility. The mode which he chofe for 
' ' dolaetfing 



Oh our prefent Ignorance^ &c. 1 79 

delfvering this inftra^tion, was the em- s E R M. 
blematical adion of wafhmg their feet* \^.J^ 
When Simon Peter faw his Mafter ad- 
dreiikig himielf to the performance c^ 
fo nsienial an office^ he exclaims with 
the greateft furpriie^ Lari^ ddji than "uoafh 
my feet ^ Our Lor4 replies, in the words 
of the text. What I do thou knoweji not 
n0Wp but thmjhali kn&w hereafttr. " My 
^^ behaviour in tlus inftance, may feei^ 
** unaccountable to ycm at prefent; l^tt 
'* you (haU afterwards reccivfc a fatis* 
<^ factory explication of the intent of that 
** fymboi which I now employ/' 

The exprefliond of a divine perfixi, on 
this occaiion, can very naturally and 
[H^operly be applied to various inftanees, 
where the condii& of Providence, ki the 
adnuniftration of human affairs^ remains 
dark and myilierious to us. What I do, 
thou kfumeji not now. We muft for a 
while be kept in igncwrance of the de^ 
figns of heaven. But this ignorance, 
though ncceilary at prcferit, is not al- 
ways to continue. A time (hall come 
M 2 when . 



IX. 
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s E R m: when a commentary fhall be afforded oh 
^ all that is now obfcure ; when the veil of 
myftery fhall be removed i and full fatis- 
fkdtion be given to every rational mind* 
Thou Jhalt know hereafter. This is the 
dodrine which I purpofe to illuftrate irt 
the following difcourfe^ 

L Otf* Saviour's words lead us to ob* 
fcrve, that many things in the conduft 
of' Providence are at prefent myfterious 
and unintelligible. The truth of this 
obfervation will not be called inqueftiori. 
It is indedd vefy readily Jldmitted by all; 
and ever fince the beginning of the world 
has been the foundation of many a com^- 
plaiAt, and of much fcepticifm concern- 
ing the government of heaven i-^That 
human affairs are not left to roll on ac- 
fcordilig td mef e chance, and that Provi*- 
dence intcrpofes in them to a certain de^ 
gree, is made evident by^various tokens 
to every candid mind. But the perplex- 
ity and trouble of the thoughtful iniqui*- 
rer arifes from obferving that Providence 

appears 
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a|)pears not to purfue any regular or con- s E R M. 
iiftent plan. An unaccountable mixture u-v^ 
of light and darknefs prefcnts itfelf to us, ♦ 
when we attempt to trace the. affairs of 
the world up to any wife and righteous 
adminiftration. We fee juftice and order 
begun; but on many occafions they feem 
to be deferted. The ray of light which . 
we had traced for a while, fuddenly fqr- 
iakes US; and, where we had looked for 
the continuance of order, we meet with 
confufion and difappointment, — For in- 
fkance; when we examine the conftitu* 
tion of the human mind, we difcem evi-. 
dent marks of its being framed with a 
view to favour and reward virtue. Con- 
fcience is endowed with fignal authori- 
ty to check vice. It brings hopie un- 
cafipefs and remorfe to the bad -, and it 
fooths and fupports the righteous with 
felf-approbation and peace. The ordi- 
nary courfe of human things is made to 
coincide in fome degree with this confti^ 
tution of our nature. The worthy and 
the good are, in general, honoured and 

elleemed. 
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s E R M. eftecmed. He that walieth uprightfyp ia, 
for the moft part, found to walkfurefy. 
The chief misfortunes that befeiusin 
life can be traced to fome vices or follies 
which we have committe4; and it almoft 
never happens but l^tjnner's awn wck^^ 
ednefs is made ^ fooner or later, to re^me 
him J and his hackjlidings to correR him. 

All this carries the imprefs of a juft 
Providence, of a wife and a benevolent 
adminiftration of the univerfe. We can- 
not avoid perceiving that the Almighty 
hath fet his throne for judgment. At 
the fame time, when we purfue our in- 
quiries, the Almighty appears to hold 
back the face of his throne^ andtofpread 
his cloud upon it*. For in looking abroad 
into the world, how many fcenes do we 
behold, which are far from correfpon- 
ding with any ideas we could form of the 
government of Heaven? Many nations 
of the earth we fee lying in a ftate of 
barbarity and miiery ; funk in fuch grofs 

ignorance 

• • Job xxvi. g. 



J 
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j^orance as degrades them below the $ kr m, 
taAk of rational beings ^ csr s^bandohed ,^1^ 
to be the prey of cruel oppreffion and 
tyranny. Whdn we look to the ikte of 
individuals around us, we hear the la- 
mentations of the unhappy en every 
hafid. We meet with weeping parents, 
and nK)urning friends. We behold the 
young cut off in the flower of their days, 
ahd the aged left defolate in die midftof 
ibrrows. The ufeful and virtuous iire 
fwept aWay, and the worthlefs left to 
flourifli. The lives of the beft men are 
often filled with difcoUragemtents and 
difappointed hopes. Merit kngttifhes 
in negleded fcditude ; and Vanity and 
prefumption gain the admiraticiin of the 
world. From the fcourge of calumny, 
and from the hand of viblenc^, the injii^ 
red look up to God as the Avenger of 
their <:aufe ; but often ihty look up ill 
vain. He is a Ged that hideth himfelf^ 
He dwelleth, as to them, in the fecret 
place of darknefs ; or> if he dwelleth in 

light. 
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S £ R M. lights it is in light to which no man cmn 
^^ approach. Rcfignation may feal up their 
lips ; but in filence they drop the tear, 
and mourn while they adore. 

Such, it muft not be diiTembled, arc 
the difficillties which encounter us when 
we attempt to trace the prefent ways of 
God. At the fame time, upon refledlion, 
we may be fatisfied that caufes can be 
affigned for things appearing in this un- 
favourable light; and that there is no 
reafon to be furprifed at the divine con- 
du6t being myfterious at prefent. 

The monarchy of the univerfe is a 
great and complicated fyftem. It com- 
prehends numberlefs generations of men, 
who are brought forth to adl their parts 
for purppfes unknown to us. It includes 
two worlds at once ; the world that now 
is, and which is only a fmall portion of 
exiftence ; and a world that is to come, 
which endures for eternity. To us, no 
more than the beginnings of things are 
vifible. We fee only fome broken parts 

of 
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"of a great whole. We trace but a few s E R M, 
links of that chain of being, which, xJ^^L^ 
by fecret connexions, binds together 
the prefentandthe future. Such know- ' 

ledge is afforded us as is fufficient for 
fupplying the exigencies and wants of 
our prefentftate; but it does no more. k 

Peeping abroad from a dark corner of the 
univerfe, we attempt in vain to explore 
the counfels that govern the world. It is^ 
an attempt to found an unfathomable 
deep with a fcanty line ; and with a fee- 
ble wing to afcend above the ftars. In 
any complicated work, even of human 
art, it is found neceffary to be acquainted 
with the defign of the whole, in order to 
judge of the fitnefs of its parts. In a 
fcheme fo complex as the adminiftration 
of the world, where all the parts refer to 
one another, and where what is feen is 
often fubordinate to what is invisible, 
^how is it poffible but our judgments 
muft be. often erroneous, and our com- 
plaints ill founded ? If a peafant or a cot- 
tager be incapable of ju^lging of the go- 
vernment. 
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s E R M. vernmcnt of a mighty empire, is it fur-^ 
, prifing that we fhould be at lofs concern- 
ing the conduft of the Almighty to- 
wards his creatures? Wkatldothouknow^ 
eji not now. 

But, on this argument ftill more can 
be faid for our fatisfaftion. We are to 
obferve, that complete information re- 
fpcdling the ways of God, not only was 
not to be expected here; but, moreover, 
that it would have been hurtful, if 
granted to us in our prefent J^late. It 
would have proved inconfiflcnt with 
that ftate; with the adlions which we 
have to perform in it, and the duties we 
have to fulfil. It would indeed have 
overthrown the whole defign of our 
being placed in this world. We are 
placedhere under the trial of our virtue. 
Ignorance of the events that are ordained 
to befal us, ignorance of the plans and 
the decrees of heaven, enter neceflarily 
into a ftate of trial. In order to exer- 
cife both our intelledual and moral 
powers, and to carry them forward to 

OUf 
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improvement, we muft be left to finds ERM» 
our way in the midft of difficulties and u-^v^ 
doubts, of hardfliips, and fufFcrings. 
We muft be taught to adl our part with 
conftanqr, diough the reward of our 
conftancy be diftant. We muft learn 
to bear with patience whatever our 
Creator judges proper to lay upcMi us, 
though we fee not the reafon of the 
hardfliips he inflicts. If we were let 
into the fecret of the whole plan of Pro- 
vidence; if the juftice of Heaven were, 
in every ftep of its procedure, made ma- 
nifeft to our view, man would no longer 
be the creature he now is, nor would 
his prefent ftate anfwer any purpofe of 
difcipline or trial. 

M)rftery anddarknefs, therefore, muft 
of neceffity now take place in the courfe 
of things. Our prefent ftate can be no 
other than a ftate of twilight or dawn, 
where dubious forms fliall often prefent 
themfelves to us, and where we fhall find 
ourfelves in a middle condition between 
complete light and total darknefs. Had 
we enjoyed no evidence of a juft Judge 

ruling 
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s E R M. ruling the earth, and of his providence 
^^^^^^ interpofing in our affairs, virtue would 
have been altogether deprived of it§ en- 
couragement and fupport. Had the evi^ 
dence, on the other hand, been fp ftrong j 

as to place the hand of the Almighty i 

conftantly before our eyes, the intentioi^ i 

of our prefent exiftence would have been 
defeated, and no trial of virtue have 
remained. Inflead, therefore, of com- 
plainipg of the obfcurity which at pre- 
fent covers the conduft of Providence^, 
we fee . that, on the whole, we ha^ve 
rcafon to fubmit and adore, 

II. The text fuggefts that, though 
what God is doing, or what he intends to 
do, we know not now^ yet there is ground 
to believe, that at fome future period we 

ihall receive information. What I do 
thou knoweji not now ^ but. thoujhalt hum 
hereafter. The queftion here arifes, what • 
that hereafter is to which we are to look 
for the folution of our prelent doubts? 

I? 
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In the firft place, hereafter may, on s E R M. 
fome occafions, refer to the fubfequent ,,^^^1^^ 
courfe df dvent^ in this world. It often 
happens that the cdnfequences of things 
throw light on the defigns of God. The 
hiftory 6f Providence, in proportion as it 
advances, difembroils itfelf . Though our 
pirefent condition forbids extenfive and 
complete information, yet as much is 
fometimes allowed to appear as gives us 
favourable openings into the righteous 
and benevolent counfels of heaven, — 
Thus, in the public affairs of the world, 
it has been frequently feeh, that from 
the ftioft unpromifing caufes important 
and beneficent eifedts have, in the fe- 
quel, arifen. In our own country, at 
one period, the violent paffions of a 
prince gave beginning to the Reforma- 
tion. At another period, arbitrary at- 
tenipts againft religion and liberty occa- 
fioned that happy Revolution wl^ich has 
fcMined the sera of national profperity. 
In many inftances, the "wrath of man has 
been made to praife God. Thofe wars 
and commotions th^t (hake the md- 

ral 
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s E R M. ral world have anTweredfimikr purpofes 
^^^^^ with tempefts in the natural world, of 
purging the air from noxious vapours, 
and jeftoring it to a temperature more 
found and wholefome. From the midil: 
of confufion order has been made to 
fpring, and from temporary mi&Jiie^, 
lading advantages to arife> I n all 
cafes of this nature, with which facred 
and civil hiftory abounds, fecret defigns 
of heaven were going on, which were 
unfolded in the end. The wheel was 
always in motion. The hand of the 
clock was advancilig with unperceived 
progreis, till the momexit came of its 
fbiking the appointed hour. 

In like manner^ with refped: to indivi-* 
duals, there is often a hereafter in the 
courfe of their lives, which difclofes and 
juftifies the ways of God. Not to men* 
tion the good effeds which misfortunes 
are found to produce on the minds of 
men, by checking their vices, and cor- 
reiling their errors, innumerable exem*- 
pliiications c^i be given, of misfortunes 
paving their way to future advancement 



m 
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in the world. Wc arc always qu»ulou^ s E R M. 
and impatient when dcfigns foccecd not ^J.^^ 
accorcfing to our wifti. Ignorant of 
' what futurity is- to bring forward, oc- 
cupied with nothing but the prcfent,. 
we exclaim, Where is God? Where 
the fceptre of righteoufnefs? Satk he 
Jhrgotten to be gracious f or doth he in- 
deed, fee, and is there knowledge in the 
Moft High ? — Godfeeth not as ntanfeeth : 
Kc lookeA not merely ta what jrou fuf- 
ier, but to what tfxe efieft of thefe fuf- 
fbrings^ is to be. Confider only in how [ 
dtflferent a light, the Patriarch Jofeph 
would view the events of hi^ Kfe after ; 
' he had feen in what they had tcraiina- \ 
ted, from the fight in which he few 
them, when led away by the IfhmaeKtcs 
as a flave, or when thrown by Potiphar 
into the Egyptian* prifon. We murmur 
. agaittft Providence, juft as the im- 
petuous ywatk fretd againft his inftruc- 
V tors smd tutors, who are Jkeeping^ him 
/ under a ftridt, and as he thinks a need- 
:lefs, difcipline. Kfe knows not that, 
[by their inftruilioh and difcipline, they 

are 
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SERM.are laying the foundation of his fu- 
sj^^ ture fortunes J of the wealth which he i^ 
[ to acquire, and of the advancement to 
; which he is to rife in the World. What 
/ may juftly be faid to him by his tutors 
and inftrudtors, is equally applicable to 
us all under our prefent ftate of educati- 
on; What I do 9 thouknoweft not noWy but 

thou /halt know hereafter. Regarding, 

then, the unknown iflue of all worldly 
events in this life, let us never defpair, 
let us never think diflionourably of the 
government of God; but have patience 
till his providence accompliih its defigns 
in its own way, and at its own time, Al-^ 
though thoufayeji thou jhalt not fee him^ 
yet judgment is before him*, therefore truji. 
thou in him*. 

In the fecond place, the exprefSon of 
hereafter m the text muft be underftood 
to refer, in its full extent, not to future 
events in this life^ but to a fubfcquent 

ftate 

♦ Job XXXV, 14. 



ftate of being. For this life is no more S fi R M. 

^^ than the beginning pF the miehly and v^y^rxi 
cxteniSve plans of Proviiencc.^ Irhfe ' 

. i^eds are only now lown, of what is to 
ripen aiiii come foftlii kt the'Karveft of 

. the world: when the revolution of' the 

.. g^P^.* moral year ihall oe finiihed, and 

' the government of God fhall bbtaufi its 

full completion. It is the chief fcope 

^ of religion to direo: our view to this 
period; and it hath often taught us that 
the knowledge of the ways brGod, 
then enjoyeci fey the blcfTed, fhall con-* 
ititute a chief article of their felicity^ 

. . Now we fee through a glafs dari^lyi but 
then face to face. 1Stow we know in parti 
but then we (hall know even as we are 

^ known.. When that 'which is ferfeSi is 
comey^ then that which H in pari Jhall be 

, done away. In (rod's light wejhallfet 
ligfji"^'. Tiic reafbns thati^cjuired ob- 
fcurity to remain for a whilfe on the way^r 
of God no longer fubfift . The education 

Vol. IV. N ' of 

'. !►- >• •: 

• I Cor. xxui. 10, ti. Pfalra xxxvi. g$ 
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A £ k M. 6f good meti is completed; and the v\^ 
xj^r^ tcntion of thofe fteps of education, 
which once they could not comprc- 
)iend^ now becomes apparent. — Why 
this man was prematurely carried away 
from the world in the beginning of a 
promifing courfe; why that deferving 
i&mily were left overwhelmed with grief 
imd defpair, by the lofs of one who wa$ 
their fole benefa^or and fupport; why 
friendihips demented by tender tics 
were fuddenly torn afunder by death i 
Thefe are inquiries to which we can 
now make ho reply j and which throW 
ft dark gloom over tfee condiidfc of the 
Almighty. But the fpirits of the juft 
above, who are admitted to a larger 
view of the ways of God, fee the fea- 
fons of fuch counfels. They fee that 
bne.miii tvas feafonably taken aWay 
from dangers arid evils tocoifte, which 
unknown to him j Wefe hoveririg over 
his head. They iee that Providence 
Was in fecret preparing iinexjieacd blef- 
fings for the family who appeared to be 
left difcbnfolate and hopelefs. They 
fee that it was time for friend/hips 

to 
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\lo be iiitfolved, tvhfeii their longer cJon-SERM- 
tkiuaiice troiild to foilife of the parties ^^ ^-^ 
have proVcd a fnare. Where we be- 
hold nothing but the rod of power 
ftretched forth', they difcerh ati interpo- 
fition of the hand of mercy. 

Let us wait till this promifed bere^ 
after arrive, ^nd we fliall in like man- 
ner be fati^fied concerning the events 
that now difturb and perplex us. We 
fliall then know why fo much darknefs 
and mifery have been fo long permitted 
to remain on the earth, and (0 much 
' oppreffion and tyranny to prevail among 

the nations. We fliall fee rifing^ as 
. from the aflies of the old world, a nevir 
and beautiful ftrudlure; new bean^em 
and a new earth ; wherein dwelleth rigb" 
teoufnefs. As wide as is the difierence 
between the appearance of the worlds 
when it lay in its primitive chaos, nmtb^ 
cut form and void^ and the appearance • ^ 
it has now aflumed, when refplendent 
with the light, of the fun, and decked 
with the beauties of nature ; fuch is 
the difference between the divine plans 



tfEll1f;ia "llreir bjganningSt and iri 0$^ ix& 
^ I eoinpleticm. vAt t^ dan^itfkm* «iil 
not lill «^» 'the <gldry df ^tlie J^wdi 
ihall becoxrie^mMiileflt to sdti af»d»«BS»ii( 
k )dcfcril>ed in (ho bodk of ^daic &efK^ 
tion, a voicoihall be k^^wed^frtm e%sery 
creature n»bkb is in heaiim (md^mube 
ioftA^ and under ibemrti^f^ing^ ^S^ 
mgiOnd homntr^ andjp^ers ^ndtgl^r^t 
he ito Mm that JkHtb m the tArme. 
Great md fmrioelktu are 'tky -npbr^ifg 
laard^d jtUmgity ; juft and trme^art 
tfyfW0fi, tk6uXing(ffoint<s*. 

Ap#iicArrjOK of'lbe dpa»iac« i^it 
bave been Hluftrated may be )inade^^to 
i wa dailed of men . 

Firji, Tdfceptic*; who, &om the 
|)refcnt mytterious condutl of provi- 
dence^ l;uiftily draw the coitdbufesa, 
that no govefiimcnt is exerci&d OTtar 
kwmxi affairs, but that all things 
we fuffered irtdifcximinately ito ^ccttie 
ftKJfcc to all ,mai*— I have fliowntiRit 



^TQsn-thii jitiad0quai& yisofB: which. we.S.BltM 

amatpcs&at aycsto take ^fttheigcne^ j 

raBfyflein^ fuQh;myi]karibufiiaf^)cacac^ 

laasLi of Sfaosudfiiuie nHiKfii bet expff&edR 1» 

tadieplkcei. I^oiioo^ fo^ butxlrham 

d^K (hcmru ittttai tie' fit aod xmcoffiu^ 

titan this inixtute a£ ofafinuity ihos^ 

iKNor remain f afi. a full dUfkiy- a£ segiu* 

Iftp jafti€»:an^ oc^r \Roald: be iocon^v 

ilent wil& the morali impravemeolr of 

mens in this life,-T-Let me defiro the 

fceptic ta look toithe ftate a£ the natu^ 

jwil world. Wfeen;hpthmfcso£tbc(Hdfir 

ami ma^ficence that pccvaiiiin it, he 

wili^ perhaps, be anwilling. to^ ptot^ 

AouiKm it thd mere prodteaion of 

chance. Kfc camiot bat pecognifcthc 

hand of Intelligence, ani acknoivied^ 

it toi have proceeded fl^oni a. deflgnir^ 

Ciufe. I aik him. Whether in the 

natural wopld he (Mfcerns not as many 

myfterio»s an*pu8zling appear^uices as 

^^ to^ be f^imd in the moraLwortd:? 

Ace not de(feu<aive ftoiam, harnfcg 

liKmirttaiins ,.uninhahitable cbfcr ts, as dif- 

ficuU 
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BE RM. ficult to be reconciled to his pre-con«r 

IX* 

ceived idea* of fupreme wifdom and 
goodnefs in the Creatoc, as the fufier- 
ings and afRidions' which in the courfe 
of Providence befal the juft ? The na- 
tural and moral world are, in this re- 
tipc&9 counterparts to one another. 
Both are marked with the fame cha- 
rad:er$» and carry the imprefs of the 
fame powerful and gracious hand. In 
bothy it is evidently the intention of the 
firft Author not to render every thing 
level to our capacity ; but in the midft 
of high defign and 6rder» to allow cer- 
tain bbjedks to appear, which contradict 
the ideas we had formed, and mock our 
vain' refearches. Now, if we are ob^ 
liged to admit that the order and beau- 
ty of the natural ^orld fufficiently 
prove it to be the, wprfc of a wife 
Creator, notwithftaqding the feeming 
deformities which it exhibits ;. are we 
iiotled, by the fame train of rcafoning, 
to conclude that the moral world is un- 
der the diredlion of a wife Governor, 

though 



IX. 



tfthe Ways of God. ty^ 

though much of what he now docs wcs E RM, 
cannot fatisfaiaorily expUin ? 



^ Secondly > T^Edodrine of the text is 
to be applied not only for filencing fcep- 
tics but for comforting the pious. Ne- 
ver let them be dejedted by the darknefs 
which now covers the ways of the Al- 
mighty. If he withdraws himfelf from . 
their view, it is pot becaufe he negledls 
tbsmi but becaufe they are incapable of 
comprehendijig his defigns; becaufe it 
were not for their good that all his de- 
iigns were revealed to them.— -Inftead of 
perplexing themfelves about what is ob-^ 
fcure, let them reft on the clear and au- 
thentic difcQveries that have been given 
of the divine goodnefs . Let them reft 
on thofe great and fignal fads that 
prove it; particularly on that illuftri- 
ous fadt, the redemption of the world 
by Jefus Chrift, He thzX /pared not his 
own Son, but gave him up for us all, will 
afluredly not always conceal himfelf 
froni thofe who ferve him. Though 
Vrhat he dops they knQV> not now, the 

time 
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SERHtmic Approaches when ib0^a7/kn6^^ 
iJl^ hereafter. Till' that :time comeV ' let ' 
them believe and truft; let them hope 
and adore/ From tnis' conclufioh let 
them never dcpajrt, 'Aat iiyeai^ GbdandT 
keep b^ cpmmandmenisi is* in' every 'fitda- ' 
tiqn the trueft wifBomi that, if Acrii be' 
gbvernincnt in the univerJe at aU/ the' 
yirtuous and the worthy* are loved land' 
ptotefieii by Heaven i that m ^i^^&y 
fop they Jhatl reafif the^fdmimtijbt' 
the care of them is With the Lord^ dh^ 
tbehr reward V^itb the MoJ I^gh\ 
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Otfthc St^'vfi*!lr of Vic8* 



a^^ETTEWil; 19: 

While tbey promife them liSerfyi,^ the^ 
tbemjehes art the Jirvants of. corrupt 
Mf^ I fi^ ofnsohom a man is overcome^ 
of the fame is he brought in bondage. 

1?V6l^^^^ and futjedibn are dif- S E RM, 
JD^ agreeable founds to the ear, difa- 
grccable ideas to the mind. Tlie advo- 
cates of vice, taking, advantage of thoib 
natural' inapfetfibns^ liaVe in every a^ 
employed them for dilcrediting religion. 
They repVefent it as the bondage and 

confinement 
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. SERM. confinement of the frcc-born foul of 
X 

» man ; as a ftate of perpetual conftraintt 

formed by a fyftem: of fevere niles, 

which defigning men have contrived to 

impofe as fetters on the multitude. On 

the other hand, they paint a licentious 

courfe to themfelves, and hold it out to 

the virorldy as the gay and pleafurable 

enjoyment of life; where, having fur* 

mounted the prejudices of education, 

and the timorous fcruples of confcience, 

nien can think and ad: at pleafure, and 

give full fcope to every wifli of the 

heart. — But what if thofe pretended 

fons of freedom be themfelves held in 

miferable fubjedlion, and their boafts of 

Jtbei-ty t)e no more than the fwellhtg 

words of vanity? The Ajoftle afferts 

irj the text, that while they promife li^ 

herty to others, they arc tbefervatits^ of 

flaves, pf corruption^ overcome, and 

brought into bondage by it. This affer- 

tion of the Apoftle I purpofe to iUu- 

Urate. I fliall endeavour to make it 

appear, that no true liberty can arife 

from vice ; that bad men undergo the 

wori^ 
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worft fervitude; and that no oneSERM. 

is free 

good. 



is free^ but he who is^ virtuous and „„^v^ 



It is neccffary to begin with remov« 
ing falfe ideas of liberty » and ihewing 
in what it truly coniifts. We are not 
to iniagine that to be free iihports our . 
being fet loofe from ]:eftraint or rule of 
every kind. No mah, in any conditi- 
on of life» is at liberty to a£t always as 
hepleafes^ and to gratify every wifli he 
forms. The nature of the human ftate 
neceflarily impofes on all men various 
reftraints. The laws of ibciety allow 
no one to indulge himfelf in purfuitsor 
pleafures that are injurious to his neigh- 
bour. Eyen our own pature limits 
our pleafures within certain bounds. 
AH our deiires cannot b^ gratified toge^ 
ther. They frequently interfere, and re- 
quire him who would indulge one fa- 
vourite paffion, to deny himfelf in 
another. Diftinftions, therefore, mijft 
be made, preferences be given, and 
fome general regulation of condufl: be 
pbferv^d by every one who confults his 

own 



te4 ©* tBt:SStveiy' of^Vkf. 

SE R M; own welfare, ff'therc^ Be any' rcgufei^ 
i;^^ ^.^ tioB wBiieh^cnfercs us of Mctjrancf hap- 
pinefs, to be difcngaged from the ottfer- 
vance of that regulation is no article of 
KBerty; atlfcaftofftichKbertjra^awife 
Sjan woiiW wift to enjoy, ft* is iir 
tffba tp be tume* looie to our owit 
twin . Ft i^ fiich libcrtjr as^ a blimf man 
cnjoysj or wanderings at random, and 
fltifeing into every devious path> with- 
out a guide to dired; his ffieps, andfayc 
hui^ from: deilriB^tioB. 

Th«fe unbounded Ifeentioufnefs, there* 
fwejr which finners^ prefer to^everyre- 
gulbliofiiofcondu^y is altogether diffe- 
lerM fiom Irue freedom*^ ft is in moral 
bdaavioor the fiune as anarchy is in a 
HafJB^ whwe law ?m(f orderare extmft. 
Anapchy, fUrely, is no lefs incompati- 
bfe with' true liberty than abfohitc def- 
potifm^ ;: and of the t w<^ it iahard to fey 
which is tfce Ifeaft eHgiWe, or the moft 
miferableftate. Liberty by nQ ipeans 
fttppofes the abfcnce of all government. 
it onfy liippofes that the govern- 
men* under which we are placed is 
wife^ «ad* that the rejftraintK to 

which 



Qai^^ Shmtf^ of^rce^ ttoj 

MirHidh mt: .i^oHnitaiily ilubmit tntofi^/wefs S'STKHi. 
have ^boea ooniriued dax the ^neml yj^ J^\^ 
intereft. 

' 9EvOibd1fiiQe,lhe9tfiTQ]£9 i^ 
tieng^^'Otir Jaeitig pkceddn?ibxihioircum- 
•ftaaoea* ibat^thinithe ^bounds 2»f^« 
Aicc and -igood order, ^wc cznadt ac<^ 
9eoii£)Dg 130 ^or 'Own xlehberate xh6iD&, 
And take >&ich xneafbres ibir our conduA > 
as 'weha'vc reofon tothdieveare acocfdti- 
fcive^ to icmr ^elfere; without being 
cblfa^ftcdchiierdbjrexiteriial force, or 
ijyvidont internal impuife. This is 
(that chappy 'ind digrdfied ifhte which 
eir«iy wi&jsxm carneiHy wiihcs to en- 
joy. The.^vaaitagcs ivhich refialt from 
it lane ^chiefly thtlfe thnee; freedom of 
idhoide ; independence of mind ; bold* 
nefs and c&cunty. In appofidem to 
jtihde diftingixiihingichara^FS of liber- 
ty, I now proceed to ihiew that, in the 
£rft place, vice depriiees bad fnen <rf 
free diodce in their ^Aions ; that, in 
thae jEbcond pbce, it brings them un- 
jder ja IflaTifli ^pendence on external 
tartaimAahces i :and that, in the third 
5»hcc, :it reduces them to that abjeft, 
\ cowardly. 
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S£ R'M. cowardly^ and difquieted ^tt which ii 
v.,..^^ eilentially charaderifttc of hcmdage: 

I. Vice is inconfiftent with Kbcrty, 
as it deprives finners of the power of 
free choice, by bringing them under 
the dominion of paiBons and habits^ 
Religion and virtue addrefs themfelves 
to reafon. They call us to look round 
on every fide; to think well of the con- 
fequ^nces of our adtions ; and, before 
we take any ftep of importance, to 
compare the good with the evil that 
may enfue from it. He therefore who 
follows their dictates, a&s the part of a 
man who freely confults, and chufes, 
for his own intereft. But vice can 
make no pretentions of this kind. It 
awaits not the tefl of deliberate compa-- 
rifon and choice ; but overpowers us at 
onte by fome ftriking imprefiipn of 
prcfent advantage or enjo)rment. It 
hurries us with the violence of paflion; 
captivates us by the allurements of plea- 
fure ', or dazzles us by the glare of riches. 
The finner yields to the impulfe, merely 

becauie 
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bccaufe he cannot refift it Reafon re- S E R M. 
monftratcs; confcience endeavours to u^.,— / 
check him; but all in vain. Having 
once allowed fome ftrong paflion to 
gain the afcendant, he has thrown him- 
felf into the middle of a torrent, againft 
which he may fometimes faintly ftrug- 
gle, but the impetuofity of the ftream 
bears him along. In this fituation he 
is fo far from being free, that he is not 
mafter of himfelf. He does not go, 
but is driven; toffed, agitated, and im- 
pelled; paffive, like a fhip to the vio- 
lence of the waves. ^ 

After paflion has for a while exercif- 
td its tyrannical fway, its vehemence 
may by degrees fubfide. But when by 
long indulgence, it has eftabli/hed ha- 
bits of gratification, the finner's bon- 
dage becomes then more confirmed, and 
more miferable. For during the heat 
of purfuit he is little capable of reflec- 
tion. But, when his ardour is abated, 
and neverthelefs, a vitious habit root- 
ed, he has full Icifure to perceive the 
heavy yoke he has brought upon him- 
felf^ - How many flaves do we fee in 

the 



. & £ JV.M. thi5 wprjd to ipteogip^rance^ ^^9^Mi^^ 

, mflucncc of cuftoms ,whicb. they ha4 jil- 

; . Iowo4 to bcconje fo inyctcrate tbaj^^jjyiais 
.not in thcirppwcr.tpfaltec,.tbciji?; ,Are 

. they not often reduce^ tP,a conditjori fo 

wjfctchcd,^ tjiat; : whc^i ,theit , l^i^tf^us 

ple?du,rcs have became jittcr^jr.jii^pid, 

1 jthey^are.Aill/oryed to cQn^tinuc.t^^j 

, fokly bcc^uf? jthfty;.panpot.i'efr^i^f>pot 
b^caufe the ii^c|ulge;ncc^ve« jthjCW^^^ 
fqrc,^ but becaufe. abiiincnQe..^Qul|3[y^ ve 
them, pain j> ^d thia.)too,,,eyq^wi^ 
they are obliged at Jafl; to f ^.t^^l^nn 

^ their habits 9f>lifc^ a^ injuring their 
fortune, ijppwing . theijr .conftiti^io^ 
or ,difgracing, their charaScr ? ; Xice 
is^ not of fuch a nature that, wc?^pan 
fary, to it>, HitberlQ Jhalt tbou^icpff^ifnd 

r no further.. Having once -entired^in- 
to its territories^ it is not in our pow- 
er to make a rjetreat when .we, ple^fe • 
He^ that cbmmittttb Jin is. the fer^nt 
9f. Ji^*^ No , man who. Jias ;, xjucc 
. yielded up the government of bj|s mind, 
and given loofe rein to hi^de^rcs 
and ,paffions, can tcU ^ow', far d^efe 

may 



Ontbf Slavery of Fice^ ao^ 

may carry him. He may be brought s E R M* 
fato fuch a defperate ft^te» dut nothing ^^ 
ffaall reoiain i(x him but to look back 
with regret upon the focfaken paAh a# 
innocence and liberty ; and, fevereljr 
cohfcious of the thraldom he fufiers, to 
groan under fetters which he defpairs 
^v*; of throwing off. Can the Ethiopian 
ibange bisjkin^ or the ieopard bis f pots ? 
then may ye alfi do good who are aacuftom-- 
9d to do evil*. . 

Vice confirms its dominion, and ez« 
tends it ftill farther over the foul, hf 
compelling the finner to fupport one 
crime by means of another. Not only 
is he enflaved to thofe vices which take 
their rife from his own incUnttion, but 
they render others necefTary, to which, 
tgainfl his inclination, he muil fub^ 
imtf and thereby ftrengthen the com-** 
manding power of iniquity within 
him.' The immoderate love of plea« 
fure, for inftance^ leads him into ex* 
pence beyond his fortune. In order to 
Vol. IV. O fupport 

*Jeremia|iiun. 13^ 



&ja]IM.rtipportihateKpeiioe^ hci ia.oblig^'Cllt 
^ , h^ve racxnirft tdlove and difhoacmtajhfek 
metbodsxif gaby whichcidgiaali^.hc.dtt^ 
fyi&dL "So cover thefi^,. he is fococd 
upon arts of dUfiinu]ationaQd.firAttdi. 
Otie i&ftancc o£iaaid obligea Jui& tci 
foppctftit by another; tiU» inthereadib 
tiMM-< arii^s a character of conifdicated) 
vicei. of luxury* fliooliiig. forth inta 
Wftn^ft^ di(hone%^^ uyufttcot awL 
perhaps cfiielty^ It is thus that oiw 
^ourite . paflioa hriiigs. in. a. tribe of 
auxiliaries to complete the dominiofkof 
fin^ Asfsfmg^ all ouc. corrugtipa^pnM 
tl^e 10 a. ftroDg sum! intknateiCOQned&» 
on* When any. one of; them. is .adopts 
6d into out family^ itne^ec quitsiiis .lin^ 
iS ithaa&.theredupon us all ita^kindw 
ted.^^-^By.fuch oKanS' at tke&^ tty^-d^i 
Violence of pzffvaiSj by. the power^ ci 
kabit*! ai\d by the cdnned|on. of omn 
vicewitli another^ fin eAablijOies thae 
ferj(Eittide oif^r the will» which depcive& 
bad' meti of all power^ of fm- choice ii^ 
theif adions# 

Hi The il.avejj! prp4uced by vice 

appears 



On the Slavery of Ptte. 211 

appears in the dependence under which SERM. 
it brings the iiniier^ to circumftances of v...^ 
external fortune. One of the favourite 
charaAers of lilbeftyi is the indepen- 
dence it beftowsi He who ^s truly a 
freetiian is above all ferVile compliances, v 
and abjeft fubjeftibn. He is able to > 
i-eft lipoii himfelf ; and while he fe- 
gards his fupcriof s with proper defe- 
rence, neither debafes himfelf by cringe 
ing to them, nor is tempted to purchafe 
their favour by difhonourable means* 
But the finher has forfeited eVery pri- 
vilege of this nature. His paffions and 
habiti render him an abfolutc dependant 
Oh the Mrbrld^ and the world** favour ; 
on the Uncertain goods of for ttinc, and 
the iickie hUmouris of liien^ F^or it is 
by thefe he fubfiAs, and among thefe 
his happinefs is jfought $ according as 
his paffions determine him to purfue 
JileaTureSi riches, or preferments. Hav- 
ing no fund within himfelf whence to 
draw enjoyment, his only refburce is in 
things without. His hopes and fears 
all hang upon the world. ' He partakes 
ifi all its viciffitudes ; and i^ 'moved and 
O 2 (haken 
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S E R M. £baken by every wind of fortune. Thirf 
^i ^is to be in the ftrifteft fenfc a flavc t© 
the world. 

Religion and virtue, on the other 
hand, confer- on the mind principles of 
noble independence. The upright man is 
fatisfiedfrom bimfelfi He defpifes not the 
advantages of fortune ; but he centers 
not his happinefs in them. With a mo- 
derate fliare of them he can be contented^ 
and contentment is felicity. Happy in 
his own integrity, confcious of the ef- 
teem of good men, repofmg firm trufl in 
the providence, aftd the promifesof God, 
he is exempted from fervile dependence 
on other things. He can wrap himfelf 
up m a good confcience, and look for- 
ward, without terror, to the change of 
the world. Let all things (hift around 
him as they pleafe, he helieves that, by 
fh(P divine ordination, they fhall be 
- made to work together in the iflue 
for his good: And therefore, having 
much to hope from God, and little 
to fear from the wdrld, he can be 
eafy in every liate. One who pof- 
feiTes within himfel fuch an eftablifh- 

ment 
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ment of mind, is truly free. — But fliall s E R M. 
I call that man free, who has nothing \_^- ^ 
that is his own, no property aflured; 
whofe very heart is pot his own, but 
rendered the appendage of external ^ 

things, and the fport of fortune ? Is 
that man free, let his outward conditi- 
on be ever fo fplcndid, whom his im- 
perious paffions detain at their call, 
whom they fend forth at their pleafure, 
to drudge and toil, and to beg his only 
enjoyment from the eafualties of the 
world ? Is he free, who muft flatter and 
lie to compafs his ends; who muft bear 
with this man's caprice, and that man's 
fcorn; muft profefs friendfliip where 
he hates, and refpedl where he con- 
temns; who \% not at liberty to appear 
in his own colours, nor to fpcak his 
own fentimentsj who dares not be 
honeft, left he fliould be poor?— — 
Believe it, no chains bind fo hard, no 
fetters are fo heavy, as thofe which fa- 
tten the corrupted heart to this treache- . 
rous world; no dependence is more 
contemptible thati that under which the 
voluptuous, the covetous, or the am- 
bitious 
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SERM.bitious man lies to the mean.s of ^lea-^ 

c...^^ fure, gain, or power. Yet this is t^e 

boafted liberty, whi^h vice prpnufos, 

as the recompense of fetting U| free 

from the falutary rcftraints of yirtue. 

III. Another chara^ec of thq 
flavery of v^ce, is that mpan, cowardly, 
and difquieted ftate, to which it reda- 
ces the finner. Boldnefs and ms^ani- 
mity have ever been accounted the nar 
tive efFcdts pf liberty. He who enjoys 
it, having nothing to appit^ehend from 
opprcffive power, performs the offices, 
and enjoys the comforts, of life, with a 
manly and undifturbed mind. Heiiqe 
his behaviour is dignified^ and his. feur 
timent? are honourable ; whijc he who^ 
is accuftomed to bend ujtider jfeprvilp 
jivbjeaion, tiap always been foun^ 

mean-fpirited^ timprpiis, and bafc. 

Compare, in thcfc refpciSlis, the yirtur 
ous and the vicious man, ajpid you will 
cafily fee to which pf them t^c pharac- 
^riftics of freedom moft juftly Jbelpng. 
The man pf yirtue, relying on a good 
cpnfciei^ce and the prote^^ioi) of If ea.*- 
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ven, ^« ^itk -firmacfs «b4 cetf jrage ; 8 £ r ^, 
imdrift the dHbfcaiige of his duty, fears <^;^^ 
^ot the &ce of mai>« Theax«ai>4of ^ict» 
«9iyfeio€K ^ his low iftiMl coistttpt 'aims, 
(kriiokB heft>ie 'ihe fted^ alid jMeraiiig 
^ye >€>f inf ^it^$ db^ever 4eokiBg aYoutid 
^im vfkhaitiHOttsiUidfearftd.ck^ 
tifin, afod thiakiDg ctf /ubtfcirfiLigest % - 
whkhhemdyeetc%peikKn(}ai)ger^ The ' 

ont is iMas a Jidnj tht otkor^ietA leifin 
no man furfuah , To the oiie» ^olhiHg 
.«p|)ear6 con^mptibli^;^ by which he^n 
fdTOCure any ^pfefent adyanOtg'^. l^e 
oth^r il<x>k8 With 4i£ialn on whatever 
MRiould -degrade ihis chftradlar. *^ I w^ll 
.nt>t,'* Ays di€^ *?ffo demSAn -myftlfi as 
•«to <:a»eh the favwjir of:^jgj-|Bat€fft 
^ 4haB> by thk ojr jithftt kfw ^itr If 
^^^ ^H not be isJA £«r iftwHight ^ ta^, . 
^' that 1 did whtft ^im« bafe in o^dfA; to 
^'nnfilieihy-fdPtii^ Jbet^rthersiissi^p ^ 

^^ ifi> }ow, lipho <:anhet be With^)^^ ^e 
^^ favours of the world. But I <:ari 
^^ waat tbern^ knd dietefore at f«ich a 
f^ ^tidciiwilifilotpur<|tefc 



IS 
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sXRMLis the voice of true liberQr; aiid 
fpeaks that greatncfs of mind which it 
is formed to infpire. 

Correfponding to that abjifid difpofi- 
tion which charaiSterifes a bad muit ace 
die fears that haunt him*, The terrors of 
a Have dwell on his mind, and often 
appear in his behaviour. For guilt is^ 
never free from fufpicioh and aknh. 
The iinner is afraid, fometimes, of the 
partn^s ef his crimes*, left they betray: 
him; fometimesof thofe^hohavefuf- 
fcred by his crimes,* left they ireyenge 
themfelves; frequently, of the world 
around him, left it det^ him; anA 
what i$ wofft ^f all, he is reduced to 
be afraid of himfelf. There is a wit- 
nefs withii^hlm "that teftifies againft his 
mifdeeds; and threatens him in fecitt, 
when other alarms leave him. Con-' 
fcience holds up tohis view the«itf ge of 
his paft crimes, with this infcriptipn en- 
graved xiponiti ^\ God will bring evety 
^^ work into judgment.':' Hpwoppofiteis 
fuchaftateas this, to the peaceful fecu. 
rity arifing from the liberty enjoyed by. 

the 
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ti» virtuous ?— ^Werc there iKjthings E RM. 
more in the circumilinces of finncrs to yj^^ a 
afilx upon tbem the marln of fervitude, *^ 

this alone would be fofficient^ that^^ as 
the fcriptufe exprefles it^ Arougbfear 
pf death they are aU tbdr l^etime fui^eSf 
to bondage^ ^ Deatb fets all other cap^ 
tivcs free. The Have who digs in the 
mine, or labpurs at the oftr» can rejoice \ 

in the profpedl of laying down his bur- 
den together with his life ; and taftes ^ 
the hope of being at laft on equal terms « 
wijth his cruel oppreiTor* Bui to the 
ilave pf guilt there arifes no hope from 
death. On the contrary^ he is obliged 
to look forward with conftant terr&r 
to this moft certain of all events, as 
the concluiion of all his hopes and the 
commencement of his ^reateft miferies^, 

I HAVB thus &t before you fuch , 
.clear and unequivocal marks of the fer-* 

vitude 

•Heb.ii. 15. 



j^^ ^ tfcrify theicflbnlKi ii^ the «3A, «ttaft *i 
> tftane^of ^rii» wd^rofiraptiMi^ift <isi^ft^€ «f 

-wsre^ 4ioildagc It k; lert^s^aEttbbd >fe 
^mciMculiar eircuBiAi&iicciSdf aggr«»rk*^ 

Firll, It is a-boinkge to ^Idhtlw 

iyiijelSled. In other cdes, a 1>fflVe man 
«an^ofrtfort<hiinf<ilf^ithTe^edHig l^t/ 
• #Bt -tyrtttrts do their • worft, let prSons w 

Otters he his ^tot^ 'kisfmind rfemMnk liA-r 
-c^mqwii^ftnid^e. -OftHsMbertydtey 
curnett nob him ? he^e he moves Hi 4 
tiighcr Ijphere, above the reach f)F o^- 
^effi0Doreonfinement. Btrtwhatavafls 
^riicftow<^H5xtemaHibcrty, tort icv d ib 
has loft Ae go^rtinacnt-rfhimfdf ? ftis 
our Saviour reafons, in another cafe. If 
the l^ht that is in ^ee'bt darkn^, "bow 
^great is tiat dirrkne/s ? 80 we tnay rea- 
fen here, if that part of thy nature, thy 
mind, thy will, by which only thou 
panft enjoy and reUdi liberty, be itfelf 
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in l)pn4age to eyU p^oiis and-haJbitSy^sERM. 
Jiow miferable nmft be that bondage ? |_5). i 

Next, It is aggravated by this confi- 
ileratipni that it is a bondage which vf^ ^ 

.have brought upon ourfelves. To haw , l 

been forced into flav^ry^ is miafortunje ' 

^nd oufery . fi ut tq have renounced our 4 

liberty and chpfon to he flaves, is tbp 
greateii reproach added to the greateft .^ 

mifery, Mppaents there 6eq.ucntlymuft 
.])e, when a finneris fenfible of the de*- 
gra^dation of his ftate ; when he fcek 
with pai^ the flavifli dependence under 
which he is brought to fortune and the 
world;, to vjiolenit paiSon^ and iettled 
h^abits, ajid to fear$ ^nd apprebenfi^ns 
arifing from eonfcious gudlt. In fuch 
jnomeflts, hpw cruel jis the reflection, 
that of gl,! this di^^oe and miferyhe 
jhas beefli the author to hiipfelf ; that by 
voluntary compliance^ he has giv^n tp 
hjls ]^^0Q$ that haughty afcendant 
which they ppw exprcifc over him i has 
forged the chains with which he h 
^und ; and ibid hisifelf to do iniquity 1 

Laftly, ' 
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S?RM. Laftly, The fervitude of vice is ac- 
\ v^vNJ companied with this farther aggravati- 

on, that it is fubjedion to our own fer^ 
^ ' vants. Thefe de fires and paffions, which 

k the (inner has raifed to lawlefs rule, were 

I given us as inftruments of felf-prefcrva- 

A tion ; but were plainly defigned to bcun- 

der the direftion of a higher power. Of 
theinfelves, they are headftrong and 
blind ; they bear all the marks of in- 
tended fubordination ; and confcience is 
inverted with every cnfign of authority 
and fuprcmacy. But fin inverts the 
whole frame of human nature. It com- 
pels reafon to bow down before thofe 
paffions which it was formed to com- 
mand ; and leads it, as it were in tri- 
umph, to grace the fhameful conqueft of 
its minifters and fervants. It has been 
always obferved that none are fo infolent 
in power, as they who have.ufurped ah 
authoHty to which they had no right ; 
and fo it is found to hold in this inftaxice. 
The dcfires and paffionsof a vitious man, 
having once obtained an unlimited fway, 
trample him under their feet. They 

' maK« 



make him feel that he is fubjcd to divers, s E R'M. 
and contradidtory ias well as imperious ^ ^1^ 
maftersj whd often pttU him diiFerent 
ways. His fbtil is rendered the recep- 
tacle of many repugnant and jarring dif^ 
poiitions ; and refembks fbme barbar- 
ous cduntry, cantoned dut into different 
principalities, who are continually wag- 
ing war on one another.— —Such is the 
ftate into which finners have brought 
themfelves, in order to be free from the 
fuppofed confinement of virtue. Where ' 
they had promifed themfelves nothing 
but eafe, and pleafure, they are made to 
experience reftraints more fevere, and 
mortifications more painful, thaa any 
which they would have undergone un- 
der the difcipline of religion. 

It will perhaps be contended by fomc, 
that although the reprefcntation which 
has now been given of the flavery of fin 
holds true in certain inftances, yet that 
it is applicable only to thofe who come, 
under the defcription of atrocious finners . 
They imagine that a certain moderate 
courfe may be held in vice,4y means of 

which. 
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SrsRffl.whicH^ men, iffiidfour throwing alto-*- 
^ .^' ^ gcdicr afidc Ac reftfaintd of rcaibn^ xMf 

\ eojoy an cafy and plcafofaWcr life.—— 

By rcaibmng dius, my fiiends, you flat^ 

"% tcr and decci^re yourfelves to your own 

I ^ deibu£tion . Be affured, that, by cvfery 

f vitious indnlgence, you arc making an* 

approach to a flate of complete ilavery ; 
you arc forfeiting a certain (hare of your" 
liberty ; how foon the whole erf" it may 
be forfeited, you arc not aware. It is 
true that all which has now been faid of 
the fervitude of fin, applies only to a 
charaftercorrupted in the extreme. But, 
remembier that to this extreme no nian 
ever arrives at once. He pafles through^ 
maiiy of thofe intermediate ftages, in one 
of which you are now perhaps found* 
Vice always crecpis by degrees ; and in- 
fenfibly twines around us thofe conceal^ 
ed fetters by which we areatlaft com^ 
pletely bound.— As you value therefore 
yoar liberty and your happinefs, avoid 
every approach to evil* Confider all vi- 
tious pleafures as enchanted grojund, by 
enterittg on which, you will bfe farther 

and 
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and farther enfnared within the magic SE RM* 
circle, till at length you arc precluded ^^ . j 
from all Tdtreatj TJhe 'maft' pure and 
virtuous man is always the freeft. The 
religion of Chrift is juftly entitled the 
petf^Stki^ liberty. "^^ It isionlj^when 
die Son makes uj^Jree.^, that we are free 
indeed: ^nd it was with reafon the 
Pfalmift faid, I will walk at liberty ^ for 
Ifeektiy^-freeeptfi^ 

* James 1. 25. f I*^ c^* 45* 
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SERMON XI. 



On tbe Imfortanck c£ Public 
Worship. 



Psalm xxn. 8* 



Lord, I have laved tbe babttatim of tby 
boufe, and tbe place wbere tbme bonour 
dwelletb. 

'^'B^l^VL. ^ O D isaSpirttfandtbeytbat^orJhip 
k^iv^ bintf mujiworjbip bim iufphritandin 
trutb. That religion chiefly ccmiifts in 
an inward principle of goodnefs, is be- 
yond difpute, and that its value and effi- 
cacy are derived from its efFeds in puri- 
fying the lieart, and reforming the life. 

Mi 
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All external fervifces, which have not S E R M. 

XI 

this tendency, are entirely infignificant. ^-^-^ 
They degenerate into mere fuperftition, 
equally unacceptable to God, and un- 
profitable to man^ Hence they are fo • 
often treated in fcripture with high con- 
tempt, when fubftituted in the room of 
the important duties of a virtuous life. 

Notwidiftanding this, it is certain that 
external fervices have their own place, 
and a confiderable one too, in the fyflem 
of religion. What their proper place is 
no one can be at a lofs to difcern, who 
will only make a juft diftinftion be- 
tween the means, and the end, in reli- 
gion. It is evident there is danger of 
men's cjjfing here j either on one fide or 
other J and it is certain that they have 
trred on- both* After it was obferved, 
that mankind were prone to lay too 
much weight on the external parts ^ of . 
religion, it began to be thought, that 
no weight was to be allowed to them 
at alL The time was, when all reli- 
gion centered in attending the duties 
of the church, and paying veneration to 
Vol. IV. P whatever 
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S E It M whut^vi^ vfBS accounted facr cd. Ithis 
^^^'_j alone ran&ified the chamber, and cotti-^ 
pcnlated every Wemiih' in mwalcondtwa:* 
From this extreme, the !^rit of the age 
hems to be running faft into the oppo-» 
fite extreme, of holding eveiy thing light 
Aat belongs to public worfliip^ But if 
fuperftition be ftn evil, and a very great 
one it undoubtedly is> irreHgion is not a 
finallel- evil: And though Ae Jbrm rf 
godKnefs may often remain, when the 
power of it is wanting^ yet die fcnvef 
cannot well fubfift where the form h 
altogether gone.— ^The holy Pfalmift, 
whofe words are now before us^ dif- 
covcrs much better principles. Expref-« 
fing always the higheft regaid for the 
kws of God, and the precepts of virtue, 
he breathes, at the fame time j a fpirit c^ 
pure devotion. Though loaded with Ac 
' cares of rojralty, and encircled wiA the 
^lendor of a court, he thought it well 
became him to (how refpeft to the great 
Lord t)f nature; and on many occalSons 
expreffes, as he does in the ttxty his de-* 
light in the public fervice of the temple- 

Lord, 



j 
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Lord^ I have loved the habitation of thy ^^U 
Aou/e^ and the place where thine hmour \ J^^ 
d'welleth. In difcourfing from which 
words I purpofe to flicw the importenco 
pf the public worfhip of God, and the 
benefits rcfulting from it, I {ball con-- 
i^derit in thr^e lights j as it relpe<fts God^ 
asitrefpefts the world; asitrefpe<3» 
ourfelves, 

I. Let us confider it with refpe6t td 
God. If there exift a Supreme Being, 
the Creatorof the world, no confequence 
appears more natural and direcfl than this^ 
that he ought to be worihipped by his 
creatures, with ev^ry outward exprcfljon 
of fubmiffion and honour. Weneedoply 
appeal to every man*8 heart, whether this ' 

be not a principle which carries alon^ 
with it its own pbligatipp, that to Him 
who is the Fountain of our life, and the 
Father of our mercies; to Him who has 
raifcd up that beautiful ftru^urc of the 
univeijfe in which we dwell, aod where 
we are furrounded with fo many blef** 
fiijgs and comforts ; folenm acknowledge- 
P 2 mer^j^ 
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slER Moments of gratitude fhould be made, 
^.^..J.^ praifcs and prayers fhould be offered, 
and all fuitable marks of dependence on 
him be expreffed. — This obligation ex- 
tends beyond the filent and fecret fen- 
timents of our hearts. Bcfides private 
devotion, it naturally leads to aflbciations 
for public worfhip; to open and declared 
profcffions of refpeift for the Deity. 
Where bleffings are received in com- 
mon, an obligation lies upon the com- 
munity, jointly to acknowledge them, 
Siiicerc gratitude is always of open and 
diffufive nature It loves to pour itfelf 
forth; to give free vent to its emotions ; 
and, before the world, to acknowledge 
and honour a Benefaftor. 

So confonant is this to the natural fen- 
tinients of mankind, that all the nations 
of the earth have, as with one confent* 
Agreed to inflit u te fome forms of wdrfhip ; 
to hold meetings, at certain times, in ho- 
nour of their deities. Survey the focie- 
ties of men in their rudefl flate; explore 
the African defarts, the wilds of America, 

or 
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or the diftant iflands of the ocean : and s E r m. 
you will find that over , all the earth fome , 
religioxis ceremonies have obtained* You 

. will every where trace, in one form or 
other, the temple, the prieft, and the- 

.offering. The prevajcnce^ of the moft 
abfurd fuperflitions furnifhes this tefti- 

^mony to the |ruth, that in the hearts of 
all men the principle is engraved, of 

. worfhip being due to that invifible Pow- 
er vvho rules the world, — Herein con- 

.fifls the great excellency of Chriftian 
religion, that it hath inflrudted us in the 

Simple and fpiritual nature of that wor*. 
fhip. Difcncumbcred of idle and un-.. 
meaning cerenaonies, its ritual is pure, 
and worthy of a divine Author- Its 
pofitive inftitutions are few in number, 
mofl fignificant of fpititual things, anc^ 
direftly conducive to good life and prac- 
tice. How inexcufable then are we, if, 
placed in fuch happy circumflances, the 
fcnfe of thofe obligations ta the public 
worihip of God fhall be obliterated 
^mong us, v^^hich the light of nature 

ipculcatcdi 



tf jt R M. vbtnXcwtAs in ^tat ttieftfurt), &ti itm ih(5ft 

^^Jjj;^ wild and barbfefoiift rifttidns-? 

The refinements of falfe phildfophy 
have indeed fuggefted this fliadow of db- 
je<ftion, that God is too gfeat to ftaftd ih 
need of any eternal ferrici! from his crea- 
tures; that our expreffions of praife and 
. honour are mifplaced with refpeflt it him, 
who is above all honour and all praiie ; 
that in his fight the homage we feek to 
pay muft appear contemptible; aftd is * 
therefore irt itfelf fuperfluous and trif^ , 
ling.-w-^But who hath thought thofe 
yain reafoncrs, that all cxpreffions of 
gratitude and honour towards a fuperior 
become unfuitable, merely becaufe that 
fuperior ne?ds not any returns? Were 
they ever indebted to one whofe favours 
they had it not in their power to repay j 
and, did they, on that account, fcei 
themfclves fct loofe from every ohMpL^ 
tion to acknowledge, and to praif* 
their benefactor? On the contrary, 
^e more difinterefted his beneficence 
W^s, did not gratitude, in any in- 
genuous inind, burn with the greater , 

ardour. 



aErdGui-f s^d proauA thism- the snores Bitu,: 
oagerly to i^z^ ^very oppcfrtunity of ,^^..;^^ 
pttl^Ucly teftifyiQg t^ 6feliags of theii^ 
he%rt$i-^ — Almj^ty Cod^ it is true, is 
coo ^cat to nefsd Q»c fervjice or-hocoage^ 
But he is alfo too good npt to accept it^ 
wJben it is the native expreflion of a 
grateful and gf ncrouf mind. If pride 
HSkd felf-iiijfficiency ftifle ajl fentiments 
of dep^ndance on our Creator^ if levity^^ 
^nd attachment; to worldly pleafures^^ 
render us totally negle(9iul of expreffing 
our thankfulncfs to Himfof hisbleflingfi; 
d(> we not hereby fiifcover .fuch a want 
of proper feolingj fuch a degree of hard-?^ 
iip& and corruption in pur aiFedtions^ as 
fliows us to be inxnaoral and unworthy^ 
and muft juftly expofe us to the high 
difpleafure of heaven ? On the contrary^ 
according to « very nptioA which w« cad 
ferm of th? Father of the univerfe, piuft 
it not be acceptable to him to behol4 
his creatures properly afFe<fted in heait 
towards their great benefaftorj afr 
l^mbling together tc exprefs, in a€fe 
pf worfhip, tllat gratitude, love, *nd 

reverence 
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SERM. reverence which they owe him; and 

XI • • • 

^_^ ^-'_f thus nourifhing and promoting in on6 

another an afffedionate fenfe of his good- 

nefs? Are not fuch difpofitions, and fwh 

a behaviour as this^ intimately connected 

with all virtue? 

O Come J kt us warjhip and kaw down ; 

kt us kneel before the Lord our maker ^ 

For he is our God; and we are thejlock of 

his pajiure. Enter into his gates mtk 

thankfgiving and his courts with praife. 

^he prayer of the upright is his delight. 

It Cometh before him as incenfe, and the 

upHfiing of their hands as the evening fa^ 

crifce.' — ^ — Having thus fliown the rea* 

fonablenefs of public worfhip with ref-. 

peft to God, let us now, 

IL CpNsiBER its importance in an-, 
pther view> as it refpeds the world, 
When we furvey the general ftate (4 
jinankind, we find them continually im- 
merfqd in worldly affairs; bufied about 
providing the nece iSaries of lifp, occupied 
in the purfuits of their pleafures, or 
eagerly profecuting the advancemcitf 

■■■■;■ ■ of 
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9f their interefts. In fuch a fituation of s e R M. 

YT 

things, a Ihiall meafure of reflexion x^,,,.^^^ 
might convince any one, that without 
fomc returns of facre4 days, and fome 
iblemn calls to public worfhip, it were 
impoflible to preferve in the world any 
fenfe of objefts, fo foreign to the gene- 
ral current of thought as an invifible 
Governor, and a future ftate* If it 
be of importance to the peace and good 
order of fociety, that there fhould prevail 
»§|nong men the belief of One in the hea- 
vens, who is the protestor of righteouf- 
nefs and die avenger of crimes; if it be 
of importance that they be taught to 
look forward to a d2^y of judgment, when 
> they are to be brought to account for 
their moft fecret aftipns, ^tnd eternally 
rewarded or punifhcd, according as their 
conduifl has been good or evil; if fuch 
principles as thefe, I fay, be of confe- 
quence to the public welfare, they cer- 
tainly enforce the authority of public 
worfhip, and prove the neceflity of reli- 
gious inftrudion. ' 

I i^ak 
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s E R M. I fpcak now particularly with a view 
^.,^:_f to the multitude, the great mafs and 
bcxly of the people> We all know, 
how feldqm from education, or private 
inftru<5lion, they have the advantage of 
deriving fentiments of religion or mora- 
lity. Early obliged to labour for thejr 
bread, they would remain all their day^ 
in grofs ignorance of every moral or 
facred principle, were it not for thoff 
public afiemblies in which they hear of 
God, and Chrift, and judgment, ajjd 
heaven and helL Shut up thofe temples 
to which they refort with reverence] 
exclude them from the opportunities 
they now poflefs of receiving religious 
inftrutlion, and imbibing religious ideas; 
and what can you expedt them to ber- 
come ? no other than a ferocious rabble, 
who fet free from checks of confcience, 
and fears of divine vengeance, would be 
prone to every outrage which they could 
commit with impunity. It is well 
known that, in the early ages of the 
world, fages and legillators who endea- 
voured to tame and to aflbciate the bar- 
barous 
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\torous hordes of 'wen, fotifid it neceffaiy s E R m. 
ifbr this pur|K>fe, to have recourfe to re- 
ligion. By bf inging the rude multitudes 
to worfhip together, and at ftated times 
^nd pkces, to joki in hymns and fongs 
to their deities, they gradually rcfferained 
them frcHtn violence, and trained them to 
iubordin&tion and civilised life^ 

During the progrefs of fociety in after 
fitriods, religious aflemblics at church 
continue, I am perfuaded, to have a Very 
<ionfiderable influence on the civilization 
and improvement of the people* Even 
independent of effeft Upon their moral 
pHnciplcs, by leading numbers of them 
to meet together in art orderly Way, and 
in their moft decent appearance, they 
tend to humani:ie and polifli their man- 
ners. They ftrenghten the fecial con^ 
neftions, and promote, friendly inter- 
courfe among thofe w^ho are in the fame 
neighbourhood, and in ihe fame lines 
of life. It muft at the fariie time, 
i>e agreeable to every humane mind to 
think, that one day in feven is allotted 
for reft ttf the poor from thfeir daily la- 
• ^ hours. 
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s E R M. bours, arid for Yudi cnjoymeats of cafe - * 
^^J^^ and comfort as their flation affords. 
It is the only day which gives them, oc- 
cafion to fed.thcmfelves as belonging 
to the fame claft of beings with their fu- 
periors; when joining with them in the 
. iame ads of worihip, and recognizing 
a common Lord. Amidft thofe dif- 
tinftibrjs which the difference of ranks 
neccfTarily. introduces into human fo- 
ciety, it is furefy fit that there be fome 
occaiions when mancan meet with man 
as a. brother, in order that the pM-idc. of 
the great may be checked; and the low 
may be taught that, if theydifcharge pro- 
.^perly their appointed ^ part, they have 
reafon to expe<ft, from the Lord of the 
univerfe, the fame rewards with the rich 
and the mighty. 

It will, I believe, bp generally admit-* 
ted that forms of public worfhip, and 
means of religious inflrudtion, are Jmpor- < 
tant, on fe veral accounts, for the body cf 
the people, and belong to the maihte^ 
nance of public fafety and order. But 
inany who admit thus are apt to thinks 

th«t 
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that to the common people alone they s E R M. 
may be left. To perfons of liheral ^^• 
education and enlarged minds, what 
benefit can arife from hearing what they , 

already know j and what, perhaps, is to . 
be inculcated on<hem by thofe who are 
of inferior capacity to themfelves ? — — 
Admitting this plea of fuperiority which 
their vanity forms, and fetting afidc for 
the prefent any pierfonal obligation they 
are tinder to worfhip God, I muft afk 
ftich perfons, how they can expeft that 
religious aflemblies will be long ref- 
ipefted by the lower ranks of men, if by 
men of rank and education they are dif- 
countenanced and forfaken? Do not 
they know, that thofe lower ranks are 
ready to copy the manners, and to follow 
die example of their fuperiors iii' all 
things; but affuredly in nothing more J 
thatf^in what appears to fet them free 
from reftraint, and to gratify licentiouf- 
nefs? While they acknowledge the im- 
portance, and even the neceflity, of pub- 
lic religion to certain clafles of men, do 
they, neverthelefs, ' contribute by their 

behaviour 
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$ £ R M' behavbur to defeat th^ ^od of public 
yj^-^ religion, ^tnd to annihilate tkit impor-* 
tance which they afcribc to it? 
They arc employed in framing laws and 
ftatutesfor preventing crimes, and keep- 
ing the diforderly njujtitude within 
hounds; and at the fame time, by per- 
ibnally difcountenancing public wor^ 
(hip, they are weakening, they arc even 
abolifhing, among the multitude, that 
iporal reftraint, which is of more gene- 
ral influence upon manners than all 
the laws they frame. In vain they com- 
plain of the difhonefty of fervants, of the 
infplence of mobs, of the attacks of the 
highwayman. To all thefe diforders 
they have themfelves been acceiTory. 
By their open difregard pf facred inftitu- 
tions, they have diiTeminated profligacy 
among the people. They hav^ broken 
down the floodgates which fervc4 to 
reftrain the torrent; they have let it 
4oQfe to overflow the land; and by the 
growing (kluge may themiclves be 
fwept away.-^But I muft next argue 
^ upon a different ground; and proceed. 

IILTo 
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in. To fet forth the importance of s E R M. 
the pubHc worfhip of God to every in- u^^-L-r 
dividual, in every rank of life. What- 
ever his ftation be, he is ftill a man ; 
and has the duties of a man to perform. 
Were his attendance on divine worfhip 
of no other efFeft, than to add counte- 
nance to a falutary inftittition, this alone 
Would render it his duty. But more- 
over, we aflert it to be his duty on his 
own account; if it be the duty of every 
man to ufe the proper means of prefer- 
ving and fortifying his virtue. All the 
ChriiMan inftitutions have a direfl: ten- 
dency to this end. They all fcrve ta 
give warmth to piety, and to add folem- 
nity to moral virtue. A very high opi- 
hipn, indeed, that man muft have of his 
own charadter, who imagines that, 
amidft all the follies and corruptions of 
the world, he ftands in need of noaflif- 
tance. for enabling him to aft his part 
with propriety and dignity* 

The queftion is not, whether perfons 
of rank and education are to learn any 
thing that is new to them, by frequenting 

the 
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S£RM.the places of public worfhip; The 
^^^^...^^ gi*cat principles of piety and morali^ 
are .obvious and eaiily known; and we 
ihall readily admit, that there are many 
to whom no new inflrudtion is commu- 
nicated in the houfe of God. But, my 
friends, the purpofe of your going there 
is to have known truths recalled to your 
mind, and their dormant influence 
awakened; is to have ferious meditations 
fuggefted; to have good difpofitiohs 
raifed; to have the heart adjufted to a 
compofed and tranquil frame« Is there 
any man of reafon and refleftion> who 
will not acknowledge fuch e^eds, as 
far as they follow from attendance on re- 
ligious ordinances, to b6 of the moft be-* 
ncficial nature? Thefe occafional cefla- 
tions from the cares and anxieties of life, 
thefe interruptions to the buftle and the 
paflions of the world, in order to think 
and hear of eternity, are both a relief and 
an improvement to the mind. By this re- 
treat from its ordinary circle of thoughts, 
it is enabled to return, with more clearnels 

and 
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*nd liibre vigour, to the bufintefs of the s^£ RM, 
world, after a ferious arid proper patife, ^^^^ 

But \ qiuft aA: the perfons with whom 
1 apw reafon whether there be no orfier 
call to come to God's houfe, than to hear 
inftru<?lioB there ? Is riot thedfevout ado- 
ration 6f the God of heaven thcprincipal 
bbje& of our Yeligious aflemblies .; and is 
this what^y man of refledtion, and of 
fober mind, dare to make light of? In the 
temple of the Lord, the rich and the 
J)p6r, the prince and the peafaiit, ap-- 
peat as fuippUants alike for the prot«c- 

. tion and favour -of the Almighty .*— 
Great and Sburifliing as thou mayft 
think thyfelf, know that thou ftandeft 
as much in need of that protedion, as 
the meaneft of the crowd whom thou 
beholdeft worfliippiug, with lowly re- 
verence^ the Godbf their fathers. The 
fun of profperity (hines atprefent on thy 
head, and the favourable gale carries , 

thee foftly along the ftream of life. But 
the Almighty needs only tagive the wor4^ 

, and inftantly the tcmpeft fhall rife ; and 

^ thy frail bark fhall be driven into the 

Vol. IV. Q^ ocean. 
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6ERM. ocean, and whelmed in the deep, trt 

^^^ my profperity tfatd IJhatl never he. moved. 

Thou 9 Lordy didji hide thy face ^ and I 

' njoas troubled. — Look up, with dread, to 

that awfal hand of providence which is 

ftretched over your heads . Remember 

theinftability of all human things; Re- 

Inembcr it, and tremble, ye who defpife 

thedevont acknowledgment of him who 

difpofes of the human fate ! Though ye 

live many years and rejoice in them ally 

remember the days ofdarknefs^ for they 

jkall he manyJ^ 

But after all that has been urged on 
this fubjedt, I am fenfible it may be 
objefted, that many who niake confci- 
- ence of paying ftridt regard to th^infti- 
tutions of religion, do not appear to 
have derived much benefit from theni. 
They are not, it will be faid, more ini^ 
proved in moral conduct, and in the 
proper difcharge of the feveral duties,of 
life, than others who have beeh a;ppa- 
< fently negligent of the ferVices of thfe 
church . On the contrary, a formal re- 
gard 

* Ecclef. ii. 8. 
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gard to thefe appears to be fubftitutedSERM. 
by many, in the room of the weightier v...^^^ 
matters of the law.- — —Though this 
fhould be admitted, it goes ho farther 
than to fhew that human weaknefs, or 
corruption, may defeat the purpole of 
the moft promifing means of moral im- 
provement. That a fuperftitious at- 
teijtion to external worfhip, has too of- 
ten ufurped the charadter, and fiipplant- 
ed the place of real virtue, will not fee 
denied. Admonitions againft fo dange- " 
ton^ an error cannot be given too often. 
But becaufe the befl things have beeri 
often mifapplied and abufed, no argii- 
. merit thepce arifes for their being under- 
valued^ and thrown afide. So alfb rea- 
fon, inftrudlion, and difcipline of every 
kind> have been frequently perverted to 
bad ends ; ahd yet their intrinfic worth 
and ufefulnefs remain untouched and ac- 
knowledged; Befides this, itcahndtbe 

admitted that, becaufe religious^infiitu- 
tionis produce not all the good that might 
be wifhed, and hoped for, they therefore 
do no good at all* This were a rafh and 

0^2 ill. 
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S-£ &M. 31-*founded concluiion. If die mar^ls of 
. ' . men are not always amended by them as 
they ought to have been, there is Ma- 
fon, however, to think that they would 
have been worfe without them. Some 
check is always given by them to opea 
profligacy- Some afliftance is furnifli- 
cd to good difpofitions of heart ^ at leafti 
te decency t)f manners • E ven momen- 
tary impreflions of ferioufhefs made on 
the thoughtlefs by the folemnitiesof *rc* 
ligion, are not without their fruit. They 
leave generally fome trace behind them ^ 
and when the ly aces are often renewed, 
they may be hoped, through the divine 
blefling, to form at kft a deep impref- 
fion oh the mind. 

At the fame time, I do not fay that re- 
ligious iiiftitutions work upon the mind 
like a charm ; and that mere bodfly at- 
fendance on them will always cnfttre us 
of fome profitable efTcd:. Let the means 
that are employed, for the improvcmerit 
of rational beings> be ever fo powerful in 
theftifelVes,. much of their fuccefs will 
always depend" on the manner in which 

they 
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tlief are receiv,cd and applied, f fhaH SE;? m; 
therefore conclude my r6a(bnings on thj^ 
fiibjeft, with a few obfervatibns coq- 
cerning the dJfpofltions requifite on our ^ 
part, for deriving benefit from the pub- 
lic oitlinances of j?eligion. 

The endsforwhich we affemble in the 
houfc of God are two; to worihip Go4i 
andtoliften to religious inftrudtions. 

The pubKcworftiipof God is thechief 
andmoft facred purpofe of every reHgi- 
ous alftmbly of Chriftkns. Ljet it Here 
be remembered, that it is no^ the utter- 
iiig, or the hearing of certain words^ 
that conftitiites: the wprfliip of the Al- 
mighty . It is the heart that praifes, of 
prays. IFthe heart accompany not the 
words that are fpokcn or heardi we off^r 
thefacrific^ of fools. By the inattentive 
thought, ^rv^ the giddy and wandering 
eye, we profane the temple of the 
Lord^ and turn the appearance of de- 
yptipn into infult and nipckepy. 

With regard to religibus inftruaipn^ 
attention and revere we are unqueftibn- 

&Wy 



246 , On the Importance 

s E R M- ably due. All religious a^d moral know- 
^^ ledge comes from God. It is a ligh^ 
jFrom heaven, firft tranfmitted to man by 
the original conf^itution of his nature, 
and afterwards made to fhine with feir- 
cr and fuller luftrc by the revelation of 
the gofpel in Jefus Chrift. Its bright* 
nefs niay fometimes be ftronger, and 
fometimes weaker, according to the me- 
diums by which it is conveyed. Bu^ 
ftill, .as far as the inftruclions delivered 
from thepulpit arc illuminated by the ray 
from heaven, they are the truths of God, 
and ought to be received as fucb* Re- 
finements of vain philofophy, or intri- 
cate fubtilties of theological cpntrover- 
fy, are undoubtedly not entitled to fuch 
regard. But when the great principles of 
natural or revealed religion are difcuflcd; 
when the important dodtrines of the got 
pel concerning the life, and fufFerings, 
and death of our blefled Redeemer are 
difplayed; or ufeful in ftrudlions regard- 
ing the regulation of life, and the pro- 
per difcharge of our feveral duties, are 
the fubjedls brought into view ; it is 
' * not 
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not then the human fpeaker, but the5E RM, 

divine authority that is to he r^arded. \xvv/ 

In the fpeaker, many imperfecSKons 

and infirmities may, be difcovered* The 

difcQveri^.of the gofpel are repreiente4' 

in fcripture, as a bidden treafure brought 

to light ; but, by the appointment of: . 

God, we have this treafure mearthen vefr^* 

fels* It is not the fpirit of curiofity that 

ought to bring us to church. Too of-r 

ttn^ it is to be feared, weafleihWe there 

merjsly as critics on the preacher; critics 

on his fentiments, his language^ and hisf 

delivery. But, fuch are not t|ie difpofi- 

tions which become us on fo ferious an 

pccafion. It is with humility, with 

fairnefs, and candour, with an intention 

to improve ourfelyes in piety iand virtue^ » 

with a view tp rrialfe perfpnaj applica^ 

tion to our pwn ch^radt^, thi^t we ought . 

to hear the word of God— r~" When we 

entei; the facred tftmple, let u§ evei Gon^ 

fider oifrfelves as creatures furroundcd. 

with darknefs, fpejkijTg ^lumination 

from heaven; as gUilty creatures im- 

ploring forgivenefs from our judge ; as ' 

' ^' ■ -^ '"■ ' ' ' 'I' ' ^■■'■fraii-' 
• 2 Corinth. 4.^ ^• 
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S E R M. frail and moral creatures, preparing fi>r 
^J^^ that etcrnat habitation into which we 
know not how foon wfe are to pafs. 

Ip, with Aichfentiments and tmprd^f 
flons/ we join in thc' worfhip of Gt^dy 
and: the ordinances of religibn, we niay 
juftly hope that they fliall be accompa- 
nied to us with the divine bleffing. It i^ 
the exprefe precept of Qod; not to for ^ 
Jake the ajjemblhig ofourfehes togetifer^.^ 
Gather together the people j merty ivomen^ 
and children y that they may hear ^ andthat 
. ihey may lear-ny and' fear the Lord^ 
your God 9 and obferve to dt) all/^th^ words 
if this law\. Banter his gates with thjanks* 
giving^ and'his courts with prdijfe. Givc^ 
unto tte Lord the glbry due to his name.-^ 
Thus hath God Gommanded, and he ne- 
ver commanded bis people to ftek hi§ 
name in vain. For, where iwo^ or three 
are gathered together in his namf^ our 
Lord hath told us that he is in th:e fhid^^ 
cfthem.% God hath /did thathelovethr 
the gatis of Zion more than all the dweU^ 



m^f 
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lings of Jacob. '^^ The prayer of the up^ ^^K M. 
right is his delight. Both in their tern- v„^Jl^ 
poral apii^fpir^tuaj'concernst i^ey^may 
be moft expedted to proiper, who can " 
fay with the PfalAift in the text. Lord 
I have loved the hakitation of thy imfe^ 
and the place where thine hfmour ^elletb. 



%%%mm. 



SERMON XIL 



On the Fashion of the World paf-^ 
ling away. 



I Cor. vii. 31; 
^-^T&ejajhion of this world pajfetb away. 

5 E R M. ' I ^ O ufe this world fcTas not to abufe if, 
X isoneofthemoft important, and at 
the fame time one of the moft difficull 
leiTons which religion teaches. By fa 
many defires and paffions we are con- 
nefted with the objedls around us, thiat 
our attachment t^ them is always in ha- 
zard of becoming excefSve and finfuL 
hence religion is often employed in mo- 
derating this attachment, by redtifying 
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our erroneous opinions, and inftrudling S E R M. 

XII/ 



us in the proper value we ought to fet "^^^ 



on worldly things. Such was particu- 
larly the fcppe of the Apoftle in this ciMi- 
text. He ia putting the Corinthians in 
mind that their time isjhort ; that every 
thing her^ is tranfitory : and therefore, 
that in all the diiFerent occupations of 
human life, in 'weeping and rejoicing y and 
buying and pojfejjingy they were ever to 
keep in view this confideration, that the 
fajhion of this world pajfeth away^ The 
original expreffion knports, the figure 
or form under which the v^orld prefents 
itfelf to us. The meaning is. All that 
belongs to this vifible ftate is continually • 
changing. Nothing in, human affairs is 
fixed or ftablc. All is in motion and 
jflu<3:uation ; altering its appearance 
every moment andpaffing into fome new 
form . Let us meditate for a little on the ^ 
ferious vi6w which is here given us of 
the world, in order that we may attend 
to the improvements which it fuggefts. 
L The fajhion of the world pajfetb 
away.y as the opinioiis, ideas, and man- 
ners 
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S :E a Mi nor& oS men are alwa^ changiftg. We 

^^^ look in Viain for a ftancford to afcertam 

and: fix any pf thcfe; ki vakye^ppeS that 

what has been approved ajKj eftabMflied^ 

for a wjyte^ i« always* t<^ epdure- Piin- 

pipks: which Vf^t^ of hig^V autherity- 

among ow anceflors are now e^fplod^. 

Syftaaas of philofophy- whkh were once 

univerfiily received, a-nd ta^ight as^ in- 

fflJJihte truths, are now obliterated and^ 

forgofeten. ISfodes of living, bebavingj» 

a©d employing time, the purfuits of the 

huiy), and dje entertainments of the g^y, 

have becixentirely changed. Th^ were 

tb^^ oflfepring of faihion, the chBdren 

06 ^ day^ Whea they had run their. 

couirib, they expired ; and were fucceed- 

ed by orfier modes of living, a«d think- 

i»gi and a!0ing, which the glofe of no- 

vcltyt recommended for a whik to the 

p«hltc tajfte. 

When we read an account of the 
mannws and oectipations, of tbe^fludic« 
and opinions evai of our own coHntry- 
p>en^* upi fome remote age, wefeem to be 
reading the hiftory of a different wor^ 

frona 
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fr©m ^hat We -tiow inhabit. Coming SERM- 
downwards through fomc generations, a ^ 
fttw face of things appears. Men begin 
to lAiink, and acS:, in -a different train ; 
and what we call refihenient gradually 
opens. Arriving at ^>ur oVn ^times, we 
eoniider ourfelves as having widely en- 
larged the fpher^ of knowledge on every 
fide, having fomied jvift ideas on every 
fiibjed:; feaving attained the proper 
ftandardofimaDnersand behaviour ; and 
wonder at the ignorance, the uncouth- 
nefs, and Tttfticity of our forefathers. 
But, alas I what appears to «s fo per- 
fed fliaU in its turn pafs away. The 
next race, while they fliove us off the 
ftage, will introduce their favourite dif- 
eovenes and innovations j and what wc^ 
now admire as the height of improve- 
ment, may in a few agcss hence be con- 
fidercd as altogetfcer rude and imp«r- 
fe<a* As one wave effaces the ridge 
which the former had made on the fehd 
by the fea fhofe^ fo every fucceeding age 
obliterates the 0|dnions and modes of 
the age which had gone before it. The 

fajlmn 
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%Y.'9i\lLfafbion of the world is ever paffng a- 
•^iL way. ./'"^ 

Let us only thlj^nOF the changes 
which our own iglras and opinions un- 
dergo in the progrefs of life. One man 
differs not more from another, than the 
fame man varies from himfelf in diffe- 
rent periods of his age, and in different 
lituations of fortune. In youth, and in 
opulence, every thing appears fmiling 
and gay. We fly as on the wings of 
fancy ; and furvey beauties wherever 
/ we cafl our eye. But let fome more 

years have paffed over our heads, or let 
difappointments in the world have de- 
prefTed our fpirits ; and what a change 
takes place ? The pleafing illulions that 
once flione before us y the fplendid fa- 
brics that imagination had reared ; the 
enchanting maze in which we once 
wandered with delight, all vanifli and 
are forgotten . The world itfelf remains s 
the fame. But its form, its appearance, 
and afpeft is changed to our view \ its 
fajhion^ as to us, hath pajfed avmy. 

IJ. While 
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. 11. While our opinions and idessSERM. 
are thus changing within, the conditi- ^ , ^_ ' _. 
on of all external things is, at the fame 
time, ever changing without "us, and 
around us . Wherever we caft our eyes 
over the face of nature, or the monu- 
meiits of art, we difcern the marks of 
alteration and vUriflitude. We cannot 
travel far upon the earth, without being 
prefented with many a ftriking memp-^ 
riaLof the changes made by time. What 
was once a flourifliing city, is now a 
negledted village* Where caftles and 
palaces flood, fallen towers and ruined 
walls appear. Where the magnificence 
of the gi'eat (hone, and the mirth of the 
gay refounded, there, as the prophet 
Ifaiah defcribes, the owl and the raven 
now dwell, thorns come up, and the nettle 
and the bramble grow in the courts. ■■ 
When we read the hiftory of nations, 
what do we read but the hiftory of in- 
ceflant revolution and change ? We be* 
hold kingdoms alternately rifing and 
falling ; peace and war taking place by 
turns ; princes, heroes, and ftatefmen, 

coming 



.s^?RiM.^0ttiiiig foMJh ih ^fticceffibn tih ^e ftkgi, 
. .^"•^. -fllttmatng^ ouf -a^terfttoh fot a little by 
^l^^f^kh^^figtire'theyth^, khdltheh 
Kii&pj^fering and forgdtteii. W"e (fee the 
fiifhm^fthe nJoor^S a?rtiining aft its di!f- 
liMWitfo^rtts, and instil dfthtfh, pqf- 

Bdt toliiftoricai antials tih^te i§ ho be- 
cafoti fot our having rctrtttfrfe; Lfet any 
0ae> who ha?s made fbrile progrefs ih 
life, recoHed ^rrly xv!iat hie has beheld 
|)affing before lHfti> in his own timp. 
\V« have feeri our country riTe Yriuih- 
^haM atonong tiie nation^ ; and we havfe 
fcen it alfo bumbled in its tiirn. We 
have feen in ofte hemifphefre eifthe gtobe 
Iiew doftitnions acquired, ahd in iaLhbthef 
hemifphere, our old dominions loft. At 
hoine^ we have feen fadrioni and par- 
ities fhift through all their different 
forms ; ahd adminiftratiDhs, in fttccef- 
fion, rife and fall. What were ohce the 
great theiiies of ieager diicuffioh, ahd 
. political conteft, ate now forgbttfeh. Fa- 
ther^ wcount them to their children as 
the ftile'fi of other times. New aiftors 

have 
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haVc come forth on the ftagc of the S £ R M. 
world • New objeds have attradcd the ^JlJ^ 
attention, and new intrigue^ engaged'thc. 
paffionsof men. New members fill the 
feats of juftice i newminifters the tem- 
ples of religion i and a new world, in 
fhort, in the courfe of a few years, has 
gradually and infenfibly rifen around us; 

When^from the public fcene we turn 
our eye to our own private connexions, 
the changes.which have taken place in 
th^fajhion of the world, muft touch every 
reile<3:ing mind with a more tender fen- 
fibility. For where are now, many of ^ 
the companions of our early years ; ma- 
ny of thpfe with whom wc^firft begajti 
the race of life ; and whofe hopes and , 
profpefts were once the fame with ouir 
own ? In recolledting our old acquain- 
tance and friends, what devaftations 
have been made by the hand of time ? 
On the ruins of our former connexions, 
new ones have arifen ; new relations 
have been formed ; and the circle of 
thofe among whom we live is altogether 

Vol. IV. R changed 
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s E R M. changed from what it once was. C<»n- 
* , paring our prefent fituation wiA oor, 
former condition of life ; looking l>ack 
to our lather's houfe, and to the fcenes 
^i youth ; remembering the friends by 
•whom we were trained, and the family 
in which we grew up ; who, but wi ih 
inward emotion, recollefts tliofc days of 
former years, and is dif^ofed to drop 
the lilent tear, when he Tiews the^i- 
Jhion ofthe world thus always fajfing 
away 1 

' III. Not only our connexions with 
-all things around us change, but oiir 
*wn life, through all its ftagerahd iron- 
ditions, is ever paffing away. How juft, 
^'And how affefting is that image, employ- 
ed in the facred writings to defcribe the 
ftate of man, wefpendouryearsasa ttSe 
that is told^ ! It is not to any tiling great 
' or lafting that human life is comipared ; 
not to a monument that is built, tx to 
^n infciiption that is engraved ; hot 

cveh 
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even to a book that is written, or to a s E R m* 
faiftory that is recorded ; but to a ta/e, ^^^ 
^^hich is liftened to for a little ; whete 
the words are fugitive and paffing, and 
' wherp one incident fucceeds and hangs 
on another, till, by infenfible tranfiti- 
ons, we are brought to the clofej afa/e^ 
\vhich in fonae paflages may be amufing^ 
in others, tedious ; but whether it amu- 
fes or fatigues, is foon told, and foon 
forgotten. Thus, year fteals Upon us 
after year. Life is never ftanding ftill 
for a moment ; but continually, though 
infenfibly, flidir^ginto a new form. In- 
fancy rifes up faft to childhood ; childi 
hood to youth } *youth pafles quickly 
into manhood ; and the grey hair and 
the faded look are not long of admonifli- 
ing us, that old age is at hand, tti this 
courfe all generations run. The world 
is made up of unceafing rounds of trari-* 
fitory exiftence. Some generations are 
commg forward into being, and others 
haftening to leave it. The ftream which 
carries us all along, is ever flowing with 
Kz a quick 
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S E R M. a quick current, though with a ftiU and 
J^^ noifclefs courfe. The dwelling place of 
man is continually emptying, and by a 
freflifucceflion of inhabitants, continu- 
ally filling anew* The memory of fnan 
pajfetb away 9 like the rememhrance of a 
guejl who hath tarried but one night* 

As the life of man, confidered in its 
duration, thus fleets and paflTcs away, 
fo during the time it lafts, its condition 
is perpetually changing. It affords us 
nothing on which we can fet Up our 
reft 3 no enjoyment or poiTeflion which 
we can properly call our own. When 
we have begun to be placed in iuch cir- 
cumftances as we d^fired, and wifh our 
lives to proceed in the fame agreeable 
tenor, how often comes fome unexped;- 
cd event acrofs, to difconcert all our 
fchemes of happinefs ? Our health de- 
clines ; our friends die ; our families are 
fcattered ; fomething or other is not 
long of occurring, to fhew us that the 
wheel muft turn round ^ the fajhion of 
the world vnxx^ pafs away. Is there any 
man who dares to look to futurity with 

an 



. the World pajjing (vooay. ztri 

an eye of confident hope j and to fay,.S E RMr 
that againft a year hence, he can pro- ^..^v-^ 
mfie being in the fame condition of 
health or fortune, as he is at prefent ? 
The feeds of change are every where 
ibwn in our ftate ; and the very caufes 
that feemed topromife us fecuri ty, are 
often fecretly undermining it. Great 
fame provokes the attacks of envy and 
reproach. High health gives occafion 
to intemperance and difeafe. The ele- 
vation of the mighty never fails to ren- 
der their condition tottering 5 ^d that 
obicurity which fhelters the mean, ex- 
pofes them, at the fame time, to be^ 
come the prey of oppreffion. So com- 
pletely is the fajhion of this world made 
by Providence for change, and prepared 
i^v puffing away. In the midft of this 
inftability, it were fome comfort, did 
hxmian profperity dccajr as flowly as it 
rifcs^ By flow degrees, and by many 
intervening fteps, it rifes. But one 
day is fufficient to fcatter, and bring it 
to nought. I might add, 

IV. That 
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SlERM^ IV, That the world iffclf in which 
J^^ we dwell, the bafis of all our prefent en- 
joyments, is itfelfcontrived for change, 
and defigned to pafs away. ^ While the 
generations of men come forth in their 
turns, like troops of fucceeding pilgrims, 
to aft their part on this globe, the globe 
on which they ad: is tottering under 
their feet. It was once overflowed by 
a deluge. It is fhaken by earthquakes ^ 
it is undermined by fubterraneous fires ; 
it carries many a mark of ha^g fujfFer- 
ed violent convulfions, and of tending 
to diflblution. Revelation informs us, 
that there is a day approaching^ in. 
which the heavens Jhall p^Js away tvith 
a great noife ; the elements Jhalt melt with 
fervent heat 5 and' the earth and the works 
therein Jhall be burnt up^ When this 
deftined hour arrives^ the fajhion of the 
world Ihall have dmUly paji away. Im- 
mortal fpirits fhall then look back 
upon this world, as we do at prefent on 
cities and empires, which were once 
mighty and flouri(hing, but now arc 

fwept 



the World pq^n^ apay. a6 3 

fwept from. exiftence, aad their pkceSERM. 



is no more to be found* 

I SHALL Infift no longeron thip re- 
prefentatipii of things/ Enough has 
been faid, to fliow that the fajhion of 
the world J in every fenfe, pajfes away. 
0|Mnionsand manners, pubjic aiFairs and 
private co£|p?rns, the life of man, the 
conditions of fortune, and the earth it* 
felf on which we dwell, are all chang- 
ing around us.^ Is every thing, then, 

' with which we are conneded, paffing 
and tranfitory ? Is the whole ftalsp ^ 
man no more than a dream or fleet- 
ing vifion I Is he brought fortff, to be 
only the child of a day ? Are we thrown 
into a river, .where all. flows, and no- 
thing ftays 5 where we have no means 
of refifl;ing the current; nor can rjeach 
any firm ground, on which to reft our 
foot ?• — No, niy brethren 5 rpan was nQt 
df omed to be fo unhappy y nor made by 
his Creator fo much in vain. There 
are three fixed and permanent objefts, 
to which I inuft now call your atten- 
tion. 



XIL 
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SE^RM.tion, as^ the great fupports of humaa 
.conflancy amidft this fligitive ftate. 
Though this world changes and pafles 
away, virtueand goodnefs never change; 
God never changes ; heaven and im-r 
mortality pafs not away. 

Firji^ Virtue -and goodnefs never 
change. Let opinions and manners, con- 
cKtions and fituations, in public and in 
private life, alter as they wiD, virtue is 
ever the fame. It refts on the immove- 
able bafis of Eternal Truth. Among all 
the revolutions of human things it 
maintains its ground; ever pofleffing the 
' veneration and eftcem of mankind, and 
conferring on the heart, which enjoys 
it, fatisfadtion and peace. Confult the 
moft remote antiquity. Look to the 
moft favage nations of the earth. How 
wild, and how fluftuating foever the 
•ideas of men may have been, this opi- 
nion you will find to have always pie- 
vailed, that probity, truth, and benefi- 
cence, form the honour and the excel- 
lency of man. In this, the philofopher 
♦ and 
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and the favage, the warrior and the her- S E R M. 
mit, join. At this altar all have wor- ^,^J^ 
fhipped. Their offerings may have 
been unfeemly. -Their notions of virtue 
may hiave* beeh riide, and occafionally 
tainted by ignorance and fupefftition i 
blit the fundamental* ideas of moral 
worth hiave tver remained^ the fame. 
* Here then is one point of ftability, 
affcdted by no viciflitudes of time and 
life, on which we may reft. Our for- 
tunes may change, and our friends may 
•^die ; but virtue may ftill be our ov«rn ; 
and as long as this remains, we' are ne- 
ver mifcrable. Till I die I will not re^ 
move my integrity from me. My righte^. 
oujnefs I holdfaji, and will not let it go. 
My heart Jh all not reproach me fa long as 
I live. ''^ He who, with the holy man 
pf old, can hold this language, may 
with undifturbed mind furvey time fly- 
ing away, life decaying, and the whol# 
fafhion of the world changing around 
him. He hath within himfelf, a fource 
ef confolation and hope, independent of 
' all 

• Job xxvii. 5, 6. 



• 
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%j.'9JM.^ txtSt^y objeds. Every terreftrial 
J^J^ ^QfVf fparkles only for a litdc> with 
traniient brightne6. But virtue ihines 
with eternal and unalterable ipkndour. 
It derives its origin ffoni hetren ; and 
partakes both of the luftre^ and thp fta- 
bility, of ccleftaal objects. // is the 
brigbtnefs of the everlajling ligbt ; the 
unffotted mirror of God^ and tbe image of 
bisgoodnefs. 

In the y?r^»i/ place, God never chan- 
ges. Amidft the uncialing viciffitude. 
of earthly things, there remains at the 
head of the univerfc an eternal protec- 
tor of virtue, whofe throne is ejiablijhed 
for eiijsr. With him there is no vari-- 
ablenefs^ neither any jhadow of turning i 
no inconftancy of purpofe, and no de- 
cay of wifdom or of power. We know 
that he loved righteoufnefs from the be- 
ginning of days, and that he will con- 
tinue to love it unalterably to the laft. 
Forefeen by him was every revolution 
which the courfe of ages has produced^ 
All the changes which happen in the 

ftatc 
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ftate of. natwe, or the life of men. Were 8 £ R itt 
comprehended in bis decree- How much ^^ [^ 
foever worldly things may change iil 
themfelves, they are all united in hii 
plan; they conftitute one great fyftfeM 
or whole, of which he is the author > 
^nd which, at its final completion, ihall 
appear to be perfeft. His dominion 
holds together, in a continued chain^ 
the fucceffive variety of human events j 
gives inability to things that in them* 
felves are fludbuatin^ ; gives conftjtncy 
even to ^tjii/hion of the world while it 
is pdffing away. ' Wherefore, though 
all things change on earth, and we oar- 
felves. be involved in the general muta- 
bility, yet as long as, with trull and 
hope, we look up to this Supreme Being, 
we reft on the rock of ages ^ and arefafe 
amidft every change. We poflefs a fbr- 
trefs to which we can have recourfein 
all dangers ; a refuge under all ftorms r ^ 
a dwelling place in all generations. 

In the third znd laft place. Heaven 
and immortality pafs not away. The 

fleeting 
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S E R M. fleeting fcenes of this life aie to be con- 
^ ^^^ fidered as no more than an introdu^on 
to a nobler and more permanent order of 
things^ when man {ball have attained 
the maturity of his being. This is what 
reaibn gave fbme ground to expeft; 
what revelation has fully confirmed ; and 
in Confirming it, has agrted with thefen- 
timents and anticipation of the good and 
wife in every age. We are taught to be- 
lieve, that what we now behold, is only 
the firft ftage of the life of man. We 
are arrived no farther thaa thfc threfli- 
old i we dwell as in the outer courts of 
exigence. Here, tents only are pitch- 
,cd ; tabernacles ered:ed for the fojour- 
»ers of a day. But in the region of 
eternity, all is great, ftable, and un- 
changing. There the manfions of the 
juft are prepared : there, the city which ^ 
hafh foundations is built \ there is eftab- 
lifhed, - the kingdom which cannot be 
moved. Jlere, every thing is in ftir 
and fluftuation ; becaufe here good men 
continue not, but pafs onward in the 
courfe of being, There all is fcrerie, 

fteady 
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fteady and orderly; becaufe there rt-.SERH 
maiiieththe fin?Xit^ of the people of God^ V-v^ 
Here, all is corrupted by oiir folly and 
guUt 5 and of courfe muft be traniient 
and vain* But there, purchafed by the 
deathjT and fecured by the refurre<9ion 
oFthe fon of God, is an inheritance in^ 
corruptible 9 utidefiledi and tbatfadetb not 
away. There reigns that tranquillity 
which is never troubled. There fhines 
that Ainwhidi never fets. There flows 
that river of pleafurcs, which is always 
unrufflied and pure. Looking forward 
to thoie divine habitations, the changes 
of the prefent world difappear to the eye 
of faith; and a good man becomes 
aihamed oS fuffedng himfelf to be. de- 
jeded Ijy what is fo foon'to pafs away, ^ 

Such are the objects yoti ought to 
oppofc to the :tranfient fajhion of the 
world} Virtue, and God, and Heaven 1 
Fbcing your regard oh thefe, you witt 
have no reafon to domplain of the lot of 
man, or the World's mutability. — -The 
defign of the preceding reprefentation' 

which 
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63&&M. wkidi I ga^e of the world, was not io 
^^^' indulge rain declamation ; to raife &uk« 
kfs melancholy ; or to dirow an nnnc- 
ceflary^eloudover buman life. But to 
ihow the moderation requifite in our at- 
tachment to the world ; and at the ^me 
time to point out the higher c^ed:^ 
both of attention and confolation which 
religion afibrds.-—* — Faffing and chang- 
able as , all human things are, among 
liiiem, however, we muft at pre%it ad 
our part ; to them we muft return J&om 
religious meditation * They are not be-^ 
low the regard cS any Chriftian ; for 
they form the fcene which Providence 
has appointed at preient for his adivi-^ 
ty, and his duty« Trials and dangers 
they may often prefentto him; but 
amidft thefe he will' fafely hold his 
courfe, if, when engaged in worldly af- 
fairs, he keep in view thofe divine ob*» 
jeds which I have been fettihg befinr 
him. Let him ever retain connexion 
widi Virtue, and God, and Heav^i. 
fiy ^dbem let his condud be regulated^ 
and his confiancy fupported. So ihaU 

he 
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he ufe this world without ahufing it. HeS E R M. 
ihall neitljer droop under its misfor- ^^^^ 
tunes, nor he vainly elated by its ad- 
vantages ; hut through all its changes 
fhall carry an equal and Heady mind $ 
and in the end ihall receive the accom- 
plifhment of the promife of fcriptiire, 
that though the world pajfeth away^ anJt 
^ the lufl thereof^ he that doth the will of ^ 
Godjhall abide for ever.* 

'^ I Johnii. 17.' 
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On Tranquillity of Mind. 



Psalm xv. ,5. 



\ 




*He that doth tbefe things Jhall never 
' be moved. 



«|RjM.rTpRANQUILLITY of mind, or, 
\,-v-1j X in the words of the text, a mind not 
moved or difquieted by the accidents of 
life, is undoubtedly one of the greateft 
bleifings that we can poffefs on earth. 
It is here mentioned as the reward of the 
man, whofe charafter had been defcribed 
^ in this pfalm, as leading a virtuous life, 
and difcharging his duty towards God 

luid 
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and his neighbour. It is indeed the u&i-. s E r m. 
mate aim, to which the wifhes of the ^_^^ 
wife and reflefting have ever been di- 
refted, that with a mind undifturbed by- 
anxieties, cares, and fears, they might 
pafs their days in a pleafing fcrenity. 
They juftly concluded that, by enjoying 
themfclves in peace, they wouM enjoy, 
to the greateft advantage, all the com- 
forts of life that came within their reach. 
This happy tranquillity, the multitude 
conceive to be moft readily attainable by- 
means of wealth, or, at leaft, of an eafy 
fortune; which they jjpiagine would fet 
them above all the ordinary difturbances 
of life. That it has fome efFedt for this 
purpofe, cannot be denied. Poverty and 
ftraitened circumftances, 'are often incon- 
fiftent with tranquillity. To be delHtute 
of thofe convcniencies that fuit our rank 
in the world j to be burdened with an- 
xiety about making provifion fpr every 
day which paffes over our head; inftead 
of bringing comfort to a family who look 
up to us for, aid, to behold ourfelvcs fur- 
" VoL.lv. . S rounded 
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s E R M. rounded withthcir wants and complaints, 
J ^^ arc circumftances which cannot fail te 
give much uneafinefs to every feeling 
mind. To take meafures^ therffbrc, for 
attaining a competent fortune, by lauda- 
ble means, is wife arid proper. Entire 
/ negligence of our affairs, and indifference 
about our worldly- circumftances, is, for 
the mofl part, the confequence of fome 
vice, or fome folly. — At the fame time, I 
mufl obferve, that the attainment of opu- 
lence is no certain method of attaining 
tranquillity •EmbarrafTments and vexa- 
tions often attend it; and long experience 
has fhown, that tranquillity is far from 
being always found among the rich. 
Nay, the higher that men rife in the 
world, rfie greater degrees of power and 
diflindlion whith they acquire, they arc 
often the farther removed from internal 
peace. The world affords fo many in- 
flances of miferies abounding in the 
higher ranks of life, that it were jieed- 
lefs to enlarge on a topic fo generally 
Itnowu and admitted. 

AfTuming 
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Affuming it, therefore, for an un-SERM, 
doubted truth, that the mere poffeflibn i_-^-0 
of the goods of fortune may be coniif-^ 
tent with the want of inward tranquilli-^ 
ty, we muft look around for other more 
certain grounds of it. We muft enquire 
whether any line of condudt can be 
pointed out, which, independent of ex- 
ternal fituaition in the world, fhall tend 
to make us eafy in mind; fhall either 
beftow, or aid, that tranquillity which 
all men defire. The remaining part of 
this difcourfe fhall be employed in fug- 
getting, with great plainnefs of fpeech, 
fuch diredions as appear to me the moft 
material on this important fubjed:. 

The firft direftion, which I have to 
fuggeft, is, that we imitate the charader 
of the man who is defcribed in this pfalih 
zswalkinguprightly^workingrighteoufnefsy 
and /peaking the truths as he thinketh in his 
heart ^y that we ftudy to preferve a clear 
confcience, and to lead a virtuous and ho- 
nourable, at leaft an inofFcnfive and in- 
nocent, life. Of fuch a man only it can 
S2 be 
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s E R If . be fkidy that J$kig tkefe things hejhaUne^ 
s,^,.^,^^ wr he moved. So great is the power of 
co9i£cvtnQt, oyer every hunfiin being, that 
the refliembraiice of crimes never fails to 
overthrow tranquillity of mind. Be af- 
fured^ that he who defrauds his neigh- 
bour, who has enfnared the innocent^ 
has violated his truft, or betrayed his 
friend, (hall never enjoy within himfelf 
undiftUrbed quiet. His evil deeds will 
at times recur to his thoughts, like 
ghofb rtfing up in black array before 
him to haunt his couch. Even the 
fenfc of a foolifh and trifling conduft, of 
a life paft in idlenefs and diffipation; by 
which, diough a man has not been guihy 
of great crimes, he has however wafted 
hiis fubftance, miipent his time, and 
brought upon himfelf juft reproach; 
even this, I fay, is fiifficient to create 
much uneafinefs and ^iquietto the heart. 
Let him, therefore, who wiflies to enjoy 
tnnquillity, ftudy above all things, to ad 
an irreproachable part. With comfort 
he wiH reft his head on his pillow at 
. night, when he is conicious that through- 
out 
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out the day he h^9 beeii d/m% his* cb^S SUM. 
toWariJa God and mari^ whert tionepf ^ 
the traeifasfikions of that d^y coix^ Wlk^ 
iti paioful remembrance^ to upbraid hiin. . 
To thb teftmftonjr of «t good G6n^(cie£i^t: 
lethimtfcabte, 

Ik the Jeccod flkdep to jom htimMs 
tnift in the favour of 6<^. As, itfter 
the beft endeavours we C^n vtfi^ na. 
man's behaviotrr wtQ be entirely j^ylt* 
kfs, it i$ efifential to peacie of miiidj 
that Mre have fbme ground for hcype ia 
the Divine mercy, that» tb-i^gli jhi 
merits of Jefus Chrift, otir de^^s fhali 
be forgiven, and grace be ihewb te by 
Heaven. This includes ail the dutiet 
of fitith and repentance thdt are re*« 
quired by the GofpeU the SiilbM d^ 
charge of which duties is ab^lutely tic-^^ 
ceflary for delivering us from thoife fears 
of another world, which, if notaHayed, 
are fufficient to banifli all traoquiiQ&ey 
from the heart. Our religioiis principles 
muft at the &nse time be &und and 
pure; and carefully preferved from the 

taint 
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S E R M. taint pf fuperftition, whofc gloomyThw- 
\,,~y^ '_; row, taking poffcffion of weak and ill- 
informed minds, confert what they 
miilake for religion, into a/ource of 
mifcry.— Moreover, it is neceflary, that 
we be able to place truft in God, not 
only as our future Judge, but as the 
prefent Governor of human afiairs. So 
uncertain is the continuance of every 
earthly comfort, that he, who repofes no 
confidence in the Supreme Difpofer of 
events, muft be often difquieted and dc- 
jefted. He alone pqlTeffes firm tranquil- 
lity, who, aniidft all human viciffitudes, 
looks up, with fettled truft, to an al- 
mighty Ruler, as to one under whofe 
conduct he is fafe. To him alone be- 
longs that happy privilege, defcribed by 
the Pfalmift. He. Jhall not be afraid of 
evil tidings 'y his heart is flowed \ trufiing 
in the Lord\. 

I have pointed out the primary and ef- 
fential foundations of tranquillity; vir- 
tuous conduft, good principles, and pious 
difpofitions. At the fame time, a man 

mfijy 

4 Pfalm cxii. 7. 
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may be both pious and virtuous, and yet, s E R M. 
through fome defedis in the manage- \_, ^-^ 
ment of his ;iiind and temper, may not 
poffefs that happy ferenity and fclf- 
cnjoyment, which ought to be the por- 
tion of virtue and- piety. Inftances of 
tliis will occur to every one whp is ac- 
quainted with the world. We too often 
behold perfons, whofe principles, and 
whofe moral conduft, are in the main 
unexceptionable, leading an uncomfor- 
table life; through fretfulnefs of temper, 
peeviflinefs of maaners, or fuUenaefs of 
difpofition. There is, therefore, fome 
difcipline to be ftudied; there are forac 
fubfidiary parts of charafter to be at- 
tended to, in order to give piety and 
virtue their fulF efFeft for conferring 
tranquillity. To the confideration of 
thefe fecondary means I now proceed^ 
Let me then advife you, 

^ In the third phcc, to attend to the; 
culture and improvement of your minds. 
A fund gf ufeful knowledge, and a flock 
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S E & M. of ideas, afford .much advantage for the 
^^ enjoyment joi tranquillity, I do not 
mean, that every man muft ftudy to be- 
come deeply learned. The fituaticto d 
many would not allow it. The tafte, 
and the ha^bits of others, prevfat it. 
But what I mean is, that every man who 
wiijjes to lead a comfortable life fhoujd 
provide for himfelf, as much 9$ he can, 
by means of obfcrvation, reading, and 
^ reflecting, a large fieldof ufcful thoughts, 
Jn a miud abfojutely vacant, tranquillity 
IS fel^om found. The vacancy too 
often win be filled up by bad defires 
and paflijips. Whereas the mind of a 
wife man is a kingdom tp jtfelf In his 
Jpnely, or nielancholy hour;?, he finds al- 
ways rcfources within Ijwnfelf, to which 
he can turn for relief. As there are 
many pccafions when external objeds 
afford no pleafure, it is only by being 
able to reft on the entertainments af- 
forded to himfelf by his mind, that anji 
one can pafs his days with felf-enjoy- 
ment. Let me recommend fyrth^ fame , 
purpole, 

Jn 
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In the fourth place, that we be always s E R M. 
careful to provide proper employment l-..^-*!^ 
for our time. Regular induftry arid 
JabojLir, with intervals of tafe, is perhaps 
the-ftate moft condu|^ve of any to' tran- 
quillity. If our "ftation give no call to 
indn^lry, it will be' profitable that we 
jftudy to have fopie end* or objeA in 
view;, to which our attention Ihall l)e 
dire<fted. Relaxation from intenfe, or 
inpeffant purfuit, is requifite for com- 
fort^ Put if relaxation degenerate intp 
total idlenefs, it becomes in a high 
degree adverfe to tranquillity. Every 
man by his nature, is formed, more ^ 
lefs, for aftion. Iti a mind that is entirety 
quiefcent, and that has no objedl to put 
it intp mption,.in.ftead of ielf-enjoymont, 
there will be eo1)ftant languor, tedioqf- 
nef^, arid xaifery. Life, ftagnates in fuch. 
ji j(i;uation, like a pool of dead watersj 
and the ipan becppies a burden to him-, 
felf. Vioknt and dangerous purfuits, . 
which diilraft and embroil thofe who are 
•ngaged in theniiji I canppt be underftood 
tp recommend. Every one fees how fo- 
reign 
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s E R M. reign thcic are to a ftate of tranquillity, 
^....^^ But in the ordinary tenor of calm and 
eaiy life, I wQuld advife every one to 
have fomc end before him; ibme objeft 
which fhall bring the miad into aftion, 
and fill up the vacuities of time: Pro- 
vided the obJQft be innocent, and of no 
unfuitable or degrading nature, it niay 
anfwer this purpofe, though it fhould 
not be in itfelf of high importance. It 
is better for the mind to have fome 
determinate direction given it, than to 
be always left floating, as it were, jn 
empty Ipace. — ^But about whatever ob- 
jects we are eniployed, it is ftill mor6 
material to tranquillity that, in the 

Fifth place, we learn to govern our 
paffions. Thefe are the moft frequent 
difturbers of our peace. Necefiary as 
their impulfe is to give adtivity to the 
mind, yet if they are not kept in fubor- 
dination to reafon, they Ipeedily throw 
all things into confufion. Such of them' 
as belong to the malignant and unfocial 
clafs, evidently tend to produce vexation 
and difquiet. Againft fuffering thefe to 

gain 
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gain poiTeflion of the heart, admonitioii s E R M. 
is fcarcely neceflary. But I ihuft ad- ^^^^• 
monifh you, that eveij thofe which arc ^^^ 
accounted of innocent nature, and which 
therefore may lay hold of virtuous 
minds, if they obtain the entire maftery, 
are fufEcient to overthrow the tranquil- 
lity of life. Let every one, therefore, 
who values tiiat tranquillity, ftudy to - 
retain moderation and felf-command, 
even in the midft of paffions which have 
a fair and bland appearance. He will 
find that the gratification of any one of 
them, compenfates not that perpetual 
flavery to which it will reduce him, 
when it becomes inordinate, 

I have farther to admonifli you, that 
this felf-command is particularly necef- 
fary in all that relates to habitual temper. 
Even where ftrong paffions are out of 
the queftion, thofc flighter emotions 
which rufile or four the temper, ire fuf- 
ficient, by their frequent recurrence, to 
poifon all felf-enjoyment. He whq 
would poflefs a tranquil ftate, muft, 
above all things, cultivate calmnefs and 

gentleneis 
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s £ R M. gendcnefs of diipofition. He ou^ 
\^_-^-Ij cfpecially to cultivate it in that focicty, 
whether domeftic or fbcial, with which 
he has.moft frequent intercourfc. We 
all know, that there arc thoufahds who 
in public, and in formal companies, ap- 
pear to be all gentlencfs and fweetnefs, 
but who, at home, and among their 
neareft relations, give vent, with free- 
dom, to the moll haHh andf peeviih dif- 
pofitions. Such perfons are not likely 
to enjoy much real comfort.. For it is 
in the daily and familiar intercourfe of 
life, that temper chiefly exerts its power, 
either for promoting or for difturbing, 
die tranquillity of our days. On oc- 
cajQons when men come clofeft together, 
if, inftead of meeting in fmooth contaft, 
they rub and grate on one another, the 
feelings produced on both fides are of the 
moft offenfive and difpleafing kind. 
Nothing can be affumed as a more cer- 
tain 'axiom, than that he who allows 
either inordinate paffions, or a cfols 
temper, tcr govern him, muft, though 
he fhould poflefs all that flourifhr 

ing 
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ing fortune can beftow, be a ftranger tos B r W- 
tranquillity.. J^ 

In the Jixth place, let me advice ycwi 
never to expeft too much from the 
world. High hopes, and florid views^ 
are great enemies to tranquillity. When 
rafhly indulged, they are conftantly 
producin|[ difappointments. Their in- 
dulgence, in the mean time, occafions 
difcontent with our prefent fituation; 
and he who is difcontented cannot be 
happy. One of the firft leflbns, both 
of religion and of wifdom, is, to mode- 
rate our expectations and hopes ; and not 
to fet forth On the voyage of life like 
men who cxpeft to be always carried 
forward with a favourable gale. Let 
your views be fuited to your rank and 
ilation in the world; and never foar fan- 
tafticaljy beyond them'. Content your- 
felves with fober pleajfures,' and form 
your relifh to them. Be thankful when 
you are free from pain, though you 
be not in the midfl: of high enjoy- 
ment. Be fatisfied if the path you 
tread be eafy and fmooth, though it be 

not 
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^wcd with flowers. Human life 
\ not of continued pleafure; nor is 
^ays rendered happy by great ex- 
^n. Remember, that it is a mid- 
•Jgion which is the native ftation of 
tranquillity. It neither afpires to thofc 
heights of the atmofphere where the 
thunder is formed; nor creeps always on 
the ground. Affcft jiot, oh every oc- 
cafion, to put yourfclves forward. Be 
content to retire fometimes into the 
fliade; and allow others to take their 

proper place. ^It will be eafily feen, 

that I fpeak not now to the ambitious 
and afpiring; but to thofc who value 
tranquillity more than iplendid ap- 
pearance in the world. 

Such perfons I alfo advife, while they 

\ expeift not too much from the world, 

neither, alfo, to form too high expefta- 

tions from the charadters of thofe on' 

whofe friendfbip they reft, and with' 

^ whom it is their lot to be connected, ei- 

^ thcr in focial or dorneftic relations. If you 

, have looked for perfection any where, 

' you ^illfindyourfelfdifappointed; and 

the 
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the confequence of this, difappointmcnt S E R M. 
will be, that fiiendfliip will cool, and i^.^-^ 
dilguft fuccccd. If you wifh to enjoy 
comfort in any of your connections, take 
your fellow-creatures as they are, and 
look for their imperfedions to appear. 
You know you have your own ^ bear with 
thofe of others, as you exped that they 
are to bear with you. As no one is with- 
out his failings, few alfo are void of ami- \ 
able qualities. Seledt for your compa- 
nions, thofe who have the greateft fhare 
of fuch qualities ; aiid value them accord- 
ingly. — In a word, make the heft of this 
world as you find it. Reckon both on 
the ftate of human life, and on the 
fociety of men, as mixed, and chequered 
widi good and evil. Carrying always * 
m your eye fuch views of things, you 
will be beft formed to thofe equal fpirits, 
and that reafonable difpofition of mind, 
which make the bafis of trancjuillity. 
I ftiall only add as my 

Seventh^ and laft advice on the fubjefti, 

to 
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S E R M^ to mis: retfcat with the aftive bufincfs 
, of the world, and to cultivate habits di 
ferious thought and recolledion. I bcfofe 
advifcd thofc who are not particubrty 
engaged in a<Sivc life, to form to thttn- 
febres fome bbjedof purfoit, in order td^ 
fumifh proper employment to time and 
thought. But the great multitude of 
men are in a different fituation. Induf- 
try is required of them; bufinefeand 
cares prefs; and adtive purfoits occupy 
their cjofeft attention. He, who, in 
this jfituation, pours himfelf forth incef- 
ikntly on the world, cannot efcape par- 
taking much of its difturbance and trou- 
ble. Artiidft buftle, intrigue, and dif- 
fcnfion, he muft pafs many an uneafy 
hour. Here an enemy encounters him; 
there, a rival meets him. A fulpicious 
friend alarms him one hour; an ungrate- 
ful one provokes him the next. I do not 
recommend; that for thefe reafons, he 
who ftudies tranquillity ftiould retire 
from all public bufinefs, and forfake 
the haunts of men. This were the 
rctreatof a monk, not of a good and a 

wife 



t)n Tranquillity tfMihd. 289 

Wife man . Tranquillity were tod deiaf - SE R M. 

Y1TT 

ly purchafed by the negleft of thofe du- ^^^_^ 
tics which belong to a man, and a 
Chriftian. Nor indeed in abfolute fe- 
clufion from the world is traiiquillity 
ever found. On the contrary^ when 
the human mind is cut off from thofe 
employments for which it was defigned 
by nature and Providence, it preys on 
itfelf, and engenders its own mifery^ 
Tranquillity is always moft likely to be » 
attained^when the bufinefs of the world 
is tempered with thoughtful and feriouft 
retreat. Commune with your hearts onyoUr 
bedy and beJiilL Leaving this world to 
itfelf, let there be feafons' which you 
devote to yourfelves, and to God. Re- 
flexion and meditation allay the work- 
ings of many unquiet paflions; and 
place us at a diftancc from the tumults ^ 
of the world. When the mind has ei- 
ther been ruffled or caft down, in inter- 
courfe with God and heaven we find a 
fanftuary to which we can retreat. In 
the hours of contemplation and devo- 
tion, a good man enjoys himfelf In 
Vol. JV. T peace. 
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,»E R H. peace. He beholds nobler objcdts than 

■^!^!r -'^^^ worldly men can behold. He af- 

fumes a h^her €hara<3;er. He lifteas 

•to the voice of nature and of God ; and 

-irom this holy fandliiary comes forth 

with a mind fortified againft the little 

diA^rbances of the world. Such habits, 

•^therefore, cannot be too much recom- 

r^ended to the lovers of tranquillity > as 

,|)Owerful fubfidiary means for attaining 

'4ut happy Hate. 

I HAVE thus ppinted out what ap- 
vpears to me the difcipline ojf religion and 
wifdom for tranquillity of mind. He that 
Jotb tbefe things Jhall never be moved. — 
During the early periods of .life, vivid 
ienfatipn^ of ple^fure are the foleobjeds 
thought worthy of purfuit. Mere eafc 
and calmnefs are defpifed, as the portion 
. of the aged only and the feebk. Some 
longer acquaintance with the world, 
with its difappoihted hopes and fallaci- 
ous pleafures, teaches almoft all men, 
by degrees, to wifti for tranquillity and 
peace. B ut you. muft hot imagine, that 

thefe 
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.thfjfe are blfjOitigs y^hkh w/Jl;drQp,<)ijr.iS:E:R|4» 
n>en 9^ $heir pwi^ accord,: as fopn as they ^^^^^ 
•-begiato 4e&'e thqn. ^No : ,The thpugbt:^ 
JlejTs, and the ptqAlg^tc, wili;ey.er jremajia 
ftr^ngexs to jthqm. Tljey .yv'ill remaia 
; the, fport pf ?yp.ry accid^ot that occUrs 
to derap^e ^l;ieirjmiad^^ 9nd todijfturb 
their life*— ^-^The three gf i^gt ppeimes 
to ^rgnqqUlity aire. Vice, \ Super ftition, 
and Idl^enefs : yipe* which poifons arid , 
4ift.urbs j:,the,.rnii)d tvith bad pgflions.j 
Superftition, which iilla it with ima-. 
ginary terrors ; Idlenefs, which loads it 
withtedioufnefsaad^difguft. It is only 
by following the path which Eternal 
Wifdom has pointed out, that we can 
arrive at the blefled temple of Tran- 
quillity, and obtain a ftation there : By / 
doing, or at leaft endeavouring to do> 
our duty to God and man ; by acquir- 
ing an humble truft in the mercy and 
favour of God through Jefus Chrift ; 
by cultivating our minds, and properly 
eipplpyiiig our time and thoughts ; by 
governing our paffions and our temper ; 
by correcting all unreafonable expeda- 
T 2 tion5 
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SEKM. tions from the world, and from men; 
and in the midil of worldly bufinefs-, 
habituating ourfelves to calm retreat 
andl ferious recoUedion.— By fuch 
means as thefe, it may be hoped, that, 
through the divine bleffing, our days 
fhall flow in a Aream as unruffled as the 
human ftate admits. The wicked are 
Uke the troubled fea^ when it cannot rejl. 
But the work of righteoufnefs is peace;, 
and the effeSi of righteoufnefs is quietnefs 
and affurancefor ever^ 

*I£uah3L3udi. 17*^ 
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On the Misfortunes of M?n bcjng 
chargeable on themfelvcs. 



pRovEjiBs xix. 3t 

Ishefoolijhnefs of man perverteth his way, 
and his heart fretteth againji the Lord^ • 

HOW many complaints do we hear s E R M, 
from every quarter, of themifery , ^^^' 
and diftrefs that fill the world \ In thcfe 
the high and the low, the 3K)ung and 
the aged, join ; and fincc the beginning 
of time, no topic has been more fertile 
of declamation, than the vanity and 
vexation which man is appointed to fu£- 
fef ^ But are we certain that this vex- 

ationi 
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SERM.ation, and this vanity, is altogether M 
x.,,^^ be afcribcd to the appointment of Hea- 
ven^? fs 'there no gfoiind t6Tufpe<^'that 
man himfelf is the chief and immediate 
author of his own fufFerings ? What the 
text plaiply fuggefts'is, that it is com- 
mon for men to conijilairi grbuhdlefly of 
Providence; that they are prone t^accufe 
God for the evils of life, when in rea- 
fon they ought to accufe themfelves j 
and that after xhtir foolijhnefs hath per^ 
*oerted their way, arid mkde them un-^ 
dergo the confequences of their own 
mifcondudt, they impiouflyyr^/ in heart 
Againfl the Lord. This is the dodiVine 
which I now purpofe to iUuftrate, in 
order to fikricc the fceptic, and to 
cheeky a repiping and irreligious ipir*H- 
I fhall for this end makey fome obfprva- 
tions, fjlrfl, on the external,, and next,, 
upon the internal, co^ndition of man ; 
^nd then conclude with fvich ferious- an4 
ufeful improvement as the fubjeft will 
naturally fuggeft, 

I. Lei* us confider the external con- 
dition 



f 



heitg cbarff^Akm ihen^hm. i^i 

dkbn of mm . We' fihd^him placed' in S£ R^l«£' 
a world, where^ie I^s b3r no mcainsr the 
difpofal of the events that happen. Ca«» 
lamities foinetidies be&l t^e worthier 
add the b&ft, which it' is: not in theiir 
power to prevent, aftd where nothing 
is left t^ein» but t& acknowledge and to 
' fubmit ta the high hand: <ii Heaven. 
For fuehvifitatJons^ of trials many good 
^nd wi& reafons can beaffigned> which 
l3ie preferit fabje<fl leads nae nttt to dit* 
cufs» But though thoib unavoidable 
calamities make a part» yet thej make 
liot the chief part of the vexations and 
forrows that diftrefs human life. A 
multitude of evils befct usi for the fource 
of which we muft look to another* quar«» 
ter.-^No fooner has any thing in the 
healthy or in the circuinftances of men^ 
gone croTs td their wifti, than they^he*- 
gin to« talk of the unequal diftributioQ 
of the goo4 things of this life ; they eai* 
vy the condition erf" others ; they repine 
ftt their own lot, and fret agaiaft tli9 
^^t of the world. 
fullo( thefe fentim^ms, one man 

pines 
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$ £ R M. pines under a broken conftitution . But 
y^/YV 1^ ^s aik him, whether he cap, fairly 
and honeftly, affign no caufe for this 
but the unknown decree of Heaven ? 
Has he duly valued the bj^ffing pf 
health, and always obferyed the rules, 
of virtue and fobricty ? Has he beei^ 
moderate in his life, and tenipeFate in 
all his pleafures ? If now he be only 
paying the price of his former, perhaps 
his forgotten, indulgences, has he any 
title to complain, as if he were fufFcr- 
ing unjuftly ? Were you to furvey the 
chambers of ficknefs and diftrefs, yQU 
would find them peopled with the vie- 
tims of intemperance and fenfuality, and 
with the children of vitious indolence 
and doth. Among the thoufands who 
Janguifh there, you would find the pro- 
portion of innocent fufFerers to b«<mall. 
You would fee faded yo.uth, premature 
old age, and the prpfped: of an untime- 
ly grave, to be the portion of mul- 
titudes who., in Que way or other, have 
brought thofe evils oh themfelvesi 
while yet tbefe martyrs of vicg and fol- 
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ly have the aflurance to arraign the hard S E R M. 
fate of man, and to fret againji the Lord, k,^,^,^ 

But you, perhaps, coniplain of hard-r 
/hips of another kind; of the injuftice 
of the world ; of the poverty which you 
fuiFer, and A& difcouragements under 
which you labour' j of the crofles and 
difappointments of which your life has 
been doomed to be full.— .»— Before you 
give too much fcope to your difcon- 
tent, let me defire you to refledt im-r 
partially upon your paft train of life. 
Have not floth, or pride, or ill temper, 
or finful paffions, milled you often from 
the path of found and wife condu<3: ? 
Have you not been wanting to your-p 
jfelves in improving thofe opportunities 
which Providence offered you, for bet-^ 
tering and advancing your ftate ? If you' 
have chofen to indulge youf humour, 
or your tafte, in the gratifications of 
indolence or pleafure, can you complain 
becaufc Qthers, in preference to you, 
have obtained thofe advantages which 
naturally belong to ufeful labours^ and 
JjOHQvirable purfuit* ? Have not the con- 

fequenccs 
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SE R m: fcquehces of fomc falfc fteps, into witicH 
^^^ your paffions,' or your pleafures, have 
tetraycd you> purfucd you through 
much of your life ; tainted, pterhaps, 
your charader, involved you. in tfmbar- 
raflments, or filrik you into^ ncgle<9: ? 
It is an old faying, that^very man 
is the artificer of his own fortune' in the 
world . It^ is^ certain that the world fel- 
dbm turns wholly againft a niart, unlc^ 
through his owii feult, GoiSim/s is, m 
general, prqfifai/e unto allf&mgs. Vir- 
tue, diligence and induftry, jcnnddiVitii 
gdod tempfei- arid -prudence, have ever 
been foufid the fureft road to profperi- 
ty ; and where rtien fail of attaiftiflg it, 
their vvant ctf Aidcefs is far oftener ow- 
ing to their having deviated fron^ that 
road, than to their having encounter^ 
ihfuperable bars in it. Somi, hf being 
too artful, forfeit the reputation cjf pro- 
bity. Sonie, by bdng too open, are 
accounted to fail in prudence. Others, 
by being fickle and changeable, ard dif- 

trufted by dk ^ The cafe coMrftorfy 

is, that ihen feek «> afcribe their dif- 

appointments 



ielng chargeable on themfehes. 299'' 

appointments to any caufe, rather than SERM. 
to their own mifcondudt ; and when ^.^.-v-lr 
tfiey can devife no other caufe, they lay 
them to the charge of Providence. 
Their folly leads them into vices ; their 
vices into misfortunes ; and in their mis- 
fortunes theyyr^/^^tf/«/?^i6^Z/(?r^. They 
arc doubly unjuft towards God. In their 
profperity, they are apt to afcribe their 
fuccefs to their own diligence, rather 
than to God's bleffing ; and in their 
adverfity, they impute their diftreffes 
to his providence,' not to their own 
mifbehaviour. Whereas, the truth is 
the very reverfe of this. Every good 
dnd every perfeSi gift comet b from above ; 
and of evil and mifery, man is the au^ 
thor to himfelf. 

When from the condition of indivi-. 
duals, wc look abroad to the public 
ftate of the world, we meet with more 
proofs of the truth of this aflcrtion. 
We fee great focicties of men torn in 
pieces by inteftine diffenfions, tumults 
and civil commotions. We fee mighty 
armies going forth, in formidable ar- 
ray 
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SERM. ray, again ft each other, to cover the 

K^^TY-^ earth with blood, and to fill the air 

with the cries of widows 4nd orphans^ 

Sad evils thefe are, to* which this mi- 

fcrable world is expofed. But are 

thefe evils, I befeechyou, to be imput- 
ed to God ? Was it he who fent forth 
flaughtering armies into the field, or 
who filled the peaceful city with maf- 
facres and blood ? Are thefe miferies any 
other than the bitter fruit of men's vi- 
olent and diforderly pafllons ? Are they 
not clearly to be traced to the ambition 
and vices of princes^ to the quarrel? of 
the great, and to the turbulence of th? 
people? — ' — Let us lay them entirely 
out of the account, in thinking of Pro- 
vidence ; and let us think only of thp 
foolifinefs of men. Did man contrpul 
his paffions, and form his condudt ac- 
cording to. the dictates of wifdoiji, hu-- 
inanity and virtue, the earth would no 
longer be defojated by cruelty ; and hu- 
pian focieties would live in order, har- 
inony and peace. In thofe fcenes of 
pcifchief and violence which fill the 

world. 
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World, let man behold, with fhame, the S E R M. 
picture of his vices, his ignorance, and ^^..^^^ 
folly. Let Him be humbled by the mor- 
tifying view of his own perverfenefs i 
but let not bis heart fret againji the 

Lord. From the external condition, 

let us prbceed, 

.II. To confidcr the internal ftate of 
man. It is certain that much difquiet 
and mifery may be found there, although 
his outward condition appear undifturb- 
cd, and eafy. As far as this inward dif- 
quietude arifes from the flings of con- 
fcience, and the horrors of guilt, there 
can be na doubt of its being felf-cre- 
ated mifery -, which it is altogether im- 
pofible to impute to Heaven. But, 
even, when great crimes, and deep rc- 
morfe, are not the occafions of torment, 
. how often is poifon infufed into the moft 
flouriftiing conditions of fortune, by 
the follies and the paflions of the prof- 
perous ? We fee them peevifli and rcft- 
lefs ; corrupted with luxury, and ener- 
vated by eafe ; impatient of the fmalleft v 

difappointment; 
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SERM.difappointment; opprejSed with layir 
\_- ^-,i) fpirits, and complaining of every thing 
around them. How many Hamans, 
JSazaelsy void Herods, are there in the 
world, who, from* what they fufFer 
within, pafs their days in more vexati- 
on and mifery, than they who undergo 
the hardships of poverty ? Dare fuch 
men, in their moft difcontepted mo- 
ments, charge the providence of Hea- 
ven with miferies of their own procur- 
ing ? Providence had put into their 
hands the faireft opportunity of paffing 
their life with comfort. But they them- 
fc^ves blafted every comfort that was 
offered ; and verified the predicStion, that 
tie profperity of fools jball dejiroy 
tbem.^ 

As it is man's ownfoolijhnefs which 
ruins his profperity, we muft not omitto 
remark, that it is the fame qaufe which 
aggravates and embitters his adyerfity. 
That you fuffer from the external af- 

.^^^(^ions 

.♦ * Pxov. i. 32. 
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ili(^ion3 of the world,, may often be ow- S E R M- 
ingto God!s:^pppjintment ; l>ut when, ^ - ^^^ 
in the midfl: of thefe, ypu.alfo fuffer 
from the .4iforders of yoxir mind and 
pa,flip09, this is . owing to yourfelves ; 
and they are thofe inward .diforders 
which add tljtefevereft iling to eifternal 
ajSli^ions. Many are the refources of 
a good and, a wife man, under all the 
difafters of life. In the midft of them^ 
it is always in his power to enjoy peace 
of mind, and hope. in Ggd. He may 
fuffer 5 but under foffering he will not 
fink, as long as all is found within* 
But when the fpirit has been wounded 
by gmilt and folly, its wounds open, 
and.hleed afrefh, upon every blow that 
is received from the world. The niind 
becomes fenfible and fore to the flighteft 
injuries of fortune ; and a fmall reverfe 
is felt as, an infupportable calamity. 

Qn the whole ; the farther ypu.fe^rch 
into human life,- and t;he more you. ob- 
fcrve the.n^anners and the conduct pf 
jnen, jou will be the more convinc^l ' 
of this great truth, that of the diftrefles 

which 
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S E R M. which abound in the world, we are thft 
^^J^ chief duthofs. Among the multitudes 
who afe, at this day, bewailihg their 
cdhdition arid lot, it will be found to 
hold of far the greater part, that they are 
* reaping iht fruit of their own doings ; 
their iniquities are reproving them^ and 
their bdckjlidings cOrreSfing thefn. Unat- 
tainable objefts fooliflily purfued, in- 
temperate paffions nourifhed, vicious 
pleafures and defires indulged, God and 
God's holy laws forgotten ; thefc, thefe 
are the great fcourges of the world; the 
great caufes of the life of man t>eing fo 
embroiled and unhappy. God hath or- 
dained our ftate On earth to be a mixed 
and imperfeft ftate. We have ourfelves 
to blame for its becoming an infupport- 
able one. If it bring forth nothing to 
us but vexation and vanity, we have 
fown the feeds of that vanity and vex- 
ation; and as we have fown, we muft 
reap. ~- 1 now proceed to make im- 
provement of thofe truths which we 
have been confidering. 

In the^r/? place, let us be taught, to 

look 
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lobk upon fin as the fource of all oursERM. 
iru&ries. It may fometimes afiume the ^^^1, 
gentler names of folly, irregularity, or 
levity ; but under whatever form it ap- 
pears, it always imports a deviation from 
that facredlaw which ought to regulate 
our conduft. It is ftill the root that 
beareth gall and wormwood*-, and in 
exad: proportion to the quantity of this 
poifonous weed, which we ourfelves 
have infufed into our cup, we muft ex- 
peft to drink the waters of bitternefs. If 
the foolUhnefs of man did not pervert his 
ways^ his heart would have no occafion 
to fret againji the Lord. He would 
enjoy competent fatisfadion in every 
fituationof life; and under its unavoid- 
able evils, would derive confblation from 

religion and virtue. ^Indeed, of every , 

evil which we now endure, of thofc 
evils which we look upon to be the 
appointment of providence, as well as 
of others, finis ultimately the caufe; 
as it was man's revolt from God, 
VoL^IV. U which 

* Deut.xxix. i8» 
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s E R M. which gkve rife originatlljrto thofe cviky 
. J^^Jj^ and which rendered the chaftifements? 
we undergo, in this ftate of difciplincj 
rieceflary, even for i^Qfons of God. ^ — 
But atprefent, we confine ourobferv3te)n 
to thofe miferies of which men are the 
immediate procurer's to themfelves; and 
from them alone, we find fufficient 
f eafon 10 confider fin as the capital foe 
to man ; as the great troubler and dif- 
turber of his life* T0 Providence, then, 
let us look up with reverence. On fin let 
our indignation be vented; and^ what is 
of more confequencCi againft fin and all 
its approaches, let our utmoft caution be 
employed^ As we proceed through the 
different paths of life, let us accuftom 
ourfelves to beware of fiin, as the hidden 
fnake lurking amcmg the grafs, from 
•whofe fatal touch wc muft fly in hafte, 
if wc would not experience its fting. 

^Too many have no juft apprchen-^ 

fions of this danger. Fools^ faid the wife 
man, f^ke a mock at Jin* A fcxA 
indeed he muft be, whp dares to think 
lightly of it. He fliows not only the de- 
pravity 
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pravity of his^ heart, but, what perhaps s E R M. 
he will be more afhamed to be charged ^. _^_!^ 
with, he ihows his ignorance of the 
world. He (hows that he knows not, 
be. underftands not, even his worldly 
intereft, nor the intereft .^ndha^ppinefs of 
human fociety. 

In the^r^W place, let us learn from 
what has been Tet forth, one of the moft 
awful and important of all truths, the re- 
ality of a divine govewment exercifed 
over the world. Blind muff that man be, 
who difcerns riot the mdft ftriking marks 
of it, in the dodtrine which has been un- 
der our view. If there be a fceptic, who 
contends, tlat unreftrained liberty in the 
gratification of defire is given to man; 
that in the fight of his Creator, all adlions 
are equal; and that np rule of moral con- 
dufthath been prefcribed, or by any pe- 
nalty enjforced; in order to confute fuch 
a man, we have not recourfe to reafon- 
ings, but fimply appeal . to plain and 
obvious fads. We bid him look only 
to the life of man; and take notice how 
every vice, is by the conftitution of 
U 2 things. 
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SERM. things, connefted with mifery. We 
^-^-'^ bid him trace the hiftofy of any cncy 
With whofe conduft he had particular 
©ccafion to be accjuainted ; and obfervcy 
whether tlie chief misfortunes which 
fmrfued him were not brought upon 
hirti by his own miibehaviour. We bid 
him remark in the hiftory of nations^ 
whether public virtue has not* always 
exahcd them;, and whether licentiouf- 
nefs and crimes have not paved the way 
for their ruin* Thefe are teftimonies to 
the truth of religioner which cannot by 
any fophiftfy be evaded. This is a 
voice, which ipeaks its . warnings loud 
and strong to every heart. 
,, The fyftem upon which the divine go- 
vernment at prefent proceeds, jJainly is, 
that men's own laickednefs fbould be ap- 
pointed to corretl them\ that finaers 
fhould befnaredin the ivork of their hands , 
and funk in the pit which themf elves had 
digged^ that the backflider injieartjlwuld 
be filed with his o^m ways. ■ Of all tJie 
plans which could have been deviied for 
the government of the world, this ap- 
proves 
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proves itfelf to reafon, as the wifeft and s E R ^. 
moft worthy of God; h to frame the con- u..,,^ 
ftitution of things^ that the di^e laws 
fhoiild in a manner execute themfclves* 
and carry their fandlions in their own bo- 
fom. When the vices of men require pu- 
niihment to be infli<fted, the Almighty is 
at no iofs for minifters of juftice, A 
thoufaiid inftruments of vengeance are at 
his command ; innumerable arrows are al * 
ways in his quiver- But fuch is the pro*- 
found wifdom of his plan, that no peculiar 
interpofals of power are requifite, Hehas 
no occafion to ftep from his throne, and 
t<i interrupt the order of nature. With 
that Majefly and Iplcmnity which befits 
odinipotence. He pronounces, Ephraim 
is joined to his idols I let him alone'^ \ He^ 
leaves tranfgreflbrs to their own guilt, and 
punifhment follows of courfe. Their fins 
do the work of juftice. They lift the 
fcourge; and with every ftroke which 

they 

♦ Hofea iv. 17. 
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S E R M. they inflift on the crimmal, they mU 

^^_J^ this fevere admonition, that as he is oftly 

reaping the fruit of his own actions, he 

deferves all that he fuffers. From 

what has been faid, I might take oc- 
cafion. 

In the third place, to (how the in-r 
juftice of our charging Providence with 
a promifcuous and unequal diftribution 
of its favours, ^mong the good and th? 
bad. That unequal diftribution takes 
place in appearance only, not in reality, 
The whole condudtpf Providence fuffir 
ciently marks, which of thofe clafles of 
men it bleffes and protefts. The prof- 
perity of finners is no more than a de- 
ceitful ftiow. The great materials of 
happinefs arc provided for the virtuous; 
and evil never fails to purfue the wicked. 
I fhall clofe the difcourfe with obferving. 

In the fourth and laft place, the ne- 
ceflity which plainly arifes from our pre- 
fent condition, of looking up to God for 
diredion and aid, in the conduft of life. 
The refult of the whole doftrine I have 

now 
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now delivered is, that man's happinefs s E |i M.. 
or tnjfery is, in a great meafure, put ^^_ J^ 
into his. own hands- In vain he com- 
plains of Providence, If his heart fret 
againji the Lordy it is only becaufe his- 
foolijhnefs had perverted his way : for oa 
himfelf, and his own behaviour, it de- 
pends, to be free of thofe . miferies 
which harr^fs the wicked. — But alas ! 
when wc fiy that this depends 
upon man, on what uncertain ground 
do we place his fecurity ? Is man, when 
left to hiqifelf, equal to this high truft, 
that is repofed in him, this important 
charge that is committed to him, of at-, 
taining happinefs, by wife and irre- 
proachable condudt ? Inconftant as he is. 
in virtue, variable in his refolutions, 
foft and yielding in his nature to a 
thoufand temptations; how fliall he 
guide himfelf through fuch flippery and, 
dangerous paths as thofe of human life; 
where many hidden precipices furround 
him; many falfe lights lead him aftray; 
and where the cpnfequence of every 
ftep he takes may be deftruftion and 

ruin? 
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s E R M. ruin ? — Thankful kt us be to heaven, 
^ , \-^^ that in this fituation, a merciful guide 
ilretches out his hand to aid us; that a 
celeftial light fhiiies upon us frpm 
above; that a divine Spirit is proxnifed 
to illuminate and ftrenghten us* Let us 
humbly recjueft of Heaven, that this 
Spirit of the Almighty may ever be our/ 
guide; never prcfiimptuoufly trufting in 
pur own wifdom; but liftening atten- 
tively to the voice of God; and in all our 
ways acknowledging Him who only can 
direSl our Jieps. ^^V^on the whole, let 
. us hold faft the perfuafion of thefe fun- 
damental truths ; — ^that in all his difpen- 
fations, God is juft and good; that the 
caufe of all the troubles wie fufFer is in 
purfelves, not in him; that virtue is the 
liireft guide to a happy life ; that he who 
forfakcs this guide, enters upon the path 
of death; but that he vfhowalketh up^, 
rightly, walkethfurelyi and that he who 
keepeth the commandment^ keepeth his own 
foul. 
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S E R M.O N XV. 

On Integrity as the Guide of Life, 



PllOVERBS xi. 3. 



J'he integrity of the upright fiiall guide 
them.'— 

RIGHTEOUSNESS and fin are, in ^ ^^^ 
this bopk of Proverbs, frequently ^— v--^ 
contrafted with each other, and the ad- 
vantages of the former difplayed. The 
righteous man is fhown to be more ex^ 
cellent than his neighbour^ as the ways in 
which he walks are ways of pleafantnefs^ 
while the way of tranfgrejjbrs is hard. 
Honour is reprefented as attending the 

cne^ 
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s E R M* one, while (hame is the portion of the 
y^^^,,^ Other. The path of the one leads to 
life ; that of the other to deftruftion- 
In the text, an advantage of righteouf- 
nefs is fpecified, which is not comtoon- 
ly attended to, and which fbme will not 
readily allow that it poflefles. We are 
told by the wife man, that it affords 
light and direftion to conduit, and will 
prove our bcft guide through all the 
intricacies of life. The integrity of the 
upright Jhall guide them-, or, as it is ad- 
ded, to the fame purpofe, in a following 
verfe, the righteoufnefs of. the perfeSl 
Jhall direSl his way. There are ma* 
ny who will admit, that integrity is 
an amiable quality; that it is entitled 
to much refpeft, and in moft cafes 
ought to influence our behaviour; 
who neverthelefs are unwilling to 
allow it the chief place* in the diredtion 
of their worldly condud. They hold, 
that a certain artful fagacity, founded 
upon knowledge of the world, isthebeft 
condudlor of every one, who would be ^ 
fuccefsful adventurer in life; and that a 
flriQ: attention to integrity^ as his only 
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guide, would often lead him into danger S ER M 
anddiftrefe, Int^xtfticm to tei»ts of v,,.,^^ 
this kind, I nOw purpofe to fhew, that 
amidft all perplexities and dangers, there 
is no guide we can choofe fo fafe, and fo 
fuccefsful on the whole, as the integrity 
of an upright mind; and that upon every 
trying occafion, principles of probity and 
honour will condud a ^ood nian through • 
life with more advantage, than if he 
were, to ad upon the mpft refined fyf-r 
tpm of worldly wifdom, 

It will not take much time to deli- 
neate the charader of the man of inte- 
grity, as by its nature it is a plain one, and 
eafily underllood. He is one, who makes 
. it his conftant rule to follow the road of 
duty, according as the word of God, and 
the voice of his confcience, point it out 
to him. He is not guided merely by af- . 
fedions, which may fometimes give the 
colour of virtue to aloofe and unftable 
charader. The upright man is guided 
by a fixed principle of mind, which de- 
termines him" to cftecm nothing but • 

what 
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s E R M. what is honourable ; and to abhor what-. 

^^_^ ever is bafc and unworthy, in moral con- 
dudl. Hence you find him ever the 
fame; at all times, the trufty friend, the 
affe<3:ionate relation, the confcientious 
man of bufinefs, the pious worfhippcr, 
' the public fpiritetd citizen. He aflumes 
no borrowed appearance. He feeks no 
mafk to cover him; for he ads no ftupid 
part; but he is in truth what he appears 
to be, full of truth, candour, and- huma- 
nity. In £^1J his purfuits, he knows no 
path but the fair and di^ed one ; and 
would much rather fail of fuccefs, than 
attain it by reproachful pieans. He never 
fhows you a fpiiling countenance, while 
he meditates evil againft you in his 
heart. He never praifes you among 
your friends ; and then joins in traduQ- 
ing you among your enemifes. You will 
never find one part of his charafter at 
variance with another. In his manners, 
he is fimple and uflafFedcd; in all his 
proceedings, open and confiftent. — Such 
is the man of integrity fpoken of in the 
. text. Let us now proceed to fhow, in 

what 
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what manner, and with what effeft, in- S E R M. 
tegrity ferves for the guide of his life. ^^_^ 

Every one who has begun to make 
any progrcfs in the world, will be* fenfi- 
ble, that to conduft himfelf in human af- 
fairs with wifdom and propriety, is often 
a matter of no fmall difficulty. Amidft 
thit variety of chara6tcrs, of jarring 
difpofitions, and of interfering intercfts, 
which take place among thofe with 
whom we have intercourfe, we are fre- 
quently at a ftand, as to die part moft 
prudent for us to chufe. Ignorant of 
what is pafling in the breafts of thofe 
around us, we can form no more than 
doubtful conjedures concerning the 
events that are likely to happen. They 
may take fbmc turn altogether different 
from the courfe in which we had ima- 
gined they were to run, and according 
to which we had formed our plans. The 
flighteft incident often flioot* out into 
important confequences, of which we 
were not aware. The labyrinth be- 
comes io intricate, that the moft faga- 

cious 
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s £ R Bl. daiBA caa lay hold on no clue to guide 
^^^..^^ him through it: He finds himfclf em- 
barraffed, and at a lofs how to ad:. — la 
public and in private life, in managing 
our own concerns, and in dire(3:ii|g thofe 
of others, the doubt ftarted.by the Wife 
man frequently occurs ; fFho knoweth 
'what is good for man in this /^^-«^While 
thus fatigued with conjecture, we re- 
main perplexed and undetermined in 
our choice; we are at the fame time 
pulled to different fides, by the various 
emotions which belong to Qiaor natuffi* 
On one hand, pleafure^ allures us to 
what is agreeable ; on the other, interefl: 
weighs us down towards what feems 
gainful. Honour attrafts us towards 
what is fplendid; and indolence inclines 
us to what is eafy. In the confultation$ 
which we hold with ouf own mindi, 
concerning our conduift, how often are 
we thus divided within ourfelvesj. puz- 
zled by tbe uncertainty of future events, 
and diflrafted by the conteil of .differ- 
ent inclinations ^ 



It 
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It is in fuch fituations as thefe, that sfe ft M* 
the principle of integrity interpofes to ^^' 
give light and direction. While worldl}r 
men fludluate in the midft of diofe per- 
plexities which I have de&vflbed^ the 
virtuous man has one Oracle, to which 
he reforts in every dubious cafe, and 
whofe dec^ort*h« holds to be infallible : 
He cofifoHs his confeience. He liftens to 
thr voice of God, Were it only on a 
few occafions that this Oracle could be 
confulted, its value would be lefs. But 
it is a miftake to imagine, that its Ref- 
ponfes are feldom given. Hardly is there 
any material tranfaiftion whatever in hu- 
man life, any important queftion, that 
holds us in fufpence as to prafticc, bat 
the difference between right and wrong 
will (hew itfelf ; and the principle of 
integrity will, if we Men to it impar- 
tially, give a dear decifion. Whene- 
ver the n»nd is divided within itfelf. 
confcience is feldom or never neutral. 
There is always one fide or other to 
which it leans. There is always one 
fcale of -the balance, int<^ which it 

throws 
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S£^M. throws the weight of feme virtue; or 
Jome praife ; of fomething that is ju/i and 
true, lovely, honeji, and of good report. 
Thcfe are the forms^ which rife to the 
obfervation of the upright man. By 
others they may be unfeen^ or over^ 
looked;but inhis eye, the kftreof virtue 
outihines all otherbn§htnefs. Wherever 
tliis pole ftar dire^ him, he fteadily 
holds his courfe.-r-Let the iflue of that 
courfe be ever fo uncertain; let hil 
friends differ from him in opinion; let 
his enemies clamour; he is not moved; 
his purpofe is fixed. He aiks but one 
queflion of his heart, what is the moft 
worthy and honourable part ; what is the 
part moil becoming the ftation which 
he poflefles, the character which he 
wifhes to bear, the expectations which 
good men entertain of him? Being once 
decided as to this, he hefitates no more» 
He fhuts his cars againfl every folicita^ 
tion. He purfues the direft line of inte^ 
gfity, \s\iho\it turning either to th€ right 
hand or to the left. ". It is the Lord who 
•• calleth. Him I follow. Let him or- 

" der 
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" dcr what fcemcth good in his fight/ *S \v^* 
' ^ I t is inthis mannerthat the integrity i-^-v-w 
of the upright adls as their guide. 

But as, upon a fuperficial viewj it 
may appear hazardous to place ourfclve& 
entirely under fuch a guide, let us now 
proceed to confider what can be faid iii 
defence of this plan of condudt, and 
what advantages feirve to recommend iti 

In the frjt place, I affirm, that the 
guidance of integrity is the fafeft under 
which we can be placed 5 that the road in 
which it leads us is, upon the whole, the 
freeft from dangers. Perfedl immunity 
from danger is not to be expeded in 
this life. We can chufe no path> in 
which we may not meet withdifap- 
pointments and misfortunes* Our life, 
at the beft, is a pilgrimage, and perils 
furround it. Againft thefe perils, the 
men of the world imagine that craft 
and dexterity furnifh the beft defence; 
and if,, in any inftance, they over- 
reach the upright, they confider it as 
a manifeft decifion in favour of their 

Vol. IV. ^ plan. 
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s E R M. plan. But inftead of rcfting on a few 
^ ^^ inliances, let u« take an extenfive furvey 
of the courfe of human affairs. Let us 
enquire who the perfons are that, in all 
the different lines of life, have gone 
through the world with moft fuccefs; 
and we (hall find, that the men of probity 
and honour form by far the moft con- 
fiderablepart of the lifti we fliall find 
that men of plain underftanding, a^ing 
upon fair and diretl views, have much 
oftenerprofpered, than men of the deep- 
eft policy, who were devoid of principle. 
How few arc the inftances of perfons who 
by fidelity, worth, and ftedfaft adherence 
to their duty, have either loft their for- 
tunes, or incurred general difpleafure, in 
times when human affairs were proceed- 
ing in their ordinary train ? But how nu- 
merous and frequent are the examples of 
thofe whofe profpeds have been blafted, 
whofe circumftances have been ruined, 
and their names funk into contempt by' 
.vice and diftionefty? 

The man of the world aitns at higher 

things. 
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things^ and more rapid fuccefs^ than the s B R M« 
man of moderation and viftue. But, at J^l^ 
the fame time, he incurs greater rifques 
and dangers. No calculation of proba- 
bilities can enfure fafety to him who is 
a^ing a deceitful part, Amidft the un- 
forefeen vicifEtudes of the world, he has 
to dread, not only difappbintment to his 
pkns, but the miferies alfo which deted- 
ed fallacies may bring on his head. He 
walks on the edge of precipices, where a 
iingle falfe ftep may be fatal. He fol- 
lows a wandering light, which, if it fail 
of guiding him by a (hort path to the Pa- 
lace of ambition, lands him in the pit, or 
the lake. Whereas he who follows the . 
guidance of integrity, walks in the high 
road on which the light of the fun ftiines. 
He fees before him the Habitation of 
peace to which his fteps are dire<fted; 
and if he be longer of arriving at it, 
he is fure of neither wandering far 
aftray, nor of meeting on his road 
with any forms of unufual terror. 
Let it b^ always femembered 
that the principle of integrity which 
X z dircdls 
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s E R M. dif efts a good man, is for from excluding 
^J!^^ prudence in the condud of life. It im- 
plies no improvident or thoughtlefs fim- 
plicity. On the contrary, it is-clofely 
connected with true wifdom. A man of 
enlarged capacity, andextenfivc views, is 
always upright. Craft is merely the 
fupplement of inferior abilities. It cha- 
radterizes a* narrow comprehenfion, and 
a little mind. — As the path of integrity 
is on the whole the fafeft path of con- 
duct ^ fo, . 

In the y?^W places it is un(Jueftiona-» 
bly the moft honourable. Integrity is 
the foundation of all that is high in 
character among mankind. Other qua- 
lities may add to its fplendor ; but if this 
cflential requifite be wanting, all their 
luftre fades^ Were I drawing the cha^ 
radler of one who claimed the admiration 
of the world; and after I had afcribed 
to him eloquence, valour, and every 
endowment that is moft (hining and 
captivatingi did I add, that he was a 
man of too much art to be truftcd, I ap- 

♦^cal 



the Guide of Life. 3^5 

peal to every one, whether, by thisfingle S E R M- 
ftroke, the whole charadler would not be v...,..^ 
fiiiik and degraded ; An ihtcrefted and 
crafty man may perhaps rife into influ- 
ence and high ftation; he may be a rich 
and a powerful, but will never be a great 
man. He may be feared, and externally 
honoured and courted; but in the fecret 
thoughts of men he finds no rcfped:. 
We all feel, that magnanimous fenti- 
ments cannot dwell in the fame breaft 
with felfifhnefs and deceit. » 

He who refts upon an internal prin- 
ciple of virtue and honour, will a£t with 
a dignity and a boldnefs, of which they 
are incapable who are wholly guidecj 
by intereft. He is above thofe timid 
fufpicions, and cautious reftraints, which 
fetter and embarrafs their conduft. 
That firmnefs which the confcioufneft 
of reditude infpires, gives vigour and 
force to his exertions on every great 
occafion. It adds double weight to 
all the abilities of which he is poffeft. 
It even fupplies the place of thofe abili- 
ties in which he is defefSivci They 

who 
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s E it M- who oppofe him are obliged to honour 
Jf ^^ him. They look up to him with a 
fecrct awe, as to one who moves above 
them in a fuperior fphere; regardle& of 
their good or ill opinion, of their pro- 
mifes or their threatenings; like one of ' 
diofe celeftial luminaries which holds itsi 
courfe through its orbit, without being 
affedted by any commotions among the 
elements below. Such a man is truiled, 
and relied upon, as well as efteemed, 
becaufe all know where to find him, 
and upon what fyftem he a6ts. H? 
attaches friends and followers to himfelf, 
without courting them; and though his 
progrcfs towards feme fhould be flow, 
and interrupted at firfl by crookdd arts, 
it is neverthelefs certain ^nd fure. The 
public may be milled for, a while, in 
judging of real merit; but it is feldom 
unjuft at the laft. As perfons con- 
tinue to come forward to view, and 
to aft their part in trying circumftan*- 
ces, their charadters are at length 
fully afcertained; and, almoft alvjrays, 
rated as they deferve. How corrupt 
foevcr the world may be, they can- 
not 
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not witb-hold approbation from him, s E R M. 
whofe conduA is marked by unifomi in- 
tegrity and honour. Enemies he will 
have i but the public favours him ; the 
multitude of men wi(h him fuccefs ; and 
deftine him, in their thoughts, to every 
ftep of his preferment, before he arrives 
at it. 

In the third place, the plan of con-- 
duft, on which the man of integrity pro- 
ceeds is the moft comfortable ; that is, 
attended with the greateft fatisfadlion in 
a man's own mind, Amidft the various 
and perplexing events of life, it is of 
fingular advantage to be kept free from 
doubt, as to the part moft proper to be 
chofen. He who confults nothing but 
worldly intereft muft, upon every turn of 
/ortune, undergo much painful fufpence. ' 
He is obliged to liften with anxious ear 
to every whifper of report; and upon 
every new afpedl which the face of af- 
fairs aflumes, muft ftudy how to place 
himfelf in a new pofture of defence. 
But the man of principle is a ftranger to 

tliefe 
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s E R M. inward troubles. His time is not loft j 
^^:^ nor his temper fretted by long and anxi* 
ous confultations. One light always 
fhines upon him from above/ One path, 
the path of integrity, always opens clear 
and diftind to his view. — But this is 
not his only advantage, to be freed from 
embarraffments, by having placed him- 
felf under the charge of one conftant 
guide. He is alfo rewarded with the 
fenfe of having chofch his guide well 
and wifely. He is delivered from all in- 
ward upbraidings, from all mifgivings 
of mind, froni all alarms founded oh 
the dread of difcovery and difgrace. A 
good confcience enables him to look 
back on the part which he has a<^ed 
with fatisfaftion ; and to look forward to 
' the iflue which it may bring, without 
concern. It is in the cafe of one iffuc 
only, that the man who ad:s from worldly 
intereft can enjoy fatisfadlion ; that is, 
when his defigns have fucceeded accord- 
ing to his wifli. But it is the felicity of 
the man, who a(5ts under the direction of 
integrity, that in every iflue, he has 

, fomething 
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fpmething to comfort him. Though s e r m« 
fuccefs has failed him, the confolation ^^' 
remains of having done his duty, and 
fbidied to approve himfelf to God, 

This reference of all bis adlions to 
divine approbation, furnifties another^ 
fourcc of i£itisfaftion and ppace. He 
looks up, with pleafing hope, tp a Pro- 
tcdior in the heavens, vs^ho lovftk righ-- 
teoufnefs, andwhofe countenance beholdeth ' 
the upright. The naan of worldly wif- 
dom is cpnfcipus of having no title to 
the favour of that high adminiftr^tion 
which rules the univerfe. By quitting 
the path of righteoufnefs, he has left 
that ftraight road, in which God had ap- 
pointed him to walk. He has taken 
the direftion of his way to himfelf; and 
chofen to be his own guide and maftcr. 
To his own abilities, therefore, fuch as 
they are, he muft truft ; and is bec<Mnc 
whpUy refponfible for the iffue of his 
conduft. But the man of virtue hath ^^w- 
mitted his ibay to the Lord. He follows 
the divine fignal. He co-operates with 

the 
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s £ R M. the divine purpofe. The power which 
^ -^/_f fways the univcrfe is engaged on his 4dc. 
By natural coniequence^ he has ground 
to expedt, that any feeming difappqint* 
ments which he may now incur, fliall 
be over-ruled at the end to fome falutary 
cfFeft. Hence, that peace of God keefnng 
the hearty to which worldly men are 
ftrangers. Hence a degree of firmnefs 
and refolution in condud:^ which it is 
impofiible for them to poflefs, Efpeci- 
ally when we add, 

In the fourth and lafl place, that he 
who thus purfues a courfe of integrity, 
has always in his view the profpeft of 
immortal rewards. That furely is the 
wifeft direction of cpndud, which is 
moft amply recompenfed at laft. But 
what recompence can worldly wifdom 
bcftow, comparable to what is promifed 
by the gofpel to them who,^^^ p^^^^ 
continuance in well doings look for glory ^ 
honour y and immortality? — The recom- 
pence indeed is diftant; but the hope of 
^ it is prefent; and hope is one of the 

moft 
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moft powerful principles of human ac- s E R M. 
tion. Let a man be firm iri the belief that y_ ^~^ 
he is aiding under the immediate protec- 
tion of Heaven, and that through all 
eternity he fhall be rewarded for what 
he now performs; and, as far as this be- 
lief is prevalent, his condud: will be 
fteady and determined. Wherever reli- 
gion direds him to hold his courfe, hci 
will advance with intrepidity. He will 
fubmit to reftraints without reluftance. 
He will meet dangers without fear. To 
every motive which reafon fuggefts in 
favour of virtue, the hope of eternal life 
adds fupernatural ftrength. — Accord- 
ingly, in the behaviour of many holy 
men, under the moft trying circumftan- 
ces of diftrefs, we behold this eiFedt 
eminently exemplified. It appears, with 
much luftre, in the fpirited and magna- 
nimous fentiments of the Apoftle Paul, 
when he had the profpedt of death be- 
fore him. Behold I go bound in thefpirit 
to y erufalemy not knowing ^he things that 
Jhall befal me there, fave that the Holy 
Ghoji witnejfeth that bonds and affliSlions 

abide 
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S £ R M. aiide me. But none of thefe things mow 

^^^..^^^ me I neither count I my life dear unto my-r 

felf fo that I may fin^ my courfe with 

joy^' — lam now ready to he offered^ and 

the time of my departure is at hand. I have 

fought a go6d fight \ I have fni/hed my 

courfe I I have kept the faith. Henceforth 

there is laid up for me a crown ofrighte- 

oufnefs, which (he Lordy the righteous 

Judge^Jhall give me at that day^f. 

Thus I have endeavoured to fhew in 
what manner the integrity of the upright 
guides them ; and what the advantages 
are of. placing ourfelves under its guid- 
anccl If it be the line of fafety, or th^ 
line of honour^ which we phufe to pur- 
fue ; if v^e confult our prefeftt comfort, 
or look forward to future rewards ; in 
all thefe refpefts, the courfe which inte- 
grity points put is by far the mpft eligi- 
ble. ' - ^ 

It is a great recommendation of the 
guidance offered to us by integrity, that 
it is eafily underftood by all men. Plans 

of 

♦ Ads XX. 22. \ 2 Timothy iv. 6. 
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t)f worldly policy are deep and intricate^ s E RM. 
and experience fhews how often the ^^^Y^^ 
ableft perfons are miftaken in the mea- 
fures which they adopt for carrying 
them on. But when men's intentions are 
fair and upright, it will be found that a 
moderate fhare of underftanding and at- 
tention is all that is requifite, for con- 
dufting themfelves Avith fafety and pro- 
priety. Providence never intended, that' 
the art of living happily in this world 
fhould depend on that deep penetration, 
that acute lagacity, and thofe refine- 
ments of thought, which few poffefs. 
It has dealt more gracioufly with us ; and 
made happinefs to depend on upright- 
nefs of intention, much more than on 
extent of capacity. For the moft part, 
the firft fentimcnt which ftrikes a good 
man> concerning what he ought, or 
ought not to do; is the foundeft, and fug- 
gefts the beft and wifeft counfel. When 
he hefitates, and begins to deliberate 
how far his duty, or his honour, can be 
reconciled to what feems his intereft,he 
is on the point of deviating into a dan- 
gerous 
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s £ R M. gerous path. — ^At the fame ttme> it is of 
^.....^^ great confequeiice, that he who feeks to 
furrender his conduft to the diredtion of 
integrity, (hould be well apprized of 
what true integrity requires. Let him 
guard againft burdening confcience un- 
neceflarily; left a fuperftitious regard to 
trifles lead him to relax in matters of 
higher obligation. Let him avoid mi- 
nute fcrupulofity» on the one hand. Let 
him keep at a diftance from loofe cafu- 
iftry on the other. But when he is fiitis- 
fied that his coiifcience has been well 
informed, let him, without wavering, 
adhere to its didates in the whole of his 
conduift. This will prove the trueft wif- 
dom both for this world and the next. 
For he who ivalketh uprightly walketh 
furely. TChe path oftiejuji is as thejhin* 
ing light.: And it fhall Jhine more and 
more unto the perfect day. 



SERMON 



SERMON XVI. 



On Submission to the Divine Will. 



Job ii. lo. 



^-^Shallwe receive good at the handofGod^ 
andjhall we not receive evil ? 

FEW fubjeds of religious exhorta- s E R M. 
tion are of more general concer"^ ^^^• 
than thofe which refpe<ft the diftrefles 
incident to human life. For no fociety, 
no family /no perfon, can expeft to be 
long exempted from them ; and when we 
fpeak of the profperous, we can only 
mean thofe who are more rarely fubjeft 

to 
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$ E R M. to them than others. Now, under thoil* 
^ . l^ diftreffes, religion performs two offices : 
It teaches us how we ought to bear 
thcm^ and it affifts us in thus bearing 
them. Materials for both are found irt 
the words of the text, which contain a 
fcntimei;it fo natural and juft, as to carry 
conviftion to every reafonable mind. 
They were the words of Job, at a time 
when, to his other calamities, ^s do- 
meftic affliftion was added, that one, 
who ought to have affuaged and foothed 
his fbrrows, provoked his indignation by 
an impious fpeech. Thoufpeakefty Job 
replies, as one of thefoolijh women fpeak^ 
eth : What ? Jhall we receive good at the 
hand of Gody and Jhall we not receive 
evil? — ^Three inftrudions naturally a- 
rife from the text : Firft, that this life 
is a mixed ftate of good and evil: Se- 
condly, That both the goods and the 
evils in it proceed from God: And, 
thirdly. That there are juft reafons for 
our receiving with patience the evils of 

life, from the fame hand which beftow« 
its goods. ^ 

. I. This 
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L This life is a mixed ftate of good s E R M. 
and evil^ This is a matter of fad, which u.,.,,^^ 
will be denied by non^, attd on which 
it is not.neceflary tobeftow much illuf'- 
tration. It is evident to the flighteft in- 
ipe<aion, that nothing here is unallayed 
and pure. Every man's flatc is chcc- 
quefed with alternate griefs and joysi 
difappointment and fuccefs. No condi- 
tion is altogether ftable. No life pre- 
ferves always the lame tenor. The vi- 
ciflitudes of the world fomctimes bring 
forward the affliftedriajo more conifort- 
able circumftances; an^ often trouble 
the joy of the prpfperous. This is the 
train in which human affairs have ever 
been found to proceed ; and in which 
we may expert them always to go on. 

But though this be univerfally ad- 
mitted in fpeeulationj and often confef- 
fed in difcourfe, the misfortune is, that 
few think of applying it to their owii 
cafe. The bulk of mankind difcover as 
much confidence an profperity, and as 
much impatience under the leaftrcverfe;, 
as if Providence had firft given them af- 
VoL. IV. Y furance 
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s E ft M. furance that their profpcrity was ncVcf 
^^^ to change, and afterwards had cheated 
their hopes. Whereas, what reafori 
ought to teach us^ is, to adjuft our mind 
to the mixed ftate in Ivhidi We find our- 
felvcs placed i never to prefume, never 
to defpair; to be thankful for the goodsr 
which at prefent we enjcJy, and to ex- 
ped: the evils that may fucceed.----Thoi]^ 
haft been admitted to partake of the 
feaft of life. Its good things are diftri- 
buted, in. various portions, among the 
guefts. ThoU haft had thine allotted 
£hare. Coniplain not, when thy portion 
is removed. It is not permitted to any 
one, to remain always at the banquet. 

IL We are taught by the text, that 
both the goods and the evils which com- 
pofe this mixed ftate, come from the 
hand of God. A little refledtion may 
convince us, that in God's world, nei- 
ther good nor evil can happen by chance* 
If there were any one moment, in vvhich 
God quitted the reins of the univerfe, 
and fuffered any power to interfere with 

his 
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his adminiftration, it is evident, that, SER 
from that momenti the meafurcs of his v— v-^ 
government muft become disjointed and 
incomplete; He who governs all things, 
muft govern continually ; and govern the. 
Icaft things i^s vrell as the greatcft. He^ 
never Jh$n^ers ncr .Jkefs. There are lio 
Void fpaces^ no broken pkns, in his ad- 
miniftration; no bleifings that drop u^)Qa 
us without his intention; nor any crofles 
that vifit us, unfent by him. I am the 
Lord^ and there is none elfe. I form the 
Ught^ and create darknefs. I make peaces 
and create evil. I the Lord do all thefe 
things'^. 

How it has come to pafs, that thi$ 
life ihould contain fuch a mixture, of 
goods and evils, and that the mixture 
too fhould be of God's appointment, 
gives rife to a difficult inquiry. For 
how can aay thing but what is good 
proceed from the God of love ? Can 
darknefs iflue from the fburce of light ? 

♦ Iflfiah xlv. 6, 7. 
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anyfatisfa^on to iSm Father 
to behold the forrows of crca- 
hc has made ?— Here there 
t^as room for much perplexity, till re- 
velation ijiformed us, that the mixture 
of evils in man's eftate is owing* to man 
himfelf Had he continued as God ori- 
ginally made him, he would have re- 
ceived nothing but good from his Crea- 
tor. His apoftafy and corruption opened 
the gates of the tabernacle of darknefs. 
Mifery iflued forth, and has ever fincc 
purfued him- In the prefent condition 
of his nature;, diat mifery is pardy pu- 
niftiment/ partly trial. He is become 
incapable of bearing uninterrupted prof- 
perity ; arid by Ae mixture of evils^ in 
nis lot, merciful defigtis are carried on 
for his improvement andreftoration. 
' What the text leads us at prefent to 
confideris, the efFear that will" fbHoA* 
from- imitating the example of JtA, and 
referring to the hand of the Almighty^ 
the evils which we fuffer, as weHas the 
goods which we enjoy* Such a refer- 
ence of the diftrefsful events of our life 

to 
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to &e appointment of Heaven, not only s E r m, 
is a duty which piety requires, but tends v,,....^^ 
al£^ to mitigate diflrefs, and to fuggeft 
oonicdatioH. For to dwell, as is too com^ 
monly done, upotit the inflruments and 
iiibordinate means of our trouble, is fre-< 
quently the caufe cf much grief, an4 
t&uch fin. When we view our fixflferings 
as proceedli^ merely from our fellow-, 
creatures, the part which they l^ve 
afted in bringing them upon us, is often 
more grating than the fufFering iticlf, ' 
The unrcafonablenefs, perhaps, of zvl 
^nemy, the treachery of a friend, the 
ingratitude or infolence of one whom 
we had much obliged, add weight to a 
lo^d laid upon us by means fo provoke 
ing. The thoughts of their malignity, 
cr of owr own ncgleft in guarding 
againft it^ fefve to poifon the fore. 
Whereas, if iriftead cff looking to men, 
we beheld the profs as Coming from 
God, thefe aggravating Circumftancfes 
would affedt us lefs ; we would feel ftp 
xnore than our proper burden ; we would 
fabmit to \t more patiently ; and many 

rcfounocs 
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s E R M. rcfources would open to us, as {hall in a 

XVI • 

\_ ^-^~^ little be fhown, from thinking of the 
I hand that lays it on. Had -Job, when 
defpoiled of all his fobftance, thought _ 
! of nothing but the Chaldeans and Sa- 
I beans who robbed him, with what vio- 
I lent paffions would he have been tranf- 
! ported, and with what eager defires of 
i revenge tormented? WhereA, confider- 
ing them as rods and inftruments only in 
' the divine hand, and receiving the correc- 
tion as from the Almighty himfc.lf> the 
tumult of his mind fubfided ; and with 
refpeftful compofure he could fay, T^ht 
Lord gave; afid the Lord hath taken 
. away: Ble£hd be the name of the Lord^ 
This leads me, 

lU. To confider the laft, and moft 
.important inftru<ftion, arifing from the 
,tcxt; namely, that there are many reg- 
ions why we, who receive good from 
^e hand of God, Ihoul^ receive vy^ith 
patience the eyijs which he is pleafed to 
inflict* This is ftrongly; conveyed by 
that interrogatory^ form of fpecdi, in 
which the fentiment of Job is expreffed: 

TFHat? 
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What ? Jlmll we receive good at the hands E R M. 
<^ God^ and JhaJlwe not receive evil? In , 
orxier to unfold all that is contained in 
this appeal made to every nun's confci-^ 
^nce, let us conjQder, 

' In the firji place, that the good things 
which God has beftowed, afford fuffiv 
, cient evidence for our believing, that the 
^vils which he fends, are not caufel?fsly 
jor wantonly infliSted. Did we live in a ' 
world which bore the n^arks pf a mali- 
ciQus or cruel governor, there might be 
reafon for diftrufting every ftep of his 
condud:. But 'in the world which w§ 
inhabit, we behold, on the contrary, plain 
marks of predominant goodnefs. We 
behold the ftrudure of the univerfe, the 
order of nature, the general courfe of 
Providence, obvioufly arranged with a 
benevolent regard to the welfare of men. 
All the art and contrivance of which the 
divine works; a;;e full, point to this end ; 
^nd the more they are explored, create 
the firmer belief, that the gopdnefs of 
ilje Pipjty gave rife to the fyftem of 

creation, 
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s E R M. creation. What is the condofion to be 
^^^.^^^ thence drawn, but that in fuch parts of 
die divine adminiftratioa as appear to 
us harfh and fevere, the fatne goodneis 
continues to prefide, though exercifcd 
in a hidden and myftejious manner ? 

Let me defire you to confider, whe- 
ther, if fome powerful friend had placed 
you in an opulent and comfortable Na- 
tion, and, in the general conduct of your 
affairs, had difcovered the nlofl difinte- 
refted kindnefs, you would not a£::ribe 
any occafional difcouragements you re- 
ceived, to fome unknown reafon or 
caufe, rather than to his unfaithfulnefs 
or cruelty? Ought not the experience 
which we have had, and the difcovery 
which all nature affords, of the divine 
goodnefs, lead us to put a like conftruc- 
tion on the evils which we fuffer from a 
hand that hath fo frequently loaded us 
with good?— Have we forgotten, in the 
'midft of our complaints, who brought 
us unto the light of day ; who watched 
over our helplefs infancy 5 who reared 
our growing childhood 5 and through 

ten 
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ten thouiand furrounding dangers, has s E R M. 
been our protcftor and guardian until ^ _^ \ 
this day ? How often has he refcued us 
from ficknefs and death, and made our 
hearts glad with unejcpedted comforts ? 
Now, that fome cloud is thrown over 
dur profperity, or fome blefling with- . 
drawn, in which for a time we had re-- 
joiced, can we imagine that there is no 
good caufe for this change of his pror 
ceeding? Shall we fufped: that his na- 
ture is entirely altered ? Hath God for-f 
gotten to' be gracidus? Hctth he in anger 
Jhut up his fender mercies ? No, let us fay 
with the Pfalmift, This is my infirmity ; 
but I will remember the ivorks of the 
Lord. I will remember the years of the 
right hand of the mofi High^. — One fig»- 
rial #brk of the moft High, at leaft, let 
us remember, and rejoice in the remem- 
brance of it ; even that final remedy 
. which he has provided for all the evDs 
occafioned by fin, in the redemption of 
the world accomplifhed by Jefus Chrift. 

He 

* Pf. IxxviL 9. 10. 
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S E R M. He whc /pared not his own Son, but delu 
ij ^^ i^^red him np for ^/x^//, will he, in any 
/cafe, wantonly afflid: jthe children of 
men with fuperfluous and unneccffary 
forrows ? Is not this a proof fo. fatis-. 
faftory, fo exprefs and demonftrative, 
of the gracious purpofes of God, a§ 
Ihould difpofe us to take in good part, 
^very thing which procce4s from hin^ ? 
.Confider, 

In the fecond place, that the good 
things we receive from God are unde- 
fervcd, the evils we fuffer are juftly me- 
rited. Every rcafonabl? perfon niuft feel 
the weight of this confideration, for 
producing patience and fubpiiflion. For, 
though to fuffer at any rate be grievous^ 
yet to fuffer unjuftly, is doubly glPicg: 
Whereas, when one receives a milled 
portion, whereof the goods are above 
his deferts, and the evils belqw his de- 
ferts, to complain, in fuch a cafe, is un- 
rcafonable ; there is more ground for be- 
ing thankful. — All, it is true, hav6 
OOt deferved evil equally. Yet all of u& 

defervQ 
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liefcrye it more or lefs; aiid to merits EHM, 
good at the hand of the Lord, is what ^,,,„^^ 
none of us can pretend. At the beft we 
are but unprofitable fervants. Even this 
is more than we are entitled to claim. 
For if God were to enter jnto judgment 
writh us, who could ftand before him ? 
who could juftify himfclf in his fight ? 
When the moft inoffenfive compare 
their conduft with God's holy law; 
w^hen they refledt upon the duties they 
have omitted, and the a<5tual guilt they ' 
have contradred, they will find more rear 
fon to accufe thepifelyes, than to com- 
plain of the divine chaftifement. What- 
ever innocence any of us may plead, 
nay, whatever merit we may claim with 
refped: to men and the world, we fufier 
no more than what we defcrve from the 
Governor of the world; andofhisdif- 
pleafure, we know that the wrath of 
man is no other than the inftrument. 

Not only all of us have done evil, but 
what ought to be particularly attended 
to, God has a juft title to punifli us for 

it. 
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9 E R M. it. Although a tnan know that he de«< 
fcrves puncflbment, yet he wUl not sdlow 
every one to inftka it. A child will 
fuhnut to his parents^ a fervant to Jus 
mafter, a fukjeft to the magiftrate» whoo 
he would not bear correction from ano- 
ther hand. But no parent ctn have ib 
complete a right to authority o\^r his 
children, no noafter over his fervants, 
no magiftrate over his fubjeds, as th« 
Almighty hath over us. When we 
were born, we brought nothing with us 
into God's world. During oimt conti-^ 
nqance it> it, w? have lived on the good 
things which God was pleafed to lend 
ysj and of which, God and our own 
confcicnce know that we have made but 
a ibrry improvement. When he thinks 
proper to take any of thcpi away, no 
wrong is done us ; for they were not 
ours. To have enjoyed them fo long, 
was a favour. To enjoy them always, 
was what we neither deferved, nor ha4 
any title to expeft. 

In the third place, ' the good things 

which 
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whichat diffferenttimes wehave received S E R M, 

XVI 

and enjoyed; are much greater than the ^-v-^ 
evil's which we fiifFer. Of this feft, I am 
fenfibleit will be difficult taperiuadethe 
aflftifted. But would they weigh, in a 
fair balance, the whole of their circum- 
ftances, they would find it true. What- . 
ever pcrfons feel at the prefent, makes 
fo ftrong an impreffio» upon them> as 
very cojEQtnonly to obliteratethe memory 
of all the paft. Wh^none is opprefled 
with fome painful difeafe in his body, or 
wrung with fome fore diftrefs of mind, 
every former comfort, at that moment, 
goes for nothing. Life is beheld fn all 
its glbomr. A dark cloud^ fecms to h^ing 
over it; and it is reviled, as no other , 

than a fccne of wretchednefs and forrow. 
Butthis is to be unjuft to human life, as 
well as ungrateful to its author,*— —Let 
me only dfefife you to think how 
many days, how many months, how 
many years, you have pafled in health, 
and eafe, and comfort; how many 
pleafurable feelings you have had; 

how 
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SERM.iiow many friends you have enjoyed ^ 
vj,.-^-^ how many bkfSngs, in fhort, of diiFe- 
rcnt kinds you have tailed; and you will 
be forced to acknowledge, that morq 
materials of thankfgiving prefent them- 
felves than of lamentation andc<MBplaint« 

^Thefe blefEngs, you will fay, are 

paft. But though paft, ought they to 
be gone from your remembrance ? Do 
they merit no place, in the comparative 
eitimate of the goods and evils of your 
Hate? Did you, could you, expeft, tliat 
in this mutable world, any temporal joy 
was tolaft for ever? Has gratitude no 
influence to form your minds to a calm 
acquiefcence in your Benefactor's ap- 
pointments? What can be more rea- 
fonable than to fay, " Having in former 
*' times received fo many good things 
" from the hand of God^ fhall I not now, 
" without murmuring, receive the few 
'' evils which it pleafes him to fend?'* 

In Xh^ fourth place, not only the goods 
of life are upon the whole greater than 

its 
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its evils; but the evils which we fuffer S E R Ml 
are feldom, or never, without fome mix- ^-^^ 
ture of good. As there is no condition 
on earth of pure unmixed felicity, fo there 
is none fo miferable, as to be deftitute of 
every comfort. Entire and complete mi- 
fery, if ever it take place, is of our own 
procuring, not of God's fending. None 
but the moft grofs and atrocious finners 
can be in fiich a fituation, as to difcover 
no ray of relief or hope. In the ordina- 
ry diftrefles of life^ it is generally our 
own folly and infirmity which, upon the 
lofs of fome one bleffing that we had 
highly prized, deprives us of fatisfac- 
tion in all other things. Many of our 
Cjalamities are purely imaginary, and 
fclf-creatcd ; arifing from rivalfhip or 
competition with others, and from 
falfe opinions of the importance ofob- 
jefts, to which cuftom and fafhion 
have annexed an ideal value. Were 
thefe miftaken opinions once corrected 
by reafon, the evil would difappear, ' 
arid contentment would refume its 
place. With refpcft to thofe calariii- 

ties 
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s E R M. ties which are inflidtcd by God, his Pro-^ 
^J^f;^ vidence has made this wife and mercifiil 
conftitution, that, after the firft fliock, 
the burden by degrees is lightened. 
Time brings a gentle and powerfUl opiate. 
to all niisfortunes. What is very violent 
cannot laft long; and what lafts long we 
become accuftomed to bear. Every 
fituation that is permanent, at length 
is felt to be tolerable. The mind ac- 
commodates itfelf to it; and by degrees 
regains its ufual tranquillity. Hence 
the greateft part of the.evils of life are 
more terrible in the previous apprehen- 
fion, thgn in the adtual feeling; and it 
feldom happens but, in one corner or 
other, fomething is found on which the 
mind can lay hold for its relief. 

How many, for inftance, do we 
behold around us, ftraitened in their 
worldly circumftances, and yet* find- 
ing the means to live chearfully, 
with poverty and peape in the fame 
habitation? If we are deprived of 
friends whom we tenderly loved, are 
there not ftill fome renoiaining, from 

whom 
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whom we may expcdt much comfort? If s E R M. 
6ur bodies arc afflifted with fore difcafe, v^.,,^ 
have we not reafon to be thankful that 
our mind continues vigorous and entire; 
that we are in a fituation to look around 
us for whatever can afford us eafe; and 
that after the decay of this frail and moul-^ 
dering tabernacle, we can look forward 
to a hou/e not made with hands ^ eternal in 
the heavens ? — In the midft of all diftref- 
fes, there remains to every fincere Chrif- 
tian, that mixture of pure and genuine 
Confolation, which fprings from the pro- 
mifes and hopes of the gofpel. Confider 
I befeech you what a fingularly hap- 
py diftinftion this makes in your fitua- 
tion, beyond the ftate of thofe who, 
under the various troubles of life, are 
left without hope^ and without God in the 
world I without any thing to look to, 
but a train of unknown caufes and ac- 
cidents, in which they fee no light 
nor comfort.— Thank the Father of 
mercies, that into all the evils he 
fends, he infufes this joyful hgpe, that 
the Sufferings of the prefent time are 
Vol. IV. Z* not 
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S ER M. not worthy to be compared with the glory- 
u.^.,^ thatjhall be revealed in the end, to the 
virtuous and good. 

In xht fifth and lafl: place, as the evils 
which we fufFcr are thus alleviated by a, 
mixture of good; fo we have reafon to be- 
lieve, that the evils themfelves are, in ma- 
ny refpedts, good. When borne with pa -J 
tience and dignity, they improve and en- 
noble our charadler. They bring into 
exercife feveral of the manly and heroic 
virtues; and by the conftancy and fide-, 
lity with which we fupport our trials on 
^Wirth, prepare us for the higheft rewards 
in heaven.-^-It has ^Iways been found, 
that the prefent conftitution of human 
nature cannot bear uninterrupted profpe- 
rity, without being corrupted by it- The 
poifonous weeds which fpring up in that 
too luxuriant foil, require the hand of ad- 
Vcrfity to extirpate them. It is the expe- 
rience of forrow and diftrefs that fubdues 
the arrogance of pride, tames the violence' 
of paflion, foftens the hardnefs of the fel- 

fi{h 
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£fh heart, and humanizes the temper to s E R M. 
feel for the woes of otherjs. Many have ^ ^^ 
had reafon to fay, that/V nvas good for them 
to be affliiUd^. When men take the tim^ 
brel and the harp^ and rejoice at the found 
of the organ J they are apt to fay unto God^ 
Depart from us, for we defr^notthe know^ 
ledge of thy ways. What is the Almighty 
that we Jhouldferve him? But when they 
are holden in cords of affliSlion, then he 
Jheweth them their work, and their tranf- 
grefjions that they have exceeded. He 
openeth alfo their ear to difcipltne, and 
cqmmmandeth that they return from ini^ 
guityf. Is his cafe to be deplored as '^ 
highly calamitous, who, by forfeiting 
fome tranfient enjoyments of the world, 
purchafes lafting improvement in piety 
and virtue, and exchanges a few of the 
good things of this Ufe for the better 
things of another ? ^ 

iNFLUENCEDbyfuchconfiderationsas 
thefe, let us look up with reverence to the , 
Z 2 great 

^** Pfalm cxix; 71. f Job; xxi, 12— 3aavi.8. 
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s E R M. great Difpofcr of events ; and under ii\y 
w_ ^-ij diftrefs with which he is pleafed to vifit 
us, let. us utter no other voice but this; 
Shall we receive good at the hand ofGod^ 
and /hall we not receive evilF-^^Mcn are 
too often ingenious in making themfelves 
miferable, by aggravating to their own 
fancy, beyond bounds, all the evils 
which they endure. They compare 
themfelves with none but thofe whom 
they imagine to be more happy; and 
<::omplain that upon them alone has fal- 
len the whole load of human forrows. 
Would they look with a more impartial 
eye on the world, they would fee them- 
felves furrounded with fufFerers; and 
find that they are Only drinking out of 
that mixed cup, which Providence has 
prepared for all. — ^** I will reftore your 
" daughtei' again to life," faid the eaftefn 
(age, to a prince who grieved inraiode- 
rately for the lofs of a beloved child, 
*< provided you are able to engrave 
** on her tomb the names of three per- 
*^^ fons who have never mourned." The 
prmce made inquiry after fuch perfons; 

but 
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but found the enquiry vain, and was fi- s E R M, 
lent, — To every reafonable perfon, who ^y^ 
retains the belief of religious principles, 
many, alleviating circumftances, and 
many arguments for patience, will oc- 
cur under every diftrefs. If we reft on 
this firm perfuafion that there is a wife 
and juft jProvidence which difpofes of 
all events, we fhall have reaibn to con- 
clude, that nothing happens to us here 
Without fome good defign, Trufting 
that a happy termination Ihall at laft ar- 
rive to the diforders of our prefent ftate, 
we (hall be enabled, amidft all the va* 
rieties of fortune, to preferve that equa- 
nimity which befits Chriftians ; and un- 
der every trial to fay. It is fhe Lord\ 
kt him do ivhatjeemeth ^ood in his Jightl 
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On Friendship* 



Proverbs xxvIu io. 

Thine ownfriendy and thy father s friend,^ 
forfake not. — 

S E R M. T T THATEVER relates to the be- 
v^,^,^ V V havlouf of men in their focial 
charade^, is of great importance in re- 
ligion. The duties which fpring from 
that character, form many branches of 
the great law of charity, which is the 
favourite precept of chriftianity . They, 
therefore, who would feparate fuch du- 
ties from a religious fpirit, or \#hb at 
moft treat them as only the inferior parts 
of 
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df it, do real injury to religion. They S ^^ J^- 
are ni^laken friends of piety, who, uri- c^yw-^^ 
der the notion of exalting it, place it in 
a fort of infulated corner, disjoined from 
the ordinary affairs of the worldv and . 
the conne(flions of men with one ano- 
ther. On the contrary, true piety in- , 
fhiences them all. It ad:s as a vivifying • 
Ipirit, which animates and enlivens, . 
which reftifies and conduifls them. . It . 
is no lefs friendly to men than izealous 
for the honour of God ; and by the ge- 
nerous affeftions which it nouriflies, and 
the beneficenf influence which it exerts 
on the whole of condudl, is fully vindi- 
cated froni every reproach which the in- 
fidel would throw upon it. — ^In this, 
view, I am now to difcourfe on the na- 
ture and duties of virtuous friehdfhip, as. 
elofely connected with the true fpirit of 
religion. It is a fubjed: which the in- 
fpired philofopher who is the author of 
this book, of Proverbs, has thought wor- 
thy of his repeated notice ; and in many 
paflages has beflowed the higheft elogi- 
mns on friendfhip amon^; good men. jIs 

ointment 
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S E R M. oinfment and perfume rejoice the hearty Jq 
w-v^ doth the fweetnefs of a man's friend by 

hearty counfeL As iron fliarpeneth iron^fo 

a man Jharpeneth the countenance of his 
friend. Make fure of thy friend-, for 
faithful are the wounds of a friend. A 
friend laveth at all times ; and a brother is 

bom for adverfty. There is a friend that 
Jiicketh clofer than a brother. — Thine own 
friend^ and thy father's friend^ it is faicj 

in the text, forfake not^ 

I MUST begin the fubjedl, by obfcrv- 
ing, that there are among mankind 
friendlldps of different kinds, or, at leaft, 
connexions whicH affume that name. 
When they are no more than confede-* 
racies of bad men, they ought to be 
palled cpnfpiracies, rather than friend- 
ihips. SoQie bond of common intereft, 
fome le?Lgue againft the innocent and 
unfufpeding, may have united them for 
a time. But they are held together only 
by a rope of fand. At bottom they acq 
all rivals, and hdftile to one another* 
Their friendftiip can fubfift no, longer 

than 
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than intercft cements them. Every one S ^^^ 
looks with a jealous eye on his fuppofed u-v-* ^ 
friend; and watches the firft favourable 
opportunity to defert, or to betray. 
. Friendfliips too there are of a diffe- 
rent kind, and of a more refpe Aable na- 
ture, formed by the connexion of poli- 
tical parties. It is not, perhaps, on fel- 
fifli or crooked defigns that fuch friend- 
fliips are originally founded. Men have 
been affociated together by fome public 
intereft, or general caufe, or for defence 
againft fome real or imagined danger; 
and connexions thus formed, often draw 
men into clofe union, and infpire for a 
feafon no fmall degree of cordial attach- 
ment. When upon juft and honourable 
. priQciples this union is founded, it has 
proved on various occafions, favourable 
to the caufe of liberty and good order 
among mankind. At the fame time, 
nothing is more ready to be abufed than 
the name of public fpirit, and a public 
caufe. It is a name, under which pri- 
vate intereft is often flickered, and fel- 
fifli defigns are carried on. The un- 
wary 
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SERM. wary are allured by a fpecious appear- 
u.-^ ancc ; and the heat of faftion ufurps thc^ 
place of the generous warmth of friend- 
ship. 

It is not of fuch friendfhips, whe- 
ther of the laudable or the fufpicious^ 
kind, that I am now to difcourfe ; but 
of private friendfhips, which grow nei- 
ther out of interefted defigns, nor party 
zeal ; but which flow from that fimila- 
rity of difpofitions, that correfponding 
harmony of minds, which endears fome 
perfon to our heart, and makes us take 
' as much part in his circumftances, for- 
tunes, and fate, as if they were our 
own. The foul of Jonathan was knit 
with the foul of David ^, and Jonathan 
loved him as his own foul^. Such fiiaid- 
ihips certainly i^re not unreal i and for 
the honour of human nature, it is to be 
hoped are not altogether unfrequent 
among mankind. — ^Happy it is, when 
they take root in our early years ; and are 
engrafted on the ingenuous fenfibility 
of youth. Friendihips then contradtcd, 

retain 

* I Samuel xviii. i. 



On Friendfhip. ^63 

retain to the laft a tendernefs andsERM. 
warmth, feldoni poffeffed by friendfliips vi^)^ 
that are formed in the riper periods of 
life. The remembrance of ancient and 
youthful conned:ions melts every human 
heart, and the diffolution of them is, 
perhaps, the moft painful feeling to 
which we are expofed here beloW. But 
at whatever period of life friendfhips 
are/ormed, as long as they continue 
fincere and affeftionate, they form, un- 
doubtedly, one of the greateft bleffings 
we can Sftjoy. By the pleafing commu- 
nication of all our fentiments which 
they prompt, they are juftly faid to dou- 
ble our pleafures, and to divide our for- 
rows. They give a brighter funfhine 
to the gay incidents of life ; and they 
enlighten the gloom of its darker hours. 
A faithful friendy it is juftly and beau- 
tifully faid, by one of the Apocryphal 
writers, is the medicine of life"^ . A'va- 
pety of occafions happen, when to pour 

forth 

• Ecclcfiafticus vi. 16. 
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s E R M. forth the heart to one whom we lov^ 
J and truft, is the chief comfort, perhaps 
the only relief, we can enjoy. Mifera- 
ble is he who, (hut up within the nar- 
row inclofure of felfifli intereft, has no 
perfon to whon^ he can at all times, with 
full confidence, expand his foul. 

Since cordial friendfhip is fo great a 
bleffing to human life, let us proceed to 
confidcrwhat duties it requires, and by 
what methods it may be cultivated to 
moft advantage. The fundamdbtal qua- 
lities of true friendfhip are, conftancy 
and fidelity. Without thefe material 
ingredients, it is of no value. An in- 
conilant man is not capable of friend- 
fhip. He may perhaps have aflfec- 
tions which occafionally glow in 
his heart; which excite fondnefs for 
amiable qualities ; or connedt him with 
feeming attachment to one whom he 
cfteems, or to whom he has been 
oblijied. But after thefe feelings have 
lafted for a little, either fancied intereft 
alienates him, or fome new objedt at- 
tract* 
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trafts him; and he is no longef theSERM. 
fame perfon to thofc whom he once ^_^^^^ 
loved. A man of this inconftant mind 
cannot be faid to have any mind at all. 
For where there is no fixednefs of moral 
principle, occafional feelings are of no 
value ; mind is of no eiFeft ; and with 
fuch perfons it is never defirable to have 
any connexion. Where conftancy is 
wanting, there can be no fidelity, which 
is the other bafis of friendfliip. For 
all friendfliip fuppofes entire confidence 
andtruftj fuppofes the feal of fecrecy 
to be inviolable ; fuppofes promifes and 
engagements to be facred -, and no ad- 
vantage of our own to be purfued, at the 
expence of our friend's honour. An 
inconftant man, is defpicable. A faith- 
kfs man, is bafe. 

But fuppofing neither conftancy nor 
fidelity to be altogether wanting, ftill 
however friendfliip is in hazard of fuf- 
fering from the follies, and unreafonable 

humours. 
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5 E R M. humours^ to which all of us are liable. 

^J^^^ It is to be regarded as a tender plant in 
an unfavourable foil» which> in order 
to its flourifhing, requires to be reared 
and nurfed with care. The following 
direftions may be of ufe for promot- 
ing its cultivation, and preferving it 
from whatever might be apt to blafl 
and wither it. 

In the ^rjf place, let me advife 
you not to expedk perfcdion in any 
with whom you contradl friendship. 
It holds in. general, with refpeft to all 
worldly purfuits, that the more mode- 
rate our expedlations are, they are 
likely to be the more iuccefsful. If, 
in any fituation of life, we hope to 
poflefs complete happinefs, we may de- 
pend on receiving mortifications. If, in 
any perfon, we trull to find nothing but 
perfeftion, we may be aflured that on 
longer acquaintance, we fhall meet with 
difappointments . In the cafe of friend- 
ship, this admonition is the morehecbfla- 
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ry to be given, as a certain waraith and s E R M. 
enthufiafm belong to it, which are apt to «^-^^ 
carry us beyond the bounds of nature. 
In young minds, efpecially, a difpofition 
of this kind is often found to take place. 
They form to themfelves romantic ideas, 
gathered perhaps from fi(Sitioushiftories, 
of the high and heroic qualities which 
belong to human nature. All thofe qua- 
lities they afcribe, without referve or li- 
mitation, to the perfon with whom they 
wifh to enter into intimate friendfhip; 
and on the leaft failure appearing, aliena- 
tion inftantly follows. Hence many a 
friendftiip, haftily perhaps contrafted, is 
as haftily diflblved, and difguft fucceeds 
to violent attachment. — Remember, my 
friends, that a faultlefs charadler on earth 
is a mere chimera. Many failings you 
experience in yourfelves. Be not furpri- 
fed, when you difcover the like in others, 
of whom you had formed the * highcft 
opinion. The beft and moft eftimable 
perfonsare they, in whom the fe weft ma- 
,terial defefts are found; ^nd whofe great 

and 
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S£RM.and folid <iualities counterbalance the 
^^ jj common infimiities of men. It is to 
thcfe qualities you are to look in fomiing 
friendfliips; to good fenfe and prudence^ 
which conftitute the bafis of every ref- 
peftable character ; to virtue, to good 
temper, tofteadinefs of affeftion; and 
according to the union of thofe difpofi- 
tions, efteem yourfelves happy in the 
friend w^hom you chufe. 

In the fecond place, I muft admonifh 
you not to be hurt by differences of opi- 
nion ariiing in intercourfe with your 
friends. It is impoffible for thefe not to 
occur. Perhaps no two perfons were 
ever caft fo exadlly in the fame mould, as 
to think always in the fame manner, on 
cfvery fubjedl. It was wifely contrived by 
Providence, that diverfity of fentiment 
ihould take place among men, onpurpofe 
to exercife our faculties, and togive varie- 
ty to human life. Perpetual uniformity 
of thought would become monotonous 
and infipid. — When it is with regard to 

trifles 



IrifJsj ^%% diverfity or contrariety of opi- s e r m. 
niops <howe itfplf, it is chUdiib in the laft J^i 
4f grce* if this bee«me the ground of 
«ftrang?d ajjJbft ion. When from fuch a 
€ftufe th^rc arifes ^ny breach of friend- 
fliip, hunaan wcaknefs is then difcovered 
in a mortifying light. In matters of fe- 
f ious moment, the fentiments of the heft 
• and wortliieft may vary from thofc of 
their friepds, according as their lines of 
life diverge, or as their temper, and ha- 
isdts of thought, prefent objed:s under 
dif&rent points of view. But amqfig 
candid and liberal minds, unity of afiec^ 
tion will ftill be preferved. No man has 
any title to ereft his ow^n opinions into 
an univcrfal and infallible ftandard; And 
the more enlarged that any man'€ mind 
is, the more readily he will overlook 
di^rence in fentiments, as long as %t is 
perfuaded that the mind of his friend is 
upright, and diat he follows the didatetf 
of cenfcience and integri^. 
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SBRM. In the third place. It is mateiiil to 
,the prefervation of friendfhip, that 
bpennefs of temper and manners, on 
both hands, be cultivated. Nothing 
more certainly diflblves friendlhip, than 
the jealoufy which arifes from darknefs 
and concealment. If your fituation 
oblige you to take a different fide from 
your friend, do it openly. Avow your 
condu<^j avow your motives; as^ras 
honour allows, difclofe yourfelves frank- 
ly I feek no cover fropi unneceflary and 
mjrfterious fecrecy. Mutual confidence 
is the foul of friendihip. As foon as 
that is deftroyed, or even impaired, it is 
only a fhow of friendfhip that remains. 
.What was once cordial intimacy, dege- 
nerates firft into formal civility. Con- 
ftraint.on both fides next fucceeds; and 
difgyift or hatred foon follow. — The 
maxim that has been laid down by cer- 
tain crooked politicians, to behave to a 
friend with the fame guarded caution as 
we would do to an enemy, becaufe 
it is poflible that he may one day be- 
come luch> difcovers a mind which never 

was 
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was made for the enjoyments of friend-^ s E R M. 
fhip. It is a maxim which, not unrea- 
fonably I admit, may find place in thofe 
political and party friendihips,^ of which 
I before fpoke, where perfonal^vancc- 
ment is always, in view. But it is alto- 
gether inconfiftent with the fpirit of thofe 
friendfbips, which are formed, and un- 
derftood to be nourifhed, by the heart. 

The yo2/rM advice which I give is. 
To cultivate, in all intercourfe among 
friends, gentle and obliging manners. 
It is a common error to fuppofe, that 
familiar intimacy fuperfedes attention to 
the leffer duties of behaviour; and that, 
under the notion of freedom, it may 
excufe a carelefs, or even a rough, de- 
meanour. On the contrary, an intimate 
connexion can only be kept up, by a 
conftant wifli to be pleafing and agreea- 
ble. The nearer and clofer that men 
are brought together, the more frequent 
that the points of contadl between them 
become, there is the greater neceffity 
for the furface being finooth, and every 
A a 2 dung 
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s ER Ml ^g bcifig»mQire4 thatcan gratt or o(^ 
fend. — ^Letaobaribnefsp no a{qieanincc 
of neglect no fuperciliojis afie Action of 
ibfwnority, occuc in tke intcarcourie of 
fiiends* A tart repljy a proneoefs to re? 
buke^ a captious and cotntFadi^ouaj^ttrit, 
are often known to embitter doibeft«r 
l]fe» and to fet frieq(d3 . at Tariance. In 
thofe imalier articles of behavimrt 
where men are too apt to be carelefs, 
aed to indulge their humour vithout 
reftraintf the leal charai5tcr is often un- 
dcriiood to break forth, and iliew itielf. 
It is by no means enoi^h, that, ia all 
snatters of &rious int^reft, we think 
OHf^lfcs ready to prove the iincerity o£ 
odrfriendfhip. Thefe oorurmore rariely. 
The ordinary tenor of Hfc is eompoibd 
of fmall duties and ojfficea^ which tBcn 
have occafion daily to perform; and it 
is only hf rendering daily hehavioor 
agreeable, that we can long preferve the. 
comforts of fri^ndihip. 

In the j^-4 place, let me (»uti«3t you 
not to Men raihly to evil reports againft 

your 
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gftMindi ym hftte fohned ft «ohll«<^)dh> (^1^ 

thd ^end vvhota you Isttvci thbftn. 
Remember, diat th«l« is alnbftg txiati'i 
kind a fpirit of malignity, which toQ of* 
teA lakes |>]e£(rwre 'm ^lahatblA]^ the focio 
ety of thofe who a^Jpeai' tb unjoy om 
another The Ibdpture htith Wm4 
us* that ther« «« ^ no/t^^er ^id ^kpa*^ 
rvmh chief jtmdt^ them is UfiO/i ^ttiim^ 
ilohoJiMtxthdifcordHinott^ifithtfn. Giv«s 
n^ therefore t t^mdj t^i to the e^ida6 
infi&Uatk)h8 of thofe Who) U&dgfth^ ^Uiib 
<^ friendly CdliCeMi cbihS tx) adiiiehi£b 
yiou, dHat you ttifht <t» ibhd oh yetii: 
^ard agaitt^ %h^ \t4tdm ihfey Ibe yens 
difpD&d to Mt^i. OmSAiSti vfSx^^m, 
ilhdet- this h^ appeara^t^i, ^i^^ «nayAe% 
faffk fem& iel^m jthyy Hhd tifak^i dip 
Ibsbe concealed ititei<eft. Chaib ntil 
every flying Ifep^rt, Sufle? hot the 
^fttfim of jeddUQr eaiily io taint j&ixi: 
mind, and break ycnir {teace; A v^di^ 
i^erenc^ there iis b^iw^ti timt weak 
t3|dttlity which elloW^ iifelf to ht im^ 
pofed upon blindly, and that dark and 

fufpicious 
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s £ R M. fufpicious fpirit which is alwiys inclined . 

JiJ^ to the evil fide. It forms part of the 
charadter of a wife and good man» that 
he is not prone to take up a reproach 
againft his neighbour. 

In xhtjixth and laft place, let me ex- 
hort you not to defert your iriehd in : 
danger or diftrefs. Too jnany there are 
in the world, whofe attachment to thofe 
they caU their friends is confined to the 
day of their profperity. As long as 
that contiQueSj'they are, or appear to be, 
aflFedtionate and cordial. But as foon 
as their 6'iend is under a cloud, they 
begin to withdraw, and to feparate their 
intereils from his. In fiiendfhips of 
this fort, the heart, afluredly,. has never 
had much concern. For the great teft 
of true friendfhip, is conftancy in the 
hour of danger, adherence in the fcafon 
of diftrefs.-— When your friend is ca- 
lumniated, then is the time, openly - 
and boldly to efpoufe his caufe. 
When his fituation is changed, or his 
fortunes arc falling, then is the time^of 

affording. 



On Frien4fkip. 375 

affording prompt and zealous aid. When S E R M. 
ficknefs or infirmity occafion him to be ^ .^.^ ^ 
negledted by others, that is the opportu- 
nity which every real friend will feizc, 
of redoubling »11 the affectionate atten- 
tions which love fuggefts. Thefe are 
the important duties, the facred claims 
of friendship, which religion and virtue 
enforce on every yiprthy mind. — To 
fhow yourfelves wami, after this, man- 
ner, in the caufe of your friend, com- 
mands efteeni, even from thofe who 
have perfonal intereft in oppolii^ him. 
This honourablje zeal of friendship, has^ 
in every age, attracted the veneration of 
mankind. It has confecrated to the 
lateft poflerity the names of thofe who 
have given up their fortunes, and have 
even expofed their lives, in behalf of 
the friends whom they loved i while ig- 
nominy and difgrace have ever been the 
porticMi of them, who deierted their 
friends in tl^ evil day. Thine own friend 
forfake not. 

Before concluding, it muft not be 
forgotten, that the injunction of the 

Wife 
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s £ R M» Wift Mftft ki the t<st» ii aoMii^iadld 
J^l^with this renurkftbli 8X(»effiD&^ not 
only thine o-wn/hithJ, blit ^d^ %^ 
Mjt'/ >rffe/ >/y2''*# */. Theife Wdidi 
bring bick td otir itiSl^hil»iill3l! ^ ^yA 
of (ormkt yeats j ii6d lU|g«ft & r6|ill'> 
ftiCht, which cihhot but tdtiSh i¥^ 
Ibding hi6kit. t^at dWn fHiifId ^ 
bedeari thy hthen fHftMoaght f6b<l 
ikcred. As ldh| e$ lif^ tm^^i^s in fthy 
httttiitn bi^A, ^ rSitt&^f of th^e ili<k 
tkht ties {hfyali t«)i&^in, wKk:h «Ml'. 
ntebid usoiicJi with dttt" faihif^ ftfldduf 
flthtr'3h<^U(b. li'hy fkthe!- hii$ ^rhdp6« 
bng igo, g6M ddWft td the duft. Rut 
x<rhenyoUftic;ftlth<iihn^<c«nt4ay80f«:hl]i->^ 

hood and youth) when you diiak^^dfb 

family tttn^aions Which Once gladdftft^ 
ed your heftttsj your ftthef 'ft fH«ftd, ift 
thfc itiidft of thtfe, Will fift to ywi- fe*. 
cnetnbjiihcei Th&t«e Wi8 4 time Wfe^JI 
yoii accofted hini WithrtlJ^fti %r IftSlKd 
u|) to hitn A^ith fond^fe^, And WM au^^ 
happy by his kindly notice. DdeiilU^h. 
a one now furvive, and (hall he not re- 
C«:;ive from you Ibme portion or filial 
' i'evcreAce 



rtvereke* mi imimt ? To difftg&ft! s % KU. 

tranfinit .yourfclves to thoftj wlto ftiall 
fucceeii you, as unfeeling and bafe. 
TAine own friend, and thy father' s friend^ 
forfake not. 

I HAVE pointed out fome of the chief 
duties which belong to virtuous friend- 
fhip / and fbme of the principal means 
by which this facred bond.fhould be 
preferved unbroken j this holy flame 
ihould be kept alive in the human 
breaft. The fpirit, and fentiments, 
which I have ftudied to inipire, are fuch 
as virtue breathes, and fuch as true 
piety {hould increafe. It is thus we ful- 
fil that great law of love, which our 
divine Mafter taught. It i$ thus we 
prepare ourfelves for thofq happy regi- 
ons, there charity never faileth^ where, 
in the prefenqe of the God of love, 
eternal and invariable friendfliips unite 
together all the blefTed; friendfliips, 

• which. 
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SEJiM.whichj by no human infirmity dif- 

^^\f turbcd, by death never fcparated, ihall 

conftitute throughout pndlefs ages, a 

great and diftinguiihed portion of .the 

celeftial felicity. 
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SERMON XVIII. 

On the Conduct to be held with re- 
gard to future Events, 



pROVERHs xxvii, I. 



Boaji not thyfelfof to-morrcnv % for thm 
knowejl not whdt a day may bring forth. 



FROM thefe words I purpofe to dif- S E R M. 
courfe of the proper conduft which ^-^- ,J 
we ought to hold with regard to futu- 
rity, amidft the prefent uncertainties of 
life. Time arid life are always going 
on, and to each of us are preparing 
changes inourftate. What thefe may 
be, whether for the better or for the 
worfe, we cannot tell ; as it hath pleafed 

the 
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s E R M. the wifdom of providence to cover futu« 
^^^^ rity with a veil which no mortal can 
lift up. In the mean time^ none of us 
can avdid fbrmiilg deli^i^ Ahd laying 
plans for the time to come. The prefent 
moment is never fufficient to give full 
employmehf to the active ftxind of niaii, 
without foriie cXciirliohs into foturity ; 
and in thefe excurfions, the prefent is 
often wholly fpeBt« It is therefore of 
thehigheft confequence, that a proper 
dircftion be given to the jwnd, in its 
^ employments of thought relating to fu- 
turity. Otherwife, in the profpeds 
whkh We Ulkt of thit Uiikh0#n ytgioii^ 
fkife htojxji, dt ill^outtdedftart, fiiall 
flatterer torment us in vain* We imw 
mtf as die Wife Man tcUs^us» fphat 
day fnay hrin^fortL , It may, wtty pf »• 
bably> produce ^metfaii^ ihat we had 
not looked ^r $ mni ther^rft inJt:ead of 
J^iufftmg 0urjelw^ cf toHHorrow^ as dv^ 
moltitude are apt \q6a% it bccoaies w 
to be di&ipUned and ^paredi^for what^ 
ever h may Wm^. 

It 
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It 16 n^edkfe to fyenA much ^tme in S S ft )l« 
confirming the truths which is the foun- Cl^ 
dation of the adnnonitien in the text ; in 
proving, cither that change and muta- 
bility belong to our pefent ftate, or that 
the changes of it cannot be forefcen by 
tis. Thefe are truths fb obvious and con- 
fefled, than an attempt to confirm them 
is Hkc prGvin|^, that ail men are to die. 
At the fame time, obvious as tiiey are, 
it were to be wiflied that the Aoughts 
cf men dweh. upoa Aem more: For, 
by a fbange but prevailing deception, 
it would fecm, from the genera! conduft 
of Qiankind^ tlktalmoftevervone thinks 
his own cafe an exception from th^ ge- 
neral law j and tiiat lie may build plaqs 
with as much confidence on his prefent 
iituation, as if fbnie afllixrance had been 
given him that it were never to change* 
ffencc it has been often obfervedby fe* 
riow pcrfons, that there is no more ge- 
neral caufe to which the vices of men 
ckn be alcribcd, Aeir ibrgctfulnefe of 
Ood, and their neg^eftoTduty, than to 
their prefuming upon the continuance 

of 
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SBRM.of life, of pleafurcy and profperity« 
Look but a little way, my friends, 
into your own ftate ; and you muft una- 
voidably perceive that, from the begin- 
ning, it has been fo contrived by Provi- 
dence, that there fhould be no perma- 
nent {lability to man's condition on 
earth. The feeds of alteration are every 
where fown* In your health, life, pof- 
feffions, connections, pleafures, there are 
caufes of decay imperceptibly working; 
iecretly undermining the foundations of 
what appears to you the moil: fbable ; 
continually tending to abolifh the pre- 
icnt form of things, and to bring for- 
war4 new appearances^ and*new objeiSls 
in their order : So that nothi|ig is or can 
be, ftationary on earth. AH changes, 
and pafles. It is a ftreana which is ever 
flowing; a wheel which is ever turhing 
round. When you behold the tree co- 
vered with bloflbms in the fpring, or 
loaded with fruit in the autumn, as well 
may you imagine, diat thofe blpHqms, or 
that fruit, are to remain in their place 

through 
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through the whole year, as believe that s E R M. 
human affairs are to continue, for to day , ^^"^* 
and to-morrow, for this year and the 
next, proceeding in the fame tenor •— 
To render this reflc<flion ftillmOTe fcri- 
OQS, think, I pray you, on what , fmall 
and inconsiderable caufes thofe changes 
depend, which. aff<;<a the fortunes pf 
men, throughout their whole lives. 
How foon is evil -done.! There needs 
no great bulUe or ftir, no long prepara- 
tion of events, to overturn what feems 
moil fecure, ^nd to blaft what appears 
moft flouirifliing. A gale of wind rifes 
on the ocean; and the veiTel which 
carried our friends, or our fortunes, is 
overwhelmed in the dqep. A Ipark of 
a candle fiiUs by night in fome negleiSed 
corner ; and the whole fubilance of fii- 
milies is cpnfumed in flames before the 
morning. A cafual blow, or a fudden 
fall, deranges fome of our iijternal parts; 
and the reft of life is diftrefs and mifery. 
It is awful to think, at the mercy of 
how many feeming contingencies we 

perpetually 



fn jbe i9idf|| however? pf ?ll i^^ 

figm £ar the fiitum tn cnury 4^ 
Ibffmied; jMirfiiUt «re mi^titsluui ; a«l 
is^ pfocottis in itiufatl tiaia. Fit ud 
proper it is, that lifeflM>uldlskiiS pboecpl. 
For tho unccrtaunt)r of tQ»-ttcwrow wu 
never deigned fag^ Providence, to deter 
«is fipm a^ing w planning «o dajr ; hxt 
only toadmonifli us, diai m0 ought to 
phuii and to %&, ibfoeriy and wil^. 
What ^at wift and fii^r eonduA k 
which beeotnes us, what die tvAm and 
precautions are, whieh, in fiich a Ibte 
as ouf Sj fefpe^ ftiturlty, I now ppoceed 
to ^W- ^1^7 niay be cooifHrehended 
in the Ibllowing dircAions. Boaft not 
thyfblf oftOH»onFOw; Dei^ir not of to* 
moKow; Delay not till to-mowpw what 
is proper to be dene to-day; Pjrepare tity* 
ftlf for whatever to-morrow may bring 
forth; Build thy hopes of happinefs on 
ibmediing more foSd and laiUng than 

what 
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what cither to-day or to-morrow wiij s E RM« 

J XVIII, 

produce. -rrV 

I. In the words of the text, Boq/i not 
thyfelf of to-morrow \ that is, never pre - 
fupie arroganlfly on futurity; in the 
moil fair and promiiing ftate of fortune, 
beware of pride and vanity ; bcfware of 
refting wholly upon yourfqlves, and 
forgetting Him who direnfts the changes 
of this mutable ftate^ If there be any 
virtues, which the uncertain condition 
of the world inculcate on man, they 
are afluredly, moderation and humility. 
Man was, for this end, placed in a 
world, where he knows, fp little of what 
is before himj^ that he might be im- 
pre(&d with a fenie of his dependence 
on the Ruler of the world; that he 
might feel the importance of acquiring 
favour and protedtioA from Heaven, by 
a life of piety ^nd virtue; and that, not 
knowing how foon his own condition 
may be the fame with that of the moft 
wretched, he might be prompted toad: 
towards all his brethren the humane and 
Vol. IV. B b friendly 
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S E R M. friendly part. — The favours which Pro^ 
^^^^ videncc beftows upon him at prefent, 
he ought to receive with thankful- 
nefs, and may enjoy with chearfulnefs. 
Though commanded not to boaft him" 
felf of U-morroWj the meaning of the 
precept is not, that he muft be fad to 
day. Rejoice he may in the day of prof- 
perity : but certainly, 'Rejoice with trem- 
klingy is the infcription that fhould be 
written ©n all human pleafures. 

As for them who, intoxicated with 
thofe pleafures, become giddy and in- 
folent; who flattered by the illufions of 
iprofperity, make light of every ferious 
admonition which the changes of the 
world give them, what can I fay too 
ftrong to alarm them of their danger ? 
• — They have faid to themfelves. My 
mountain Jiands Jirong, and JhaU never be 
mfyved. To-morrow JhaH be as this day^ 
and more abundantly. I Jhall never fee 
adverfty. — Raih and wretched men ! 
are you fenfible how inipious fuch words 
are ? To the world, perhaps you dare 
not utter them ^ but they fpeak the fe- 
eret language of your heart. Know, 
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you arc ufurping upon Providence ; ^ E R M. 

you are fctting Heaven at defiance ; you v ^^ 

are not only preparing fharpcr flings 
for yourfelves, when the changes of ^ 
life fliall come, but you are accelerat- 
ing thofe changes 5 you are faft bring- 
ing ruin upon your own heads. For 
- God will not fuiFer pri4e in man ; and 
the experience of all ages hath ihown, 
how careful he is to check it. In a 
thoufand memorable inftances, the 
courfe of his government has been vi- 
fibly pointed .againft it. He Jhenvetjb 
Jlrmgth with his arml and fcattereth the 
proud in the imaginations of their hearts. 
The day of the Lord is upon every one 
that is proud and lifted up ; to humble 
the kfty looks of man^ and to fiain the 
• pride of all glory"^. Some of the mini- 
fters of divine pleaijiire are commiflion- 
ed to go forth ; and to humble without 
delay, the boajlers of to-morrow. 

B b 2 11. A& 

\ . ' . 

* tiuke i. 1$* Ifaiah ii. i j. xxiii* 9. 
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sgRM. II- As we are not to boaft, fb nei- 
^^]^^ fher are we to defpair, of to-morrow. 
Thr former admonition was direded to 
- thofe whom profperity had elated witH^ 
vain hopes. This is defigned for thofe 
whom a more adverfe fituation in life 
has filled with fears and alarms of what 
is to come. iThe reafon of both ad- 
monitions is the jfame^ tbdu knoweji 
mt what a day may brin^ forth. It 
may bring forth fome unexpe<5ted mif- 
fortun'e; and therefore thou fliouldft 
be humble in profperity. It may brirfg 
forth fome unforefcen relief; and there- 
fore thou fhbuldft hope under diftrefs. 
-^It is too common with mankind, to 
be totally ehgrofled, and overcome, by 
prefent events. Their preieht condi- 
tion, whatever it is, they are apt to 
imagine, will never change ; and hence 
by profperity they are lifted up, and by 
adverfity are dejefted and broken ; 
prone, in the one cafe, to forget God, 
in the other, to repine againft him. 
Whereas-, the doftrine; which the 
changes of the world perpetually in- 
*' culcatc 
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culcate is, that no ftate of external S E R ijj. 

. XVIII. 

things (hould appear fo important, or ^^^^.^^ 

ihould fo afFed: and agitate our fpirits, 
as to deprive us of a calm, an equal, 
^nd a fteady mind. Man knoweth 
.neither the good, npr the evil which is 
before him. Jn your patience^ there-- 
fore J pojjefs your fouls : trufting, in the 
day of forrow, that God hath notfor- 
gotten to be gracious ; and that though 
weeping may endure for a nighty joy com-' 
eth to the upright in the morning. 

Diftrpfs not yourfelves, then with 
anxious fears about to-morrow. Let 
me exhort you to difmifs all folicitude, 
which goes beyond the bounds of pru- 
dent precaution. Anxiety, when it 
feizes the heart is a dangerous difeaic, 
productive both of much fin, and - 
much mifcry. It ads as a corrofive of 
. the mind. It eats out our prefent en- 
joyments, and fubftitutes, in their 
place, many an acute pain.— The Wife 
Man, in the text, has advifed us not to 
i^Afi of to-morrow ; and our Saviour 
has inftruded us to take no thought for 

to-morrow. 
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S ERM. tO'-morrow^. Both thefe direftionSy 
C^^^llj properly underftood, are entirely con- 

.fiftcnt ; and the great rule of condud:, 
refpcfting futurity, is compounded of 
them bdth} requiring us, neither ar- 
rogantly to prefume on to-morrow, 
nor to be anxioufly, and fearfully foli- 
citous about it. TAe morrow, fays our 

• Saviour, Jha// take thought for the things, 
of itfelf We fhall be better able to 

judge of. the courfe moft proper for us 
to hold, when events have begun to 
come forward in their order, Their 

-prefence often fuggcfts wifer counfels, 

;and more fuccefsful expedients, than it 
is pofBblc for us to contrive at a dif- 

: tance. By cxcefs of folicitude before 

.hand, we frequently introduce that 
confufion of mind, and that hurry and 
diforder of fpirits, which bring us into 
the moft unfavourable ftate forjudging 
foundly. — Wherefore, never indulge 
either anxiety, or defpair, about futu- 
rity. Affright not yourfelves with 

imaginary 

* Matth. Yi. 33. 
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imaginary terrors * A n ticipatc no t s E R M. 

evils, which perhaps may never come. ^Z!^ 
/Make the beft which you can of this 
. day, in the fear of God, and in the 
, pradice of your duty j and, having \ 

done fo, leave to-morrow to itfelf. ^ 
/ Sufficient for the day, when it comes, ; 
/ will be the evil thereof 

III.. Delay not till to-morrow any 
thing which is fit and proper to be 
done to-day. Remember, that thou 
art not the lord of to-morrow. Thou 
art fo far from having any title to 
difpofe of it, that thou art igno- 
rant of the moft material circum- 
ftances relating to it; not only of 
what it fhall bring forth, but whe- 
ther thou fhalt live to fee it. — Not- 
withftanding the Uncontrovertible evi- 
dence of this truth, procraftination 
has, throughout every age, been the 
ruin of mankind. Dwelling amidft 
endlefs projed:s of what they are here- 
after to do, they cannot fo properly be 
faid to live, as to be always about to 
live ; and the future has ever been the 
gulph in which the prefent is f wallow- 
ed 
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SERM.cd up and loft. — Hence arife many of 
'^^^^' thofe misfortunes which befal, men in 
their worldly concerns. What might 
at prefent be arranged in their circum- 
ftances with advantage, being delayed, 
to another opportunity, cannot be ar- 
ranged at all. To-morrow being load- 
ed with the concerns of to-day, in ad- 
dition to its own, is clogged and em- 
barrafled. Affairs which had Keen 
poftponed, multiply and crowd upon 
one another ; till, at laft, they prove 
fo intricate and perplexed, and the 
preiTure of bufinefs becomes fo great, 
that nothing is left, but to fink under 
the burden. Qf him, therefore, who 
indulges this lingering and delaying 
fpirit in worldly matters, it is eafy to 
/ prognofticate that the ruin is not fer 

off. , 

Evils of the fame kind, arifing from the 
fame caufe, overtake men, in their moral 
and fpiritual interefts. There are few, 
but who are fenfible of fome things in 
their charafter and behaviour, which 
ought to be corredted, and which, at one 
time or other, they intend to corre<ft ; 

fome 



with regard to future Events. 393 

fome headftrong paffion, which theySERM/ 
defign to fubdue; fome bad habit, ^^^ 
which thfcy purpofe to reform ; fome 
dangerous conne<ftion, which they are 
refolved to break off. But the conve- 
nient feafon for thefe reformations is 
not yet come. Certain obftacles arc in 
the way, which they expeft by and by 
to furmount ; and therefore they go on 
in peace for the prefent, in their ufual 
colurfes, trufting, at a future dgiy, to 
begin their defigned improvement. In 
the mean time, the angel 6f death dc- 
fcends ; and in the midft of their diftant 
plans, executes his commiflion, and car- 
ries them away. — Guard againft delu- 
fions of this kind, which have been fa- 
tal to fo many .—.Thou art now in tran- 
quillity, in health, in poffeflion of a 
calm mind. Improve thefe advantages, 
for performing all that becomes . thee, 
as a man, an(J as a Chriftian ; for who 
can tell how long thou fhalt be permit- 
ted to enjoy them ? New alterations of 
fortune may be juft coming forward ; 
new troubles in public, or in private life, 
about to arife ; new exigencies ready to 

throw 



XVIII. 



394 On the Condudt to be held 

SERM. throw thcc into fome condition, which 
fhall leave thee neither leifure nor op- 
portunity, to execute any of the good 
purpofes thou haft at prefent in thy 
mind. Wherefore^ trifle no longer with 
what is fo ferious, and what may be fo 
critical; but to day^ 'while M is called to 
dayy liften to the voice of God, and do 
his works. Do now, as the Wife Man 
adviies, with thy might whatfoever thy 
handfndeth to do -, for there is no work ^ 
nor device^ nor wifdonij in the grave whi^ 

ther thougoeft.* Inftead of delaying 

till to-morrow what ought to be done 
to-day, let me exhort you, 

IV. To be every day prepared for 
whatever to-morrow may bring forth. 
There is a certain preparation for the 
yiciflitudes of life, in which the, multi- 
tude are fufficiently bufied ; providing, 
as they think> again ft \v^hatever may 
happen, by increafing their riches, and 
ftrengthening th^mfelves by friends, 
connedions, and worldly honours. But 
thefe bulwarks which they ereft, are to- 
tally infufficient againft the dreaded 

ftorm 

* Ecclef. ix. lo. 
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ftorm. It IS to fome other quarter we S E RM. 
mull look for our defence ; for when it u.....v---» 
is the world itfelf, whofe changes we 
have reafon to dread, the world, and 
the things of it, cannot afford us pro- 
tedion. The beft preparation for all 
the uncertainties of futurity confifts, in 
a well ordered mind, a good confcience, 
.and a chearful fubmiflion to the will of 
Heaven. You know not what fhall : 
be on to-morrow. But there is One 
who knows it well -, for his decree hath 
fixed it. To him look up with reve- 
rence ^ and fay, *' Not my willy but thine 
** be done ; what thou appointeft is ever 
** wife, and juft, and good.'* Seek to_ 
fulfil the part which he hath afligned 
you ; to do the things which he hath 
commanded you to do ; and leave ail the 
refttohim. Whatever to-morrow brings 
•forth, let it find you employed in doing 
jufilyy loving mercy ^ and walking humbly 
^^th your God\ and then you fliall meet 
to-morrow without fear, when you 
meet it without the upbraidings of guilt. 
If it fhall bring forth to you any un- 
expected good, prepare to receive it 

with 
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SERM.wiih gratitude, temperance, and mo- 
.2^ defty . Jf it fliall bring forth evil, pre- 
pare to receive Jt v^ith manly fortitude. 
Let no events of any kind, derange your 
equanimity, or fliake your conftancy. 
Contrail your defires, and moderate 
your hopes. Expedl not more from 
the world than it is able to afford you. 
Take it for granted that what is natu- 
rally mutable, will one day change; 
that what was defigned to be tranfient, 
win pafs away. — ^Look forward tp futu- 
rity without impatience. Be not defir- 
ous to know it. It belongs to God. 
Let him bring forward the events of 
the world, in his own way. Imagine 
that you continually hear thofe words, 
which our Lord once addrefled to Pe- 
ter, when he was enquiring aboyt what 
was to happen to a feliow-difciple. 
What is that to thee ? Follow thou me. 
Amidft all the uncertainty of future 
events, this road of clear and plain duJy 
lies before you ; fpUow Chrift, and in- 
quire no farther- Seek no crooked path, 
in order to avoid impending daaigers. 
Turn not to the ri^ht band, nor to the 

left, 
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left ; but commit thy way unto the Lord-, S E R M. 
truji alfo in him^ and he Jhall bring topafs k^ ^-^ 
the defres of thy heart. 

V. Build your hopes of happihefs 
on fom^what more folid and laftingj, 
than what either to-day or to-morrow 
are likely to produce. From what has 
h^tr\ faid, you may clearly perceive, 
that he who refts wholly upon this 
world, builds his houfe upon the fand. 
This life, by nieans of wifdom and vir- 
tue, may be rendered to a good man, a 
tolerable, nay, a comfortable, ftate. 
But he who expefts complete happi- 
nefs from it, will be greatly deceived. 
Man, in his moft flourifhing con- 
dition, were much to be pitied, if he 
was deftitute of any higher hope. Rol- 
ling from change to change, through- 
out all the days of his life, with a dark 
and unknown profpedt always before 
him in futurity, what wpuld avail a few 
ihort interrupted glimpfes of happinefs, 
which, from time to time, he was per- 
mitted to enjoy ? Can we believe, that 
only for fuch a flate as this, man was 

defigned 
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S E R M. dcfigned by his great and good Creator ? 

^ ^ . J -^No ; Let us blefs the God and Father 
of our Lordjefiis Cbriji, who^ according 
to his abundant fnercy, hath begotten us 
again into a lively hopCy by the refurrec- 
tion of Chriji from the dead^ to an iriher-- 
itance incorruptible ^ undefledj and that 
fadeth not away. Here is the Rock on 
which the mind, however toft by the 
ftorms of life, can fecurely reft. Here 
is the objedt to which a wife man will 
bend his chief attention, that, after 
having afted his part on earth with fi^- 
delity and honour, he may be enabled, 
through the merits of his Saviour, to 
look for a place in the manfions of eter- 
nal and untroubled peace. This prof- 
ped is the great correftive of the pre-r 
fent vanity of human life. It gives fig- 
nificancy and jimportance to its moft 
trarifitory fcenes ; and, in the midft of 
its mutability, difcovers one fixed point 
of reft . He who is habitually in fluenc- 
ed by the hope of immortality, will be 
able to look without difmay on the 
changes of the world. He will neither 
boaft of to-morrow, nor be afraid of it ; 

but 
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but will oafs through the varieties of S E R M. 

xvni 
life with a manly, and unbroken mind ^ , 

with a noble fuperiority to thofe fears 
and expe<9:ations, thofe cs^res and for- 
rows, which agitate the multitude. — 
Such are the native effefts of Chriftian 
faith and hope. To them alone it be- 
longs, to furmount all the difcourage- 
ments to which we are now expofed ; 
to render our life comfortable, and our 
death blefTed ; nay, to make the day of 
our death better than the day of our births 



SERMON 



SERMON XIX. 



On following the Multitude to do 
Evil, 



Exodus xxiii. 2. 



7bouJhalt not follow a multitude ta da evil^ 



^ ^nc*' T ^ ^^^^ world, we are placed as compa- 
Ui-v*^ X nions and afUflants to one another. 
Depending, for moft of the comforts of 
life, on mutual intercourfejandaid, it was 
ncceflary, that we fhould be formed to 
defire the company, and to take plcafure 
in the good will of our fellows. But this 
fociability of taan, though eflential to his 

prefent 
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prefent condition, has, like many other s E R M. 
good principles, been unhappily warped ^^^^jj 
From its original purpofe ; and, in the 
prefent ftate of the world, has proved 
the caufe of much evil. For, as vice has 
abounded in every age, it hath propa- 
gated itfelf much more eafily by the affift- 
ance of this focial difpofition. We natu*« 
rally mould durfelves oh the pattern of 
prevailing manners; and corruption is 
communicated from one to another. By 
mutually giving, and taking, the exam- 
ple of finful liberties^ licentioufneft 
fpreads arid grows ; each juftifies him- 
felf by his neighbour; and the multitude 
of fiiiners ftreng^hen one another's 
hands to Commit iniquity. Jn all ages of 
the world, cuftom has had more power 
than reafon. Few take the trouble of 
inquiring what is the right path; 
the greater part content themfelves with 
following that in which the multitude 
have gone before them. No exhorta- 
tion, therefore, is more neceflary to be 
frequently given, and to be ferioufly en-^ 
forced, than that which we receive from 
Vol. IV. Cc the 
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d £ R M. the text ; Tho^ Jhali not follow ^o: multi-' 
^^[^ tude to do evil. 

To acquire a full view of any danger 
to which we are expofed, is the firft mea-r 
fure to be taken, in order to our fafety^ 
Let us then begin the fubjcifl, with con- 
fidcring how much we are in hazard of 
being milled into vice by the general 
manners which we behold around us^ 
No virtue is more neceflary to a Chrif- 
tian, butfcarcely is there any more dif- 
ficult to be put in practice, than that 
firmnefs of mind which can eilablea man 
to niaintain his princij^les, and to fland 
his ground againft the torrent of cuf-* 
tom» fafhion, and example. Example 
ha$ upon all'mind^ a fecret aiid infinu^ 
ating influence, even when we ourfelves 
are infenfible of its operation. We im- 
perceptibly Aide into fome refemblance 
of the manners of thofe with whom we 
have frequent intercourfe. This^ often 
Ihows itfelf, in the nxoft indifferent 
things. But the refemblance is^ftill more 
readily cpntra^cd, when there is fbme- 

thing 
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thing within ourfelyesi that l€?ans to the S E R M. 
feme fide which is countenanced by the 
praftice t)f others; We arfe dways glad 
to find an apology fi>r indulging our in- 
clinations and paifions 5 and the example 
of the multitude too readily fiiggefts 
that apology. Even before corruptioft 
has made great progrefs in our hearts, 
.Sometimes, mere complaiiance and good 
nature incline uS to fall in with the ways 
of others; Sometimes, timidity and falic 
ihame prevent our differing from them: 
Prequentlyj expedation and intereft im- 
pel us ftrongly to comply. How great is 
the danger we incur, when^ in times of 
prevailing vice, all thefd principles of 
imitation and compliance unite together 
againft our virtue ? 

The world is too juftly faid by fcHp- 
ture to lie in mckedne/s. It is a fchool 
wherein every vice is taught, and too 
eafily learned* Even from our earlieft 
childhood, falfe fentiments are inftilled 
into our mifids;^ We are bred up in ad- 
miration of the external fhow of lift. 
We are accuftomed, as foon as we can 
C c 2 underftand 
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s £ R M. uiiderftand any thing, to hear richeS aiid 
^, _^_^ honoars fpoken of as the chief goo^s of 
men, and propoied to us as the objects 
to which our future purfuits are to be 
#direded. We fee the meafures of out- 
ward refped and deference taken from 
thcfe alonev Religion and virtue are 
reccmunended to us, in a formal man<- 
ner, by our teachers andinftru^ors; but 
all improvements of the miiKl ami heart, 
are vifibly placed by die world, in an 
inferior rank to the advantages of for- 
tune,r Vices, that chance to be £ifhi- 
enable, are treated as flight failings ; and 
eoloufed over, in common difcourfe, 
with tbojb foft and gentle names which 
exprcfs no condemnation. We enter, 
perhaps, on the world, with good prin- 
ciples, and an averfion todownri^t vice. 
But when, as we advance in life, we be- 
come initiated in d>at myftery of ini- 
quity, which is called, the way of the 
world; when we meet with deceit and 
artifice in all ranks of men; when we 
behold iniquity authorifed by gretft 
names, and often rewarded with fuc- 

ccfs 
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cefs and advancraient^ our orieinal s E R M^ 

XIX 

gpod impreifions too (bon decay. The u*-,^ 
pSradtice of the multitude renders vice 
fanuliar to our thoughts ; and gradually 
wcar^ off the abhorrence with which w^ 
once beheld it. We begin to think, that 
what is fo very general, cannot be highly 
criminal. The malignity of fin appears 
diminifhed, by fo many being Iharers in 
the reproach ; and inftead of men's vipcs 
detra(fting, as they ought to do, from 
our good opinion q£ the min, our at- 
tachment to the men oftener reconcile3 
u&,tb the vices of which they arc guilty. 
The countenance which fin receives 
from the practice of the multitudci^ not 
only removes the reftraints whiqh are 
impofed by modefty and fliame 5 but, 
fuch is the degeneracy of the world,^ 
that fhame is too often employed iagsiinfi: 
the caufe of religion and virtue. The 
ridicule of the giddy and unthinking 
bears down the convi<flion of the fober 
and modeft* Againft their own belief, 
they appear to adopt the notions of the 
infidel 5 and againft their own choice,, 

they 
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s E R M. they join in the vices of the libertine; 
^^^^ that they may not be reproached as pcf^^ 
fons of a narrow mind, and ftill enflaved 
to the prejudices of education. How 
yuch reafon is there to believe that/ 
merely from this timidity of temper,^ 
many, whofe principles are on the fide 
of religion and virtue, are neverthelefe^ 
found walking in th^ way cf Jinners^ and 
fitting in the chair ofthejcomful ?— Jb- 
t^reft, too, often coincides with this 
weaknefs of difpofition, in tempting 
fiich perfons to follow the multitude. 
To fall in with the prevailing tafte, to 
fuit themfelves to the paffions of the 
great, or to the humours of the low, 
with whom they chance to be connefted, 
appears the readiefl way to rife in the 
world* Hence they are natuially led 
to relinqui(h the firmnefs of an upright 
charadter, for that fuppje and verfable 
turn, which accoqimodates itfelf to the 
times, and aflumes whatever appearance 
feems moft convenient for intereft: 
Such are the dangers to which we are 
cxpofed, in. times of corruption, oifoU 
*> ^ lowing 
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hwing the multitude to do evili dangers s E R M. 
which require ouritioft ferious atten-\^.....^^ 
tion ah<} care, in order to guard ourfelves 
againft them, — ^I proceed to lay fuch; 
confiderations be£)re you as may be uf^«* 
ful for th^t purpofe, 

• In the Jirft place. Let qf remember 

that the multitude are very bad guides ; 

are fo far from having a title t6 implicit 

regard, that he who blindly follows 

th^ii, may be prefumed to err. For 

prejudice^ and paflion, are known to 

fway the crowd. They are ftruck by 

the outfide of things ; they inquire fuper- 

ficially, admire falfe appearances, and 

purfue falfe goods. Their opinions are 

for the moft part haftily formed, and of 

courfe. are variable, floating^ andl incpn-r 

fiftent. In every age^ bpw fm^ll is the 

Bumber of thofe who jffe guided by rea-r 

fon, and calm inquiry ?; How few do we 

find, who have the wifdojn to think and 

judge for themf^lves, and hgve fteadi- 

nefs to follow out th?ir own judgment ? 

Igporance, and low education, darken 

the 
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s E R M.thc views of the vulgar- Fgftiipn s^nd 
V-v^ piTJiidice, vanity an4 plcafijre, corrupt 
the fentimemts of the great. The exam- 
ple of neither, affords any Aandard of 
what is right and wiie* If the philofb* 
phcr, when employed in the purfuit of 
truth, finds it neceflary to difrega^d ef- 
tablifhed pri^udices and popular opinion, 
fhall we, in the more important inquiry 
after the rule of life^ fubmit to fiich 
blind guidance as the practice of the 
many; efteeming whatever they ad- 
mire, and following wherever they lead I 
Be aflured, that he who fets up the ge- 
neral opinion as the ftandard of truth, or 
the general practice as the meafure of 
right, is likely, upon fuch a foundation, 
to build no other fuperftruAure except 
vice and folly. If the praftice of the mul- 
titude be a goQd pattern for our imitation, 
their opinions furely fhould be as good a 
rule for our belief. Upon this principle, 
we muft exchange Chriftianity for Paga- 
nifm or Mahometanifm, and the light of 
the Reformation for the fuperftitions of 

Popery i 
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Popery i for thefe latter have ever had, s E R M^ 
and ftill have ; the numbers and the mul- J^^^ 
titude on their fide.— *Our Saviour has 
fufficiently chs^rafterifed the way of the 
world, when hie defcribes the broad road 
in which the multitudes go, as the road 
which leads to deJiruSlion^, and the path 
ivhich leads to happinefs, as a narrow 
fathj which fewer find* From whiph 
it is an cafy inference, that to have the 
multitude on our fide, is fo far from af- 
fording any prefumption of our being 
fafe, that it ihould lead us to fufped that 
we are holding the courfe of dangen 

In ih^fecond place, as the practice of 
the multitude is no argument of a good 
pra<aice, fo it cannot afford us either juf- 
tification, or fafety, in what is evil.— It 
affords us, I fay, no juftification. Truth 
and error, virtue and vice,t are things of 
immutable nature. The difference be- 
tween them is grounded on that bafis of 
eternal reafon, which no opinions orcuf- 
toms of men can affeft qr alter. Whether 

virtue 
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S E R M, virtue l>c efteemed, or hot, ia the world, 

XIX 

\„.,m^ this makes it neither more nor lefs efti*- 
mable in itfelf . It carries always a divine 
authority, > which men cannot impair. It 
(hines with an ejGTential luflre, which 
praife cannot brighten, nor reproach tar- 
nifti. It has a right to regulate the opi- 
nions of men; but by their opinions can- 
not be controlled. Its nature continues 
invariably the fame, though all the mul- 
titude of fools (hould concur in endea- 
vouring to turn it into ridicule. JFo un-- 
to them^ fkys the prophet Ifaiah that 
call evil, gaoJ, and^good, evil; that put 
darknefsfor light, and light Jor darknefsi 

" that put bitter f OP Jiveet, andfweetfor hit^ 
ter. — n — Their rootflmll be as rottennefs,, 
and their bloffbrns Jhall go up as dujt^ be-f 
caufe, they have cajl away the law of thet 
LordofMoJlSf and defpifed the word of th^ 
holy onie ofjfrael*^ 

As the praftice of the multitude fur- 

niihe^ 

,♦ {faiah v%zo, 24. 
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»iflies no luftification to the firmer, ib SERM. 

' XIX. 

neither does it afford him any fafety. v--y^ 

Religion is altogether a matter of per- 
fonal concern. God hath delivered to 
every man the rule of life ; and every 
man muft think and adl for himfelf; 
becaufe for himfelf he is to anfwer. If 
others be wicked, it will be the worfe 
for them; but it will not on that ac- 
count, be the better for us, if we fhail 
be evil alfo. Let vice be ever fo pre- 
valent, it is ftill that evil thing which the 
Lord abhorrethi and though hand join in 
handy the wicked fhall not efcape un- 
punifhed. So far is the number of of- 
fenders from furnifhing any ground of 
fafety, that it calls more loudly for divine 
juftice to interpofe. It is as eafy for 
the Almighty arm to cruih a whole 
guilty fociety, as to punifli a fingle in- 
dividual \ and when the difobedieht fub- 
je^s of God countenance and ftrengthen 
one another in licentioufnefs, by tranf- 
greffing in troops and bands, it becomes 
high time for hip government to exert 
jtfelf, and let its vengeance forth. — One 

could 
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s E R M. could Icarcely think that any profeflbr of 
^^ ^^ ^ '_ j Chriftian faith would fancy to himfelf 
any apology from the way of the world, 
when he knows that the declared defign 
of his religion was, to diftingufh him 
from the world, which is faid to lie in Jim 
and that Chrift came to call out for him- 
felf /i peculiar people y whofe character it 
ihould be, not to be conformed to the worlds 
but transformed by the renewing of their 
minds. — So little, indeed, can the prac^ 
tice of the world either juftify or exte- 
nuate vice, that it deferves our icrious 
,confideration» 

In the third place, whether there be 
not feveralcircumftancdis, which peculi- 
arly aggravate the guilt pf thofe who 
follow the niultitude in evil. Do you 
not, thereby, ftrengthen the power of 
fin, and perpetuate the pernicious 
influence of bad example? By ftriking 
off from the corrupted crowd, you 
might be eminently ufeful. You 
might animate and recover many, 
whom weaknefs and timidity keep 

under 
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under bondage to the cuftoms of the S E R M. 
worlds whereas, by tamely yielding to c—v-^ 
the current of vice, you render that cur- 
rent ftronger for carrying others along; 
you add weight and liability to the bad' 
caufe; you lend to the multitude all the 
force of your example, for drawing 
others after them, to the commiffion of 
evil. — While you are thus acceflary to 
the ruin of others, you are, at the fame 
time, ftamping your own character with 
the fouleft and deepeft impreflions of 
corruption. By furrendering your judg- 
ment and your confcience to the multi- 
tude, you betray the rights, and degrade 
the honour of the rational nature. 
Nothing great of worthy can be expedS- 
ed of him, who inftead of confidering 
what is right in itfelf, and what part it 
is fitteft for one in his ftation to ad:, is 
only confidering what the world will 
think, or fay of him; what fort of beha- 
viour will pafs with the faireil fliow, 
and be moft calculated to pleafe the ma- 
ny. When a man has thus given up the 

liberty 



' I 
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S E R M* liberty and independence of his nrind, wef 
J^^^ can no longer reckon upon him in any 
thing. We cannot tell how far he may 
be carried in vice. There is too much 
ground to dread, that he will lie, diffem- 
ble, and betray 5 changing himfelf, with- 
out fcruple, into every ihape that will 
find favour among thofe whom he feeks 
to gain. — While this fervility to the 
world infers bafenefs towards men, it 
involves alfo the higheft impiety to- 
wards God. It ihows that we yield to 
the world that reverence and fubmiffion 
which is only due to the divine law. 
We treat the government of the Al- 
njighty'with fcorn; as if his precepts 
deferved to be obeyed, only, when they 
iuited the caprice and the follies of the 
multitude; and were entitled to no re- 
gard, as foon as they contradidled the 
reigning cuftoms and fafliions of the 
world. — While fuch conduft carries in 
it fo much wickednefs and folly, let us 
obferve, 

1^ the fourth place, that the moft ex- 
cellent and honourable charafter. which 

can 
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can adoVn 'a man and a Chriftkh, is s E R M* 
acquired, by refiftiiig the torrent of vice, ^^^^^ 
and adhering to the caufe of God and 
virtue againft a corrupted multitude. 
It will be found to hold in general, that 
all thofe, who, in any ofthe great lines 
of life^ have diftinguifhed themfelves for 
thinking profoundly, and afting nobly, 
have defpifed popular prejudices, and 
departed, ' in feveral things, from the 
common ways of the world. On no 
occafion is this more requLfite for true 
honour, than where icligion and mora- 
lity are concerned. In times of pre vailing 
licentioufncfs, to maintain unblemifhed 
virtue, and uncorrupted integrity; in a 
public or a private caufe, to ftand firm 
by what is fair and juft, amidft difcou- 
ragements and oppofition; defpifing 
groundlefs cenfure and reproach; dif- 
daining all compliance with public 
manners, when they are vicious and 
unlawful; and never afhamed , of 
the punctual difcharge of every duty 
towards God and man; — ^this is what 
fhows true greatnefs of fpirit, and will 
force approbation even from the degcr 

neratc 
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s £ R M. nerate multitude themfelves. '< This is 

J^^^ '* the man," their confciencc will oblige 

them to acknowledge, " whom we are 

'^ unable to bend to mean condefcenfi-^ 

*^ ons. We fee it in vain either to flat- 

" ter or to threaten him? he rctts on a 

** principle within, which we cannot 

"fhake. To this man you may, on 

•*any occafion> fafely commit yout' 

, '^ caufe. He is incapable of betraying 

y his truft, or dcferting his friend, or 

*« denying his faith/* Thus his righte- 

oufnefs comes forth as the lights and his-- 

judgment as the noon^day. 

It is, accordingly, this fteady inflexible 
virtue, this regard to principle, fuperior 
to all cuftom and opinion, which pecu-^ 
liarly marked the charafters of thofe, in 
any age, who have fhone as faints of 
heroes; and. has confecrated their me- 
mory to all pofterity. It was this that 
obtained to antient Enoch the mofl: 
fingukr teftimony of honour from 
heaven. He continued to walk with 
Gody when the world apoftatifed 
from him. He pleafcd God, and 
was beloved of him; fo that, living 

among 
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living among finners^ he was trat^&teds i%M. 
to heaven without feeing death ; Tea, ^^^^ 

ffeedily was he taken away, kji wicieJ^ 
nefsjheuld have altered his underJianSng 
or deceit beguiled hisjbul. * When Sodoai 

, could not furnifli ten righteous men' to 
fave it. Lot remained unfpotted amidft 
the contagion. He lived like an angel 
among fpirits of darknefs ; and the de*- 
flroying flame was not permitted to go 
forth, till the good maji was called away 
by a heavenly meiTenger from his de- 
voted city. When allfiejh had corrupt-' 
ed their way upon the earth, then live4 
Noah, a righteous man, and a preacher 
of righteoufnefs. Hfe ftood ajone, and 
was fcoffed by the profaiie crew. But 
they by the deluge were fwept away ; 
while on him. Providence conferred the 
immortal honour, of being the reftorcr 
of a better race,, and the father of a new 
world. Such examples as thefe/and fucli 
honours conferred by God on then^ 
who withftood the multitudse of evS 
doers, ftiould often be.prefent to our 
piinds. Let us oppofe them to thj^ 
Vol. IV. D d numbers 

♦ Wifdom of SoIomo9i iv. x \^ 
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8 fiRMf numbers of lowand corrupt examples, 
^,_ ^ which we behold around us ; and when 
we are in hazard of being fwayed hy 
filch, let us fortify our virtue, by think- 
ing of thofe who, in former times, 
ihonelike ftars in themidftof furround- 
ing darknefs, and are now fhining in 
the kingdom of heaven, as the bright-- 
nefs of the firmament J for ever and ever. 
•—As our honour is thus deeply con- 
<Cerned in our adling a ftedfaft and vir-^ 
ous part, let us alfo confider. 

In the fifth place. How little, in 
point of intereft, can be gained by the 
favour of the multitude, and how much 
•will certainly be loft, by following them 
to do evil. We may thereby, jender 
ourfelves more agreeable to fome with 
whom we are connefted ; and by artful 
cdmpliances, may pleafe ourfelves with 
the profpedt of promoting our fortune. 
But thefe advantages, fuch as they are, 
remain doubtful and uncertain. The 
wind of popular opinion is jever ihifting. 
it will often leave us at a lofs what 
COiirfc to fteer 5 and, after all our trou- 

• ^ - ' blQ 
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ble and anxiety, to catch the favourable S E R M. 



gale, it may on a fudden forfake us. 
For the verfatility of charafter, the 
meannefs and inconfiftency of condui^, 
into which a dependent on the multi- 
tude is betrayed, frequently render hini, 
in the end,, an objedl of contempt to 
thofc whom he fought to pleafe. But 
fuppofing him fuccefsful in his views, * 
no worldly advantages, which are pur- 
chafed by diflionourable means, can be 
either folid or lafting. They bring no 
genuine fatisfaftion to a man, who is 
confcious to himfelf of having given up 
his principles to ferve the world. As 
long as he could be fatisfied with his 
own conduft, he might bear up under 
undeferved difcouragement ; but* when 
he becomes defpicable in his own eyes^ 
worldly honeuris lofe their luftre.— 
What can the multitude do for you, 
after you have followed them in evil ? 
They cannot reftore to you the peace of 
an innocent mind, nor heal the forrows 
of a wounded fpirit, nor fhield you from 
the difpleafure of God. They can dp 
little, to fupport you in the hour of af- 
P d 2 flidtion^ 



XIX. 



SERK.iliftiQc^ ^^ nothing to deliver yow:. 

^^ fouls in the day of dc^th- FQj:feken ^nd 
difcpnfoktei the woxldi* fer the maft 
psyrt, cafts off its yQt;^siej5 in tkei eM > 
and when/ you comp.u.tQ the: final a- 
mount,, it wiJH proyei a very finajl con- 
foUtipnj^ th^t, as you have had flwrera 
io guilt, you fhall have companions alfo 
in puniibmen*. 

Look forward to the iffue of things^ 
The multitude of mea poiTefe now> ia * 
great iijcafure^ the dijftribution ojf piaifc 
and ccnfure, of facccfa and difeppoint- 
ment, apcordiag to th^eir caprice. But 
thi$ confvjjfed and pxonfiiijbuQus diftribur. 
tioi> i% not always to fubfifl;- The day 
CQOiiQtb,. when we all are ta appear hc-^ 
fore a mow diicerning Judgc^ and ^ 
more impartial trihuqal. The day cojan- 
eth, when our Lord Jefus Chrift, fluU 
defcend from heaven in aU the glpi^y of 
his Fathgr, to unveil every charat<acr, 
^ad to rcndjsr ta every man according t(^ 
hh wprks. At that d?y, haw (hall he 
lift up his head, who ha.th been allhisi 
life the Have of the world's opii^ion j 
who hath twQulded hi? prinq|)le& ^d 

his 
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his pradice, folely to pleafe the muhi- S £ R M* 
4ude; who hath been ajhamedifbis &/- v^vO 
^wVr und his 'nvoris ; and to ;gain favour 
with men, hath apoftatifed from the 
native fcntiments and didtates of his 
heart ?*^To% tfB in tme i*^ora ; there 
is a conteft now between God and the 
world. Thefe form the oppofite fides 
which divide mankind. Confider well, 
tp which of thcfe you will chufc to ad- 
here. On the dtit Mfe, He your alle- 
giance, yourhonoitr, and your intereft ; 
on the other, lie your guilt and your 
ifhame. f^or the ene, conicience and 
rcafon, for the btherpaifion, aiid i^cli- 
nation, plead. Oh tlie tme ha|pd, arc 
the approbation of God, immortal ho- 
«KH]ir, and4ivlaearewardsj on the tatlier> 
^ — tetoember ^d beware^— ^e the 
^hj^s ^ <x>nfcien€e, ^adtelii pjwiifii- 
dneiLt, tadendleife infamy ^ 
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Now unto the King Eternal, immortaJy 
invijible, the only Wife God, be honour 
and glory y for ever and ever. Amen . 



SE RM. TT is of the higheft importance fo rc- 
_ X ligious conduct, that our minds be 
filled with fuitable conceptions of the 
attributes of God- They are the foun- 
dations 

^ This conclading difcourfe is chiefly iatendedv to be 

a general recapitulatioD of inftances of the wifdom of 

ProTidencey feyeral of which have been more fully illot 

trated in other difcourfes, contained in this» or in Ibme 

* of the- preceding volumes. 
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datlons of our : reverence for him j atid S E R M. 
reverence is the foundation of religion. 
All the divine pcrfedlions are intereft- 
ingtoman* Almighty power, in corit- 
jundtion with Eternity and Omnipre-* 
fence, naturally infpires folemn awe* 
Infinite Goodnefs relieves, the mind 
from that oppreflion which Power alcmc 
>vould produce ; and, from our (experi- 
ence of prefent benefits, and our re- 
membrance of the paft, creates lovc^ 
gratitude, and truft* . In the middle be- 
tween thefe, Hands the contemplation 
of divine Wifdonx^ which conjoins im- 
prcffions of awe with thofe of comfort; 
and while it •humbles us into profound 
fubmifEon, encourages, at the fame 
time our reliance on that King eternal^ 
immortal y and invijibky who is juftly 
filled in the text, the only wife God. 

Among men, wifdom is. a quality en- 
tirely different from cunning or craft. 
It always fuppofes good and fair inten- 
tion in the' perfon who poflefles it ^ and 
imports, that laudable ends arc purfued 
• by 



XX- 
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9JtjL IL by proper aad j uftifiable roeans. In like 
{nanner wifdom in the Supreme Being 
c^not be feparated from the re£i:itade 
of hisnattire. It is, in hin:\> an exer- 
tion of benevolence ; and imports, that 
the purposes of juftice and goodnefs are 
carried on and accompliihed,, by means 
die moft ef&dlua}. To meditate <m 
ibme of tho& inftances in which this 
divine wifiiom is displayed, cannot bat 
be highly £ivourable to the knptdii(ma 
both of piety > and of virtue. 

It is diflicult to &y, whether the 
natural, or the moral, world, afibrd the 
moA confpicuous and ftriking difplays 
of the wifdom of God. Not one> 
nor many difcourfes nor indeed the ftu-> 
dy and labour of a whole life, wcre^ 
in any degree^ fufilcient to explore 
them* Of the proofs of wifilora which 
the natural wodd aflfords, I cannot at- 
tempt now to difcourfe. Any illuf- 
tration of thefe would kad to difcuf^ 
fions of a. fcienufic kind, which more 

properly 
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properly belong to the philofopher; and S E rM. 
on which philofophy has often employ- u...^^ 
ed itfelf, with much utility and hoitour. 
I fhall only tak6 notice that, in pro- 
portion as human knowledge hath en- 
larged its fphere of refearch and difco- 
very, in the fame proportion, hath the 
. wifdom of the Creator ftruck the minds 
of all inijuirers and obfervers, with 
the higheft admiration. All nature is 
in truth a fcene of wonders. In the 
difpofiti^n of the heavenly bodies, ant! 
the general arrangement of the fyfteiii 
of the univeirfe ; in the ftru<fture of the . 
earth ; in th« endlefs variety of living 
creatures that fill it ^ and in the provi- 
fion made for them all, to enable them 
to fulfil the ends of their being, it is 
not eafy to determine, whether power, 
wildom, or goodnefsbc moft confpicu- 
ous. It belongs not only to tbe ha-^ 
vens to declare the glory of Gody and to 
the firmammt to Jhew forth his handy- 
work I in the fmalleft and moft incon- 
fidetiabie, as well as in the moft illuf- 
trious works of God, equalmarks ap- 
pear of profound defign and confum-^ 

mate 
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S E R M. mate art. It has been juftly faid, that 
1,.....^ there is not a vegetable that grows, nor 
an infeft that moves, but xvhat is fuf- 
ficent to confound the atheift, and to 
afford the candid obferver endlefs mate- 
rials of devout adoration and praife. 

When we return to the* moral worlds 
the field of admiration which opens to 
us is no lefs extenfivc and ftriking. I 
can only mention a few inftances of 
that cxquifitc wifdom which every- 
where meet us. 

In the frji place, let us attend to 
the conftitution of human nature. 
Though we are taught by revelation, 
to confidep it as now impaired by the 
fall, yet, as it ftands, we behold the 
traces of a noble ftruifture, planned and 
executed with the higheft ikill. All 
the powers and faculties beftowed on 
man are fuch as perfeftly fui t his condi- 
tion, and adapt him to the purpofes for 
which he was defigned*— Senfes were 
given him, that he might dijftinguifli 
what is necefiary for the prefer vation 
and welfare of his body. ' Now, fup- 

pofe 



v::; 
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poft that any one of thofe fenfes, the S E R M. 
fight, for inftance,, or the hearing, or v-^-y-^ 
the touch, had been in a coniiderable 
degree either more blunt, or more 
acute, than it is at prefent, what an 
unhappy change would this have made 
upon our ftate ? on the one hand, 
greater imperfection of t^ie. organs, \ 

would have deprived us of all the com- 
fort and advantage which we grow en- 
joy from fuch powers. On the other 
hand, a greater degree of exquifite feo- 
fibility in them, would have rendered 
life a burden to us. Our fenfes, in- 
ftcad of being inlets to knowledge and 
pleafure, would then h»ve become con- 
flant avenues to uneafinefs and pain 
Their powers, therefore, are fkilfuUy 
adjufted to that meafure of ftrength, 
which allows them to anfwer the pur- 
pofes of health, fafety, and comfort 5 
without either falling fliort of this line 
of ufefulneis, or improperly, and hurt- 
fully ftretching beyond it. 

In the mind appetites and pafSons 
were placed, as the moving powers, of 

the 



« E R M.t}rc Itml, to impel its aftivity • Sxrt as 
' their imjmlfe required regukticm ^iid 
reftraiht, fcafon tc^ai at i3ie fame time, 
conferred as the direcfting poiver,— ^Of 
all t)ur pailiofts, fctf-love, and the defirc 
ttf fclf-ptefefVation, "yr&ty wi(h the trt- 
moft ptbpriety m^de thfe ttrongeft, ifor 
a rcaPon which the titeaneft capacity 
may comprehend. Every man is moil 
imm6diiatkly committed by "Prcimdencc 
tb hisowh care anddiarge. Ht'knews 
his own fitnatiwi heft ; and has more 
tjpportanitifcs of promoting his own 
, happinefs, than he can have dfadranc- 
ing flic happinefs of amy ortier perfott. 

It was therefore itt and wife, i^^, 
by the ftrongeft inftinft, he ihoiM be 
prompted to Sttend to himfelf.— At the 
fame time, as no man ftanding alon^e is 
fttfficicnt for his own welfene, it was 
wccflkry that, by mutual fympatiti^^ 
and focia! inftintfte, wt (hotrld betiraWn 
to give aid to one another. Here it 
deferves our particular notice, that Ae 
force of thofc fecial inftinfts is, with 
ttdmirabk propriety proportioned by 

Providence 
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Frcwkiepce ta thp d^gr^e Qf tlwir uie- SE rm^ 
fuJmefe and importance*. Thus, that y^^onu. 
pareiiktdl affe&ioni^ which the helplefs^ 
ftatc of infancy and childhopd rendiera 
fp needful, is n^de the ilrongeft 'o£ 
them all. Next> coxne thofe ties of 
hloodx which prompt mutual kin4neJ(s 
among thofe who are intimately joined. 
tQgetliiQir by brotherhood, and other far 
mily conaeftions^ To theie fiicc^€4$ 
tbit valuabk inftm<9: bf pity, which 
in%pel$ us to ^iUft the diftreii^d, where«<^ 
ever we behold them. To take part 
with others in their good fortune bc-^ 
longs to man's ibcial nature^ and inr^ 
creai^s the fum of happinefs. At tho 
fame time., to take part with the proir 
perou,s is lefsr mK^eJTary tl^iCk to fympa-» 
thife with the unhaippy 1 and therefor^ 
the. principle which prompts us to r^-^ 
jme with them that rejoice^^ is i^ade not 
to bq io ftrong as t|iat which in»pels u$ 
to weep with them thai weep. 

But they are not only th^ lawlablcr 
mxd important parts of ow difpofitionj^ 

which 

♦ 8^ Scnn, II, VqI. iii. 
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SE RM. which difcover the wifdom of the Au- 
C^'_j thor of our frame; even our imperfec- 
tions and follies, are by him rendered 
fubfervient to, ufeful - ends. — Amidft 
thofe inequalities of condition, for in- 
ftance, which the ftate of human life 
required, where it was neceffary that 
ibme ftiould be rich, a[nd others poor, 
that fome fhould be eminent and diftin- 
guiftied, and others obfcure and mean, 
how feaibnable is that good opinion 
which every one entertains of himfelf ; 
that felf-complacency with which he 
compares himfelf to others ; and that 
fond hope-, which is ever plealing him 
with the profpe<5l of future pleafures 
and advantages in life ? Without thofe 
flattering fenfatioris, vain as they often 
are, how totally infupportable would 
, this world become, to many of its in- 
habitants ? Whereas, by means of 
them. Providence hath "contrived to 
balance, in a great; meafure, the ine- 
qualities of condition among mankind. 
It hath contrived to difFufe pleafure 
through all ranks; and to bring the 
high and th? low nearer to a level with 

each 
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each other, than might at firft be fup- SE^RM. 
pofed. It hath fmoothed the moft J^^ 
rugged trafts of human life ; and hath 
gilded with rays of borrowed light its 
moft dreary fcenes. 

One inftance of Divine wifdom, in 
framing our nature, is fo remarkable as 
to demand particular attention ; that is, 
the meafure according to which, God 
hath difpenfed knowledge and igno- 
rance to man. There is nothing of 
which we are more ready to complain, 
than of our narrow and confined views 
of nature, and of Providence, and of 
all things around us : And yet, upon 
examination, it will be found, that our 
views extend on every fide, juft as far 
as they ought; and that, to fee and 
know more than is allowed us, inftead 
of bringing any advantage, would pro- 
duce certain mifery*. — We pry, for 
inftance, with impatient curiofity, into 
future events. Happily for us, they are 
veiled and covered up ; and one peep 

behind 

♦ See Serm. IV, Vol. ii and Scrnit IX. Vp|. ir. 
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SERM, behind that veil, were it permitted, 
XX. would be fufiicient to poifon the whda 
comfort of our days, by the anticipa^ 
tion of forrows to come,*— In like 
manner, we often wifli with eagernefs 
to penetrate into the fccrets of nature, 
to look into the invifible world, and to 
be made acc^uainted with the whole de<« 
ftiny of man. Our wifti is denied 5 we 
are environed on all hands with myfte« 
ry ; and that myftery is our happinefs. 
For were thoie great invifible objects 
fully difclofcd, the fight of them would 
confound and overwhelm us. It would 
either totally derange our feeble facul- 
ties ; or would engrofs our attention to 
fuch a degree, ts to lay us afide from 
the bufinds and concerns of this world* 
' It wouJd have the fame effed, as if 
we were carried away from the c^rth, 
and mingled among the inhabitants 
of. fbme other planet. — The know- 
ledge that is .allowed to us, was de- 
figned to fit us for afting our part in. 
our preient ftate. At the exadt point 
therefore, where ufefulnefs ends, know- 
ledge ftops, and ignorance commences. 

I^ight 



titght fhihes upon u^^ as long as it ferWs S E RM. 
to giiide our patli ; but forfakcs us, as ^ ^ / ^ 
feoiias it becomes noxious to Aeeyc ;. 
and faliitary darkncfs is appointed to 
clofc the fcenc .— •Thoughtlefs and ftu - 
pid muft that mail be, who, in aH this - 
fBrnitureof the human mind, in this 
cxaft adjiiftment of its jfevcral powers 
to the great purpofes of life, diftems 
not the hand of adorable Wifdom, as 
well as of infinite Goodnefs. 

In iS[itfecond place. Let us contem- 
plate the fame wifdom, as exhibiting it- 
ifclf to us in the moral government of 
the world . We are informed' by revela- 
tion, that this life is defigned by Provi- 
dence to be an introductory part of ex- 
iftewce to intelligent beings s a ftate of 
education and difcipline, where crea- 
tures fallen from their original* rank, 
may gAdually recover their retftitudc 
and virtue. Under this view, whidi 
is in itfclf perfcdly confonant to all that 
reafbn difcovers, we fhall find the ge- 
neral courfe of human afifairs, confufed 
as it may fboietimM' app^r» to have 

Vol. IV, ^c been 
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SE'RM.been ordered with exquifite wifdom. 
,3^ — -^It was ncceffary to fuch a ftate, 
that all.the a£tive powers, of man fhould 
be brought forth into exerciie^ and com- 
. pletely tried. It became proper, there- 
fore, that there fhould be a mixture of 
characters in the world j and that men 
ihould be (hewn in a variety of fitua- 
tions*. Hence that divesfity of tempers 
and difpofitions which are found in /b« 
ciety ; thofe inequalities in rank and fta- 
tion, which we fee taking place ; and 
. thofe different talents, and inclinations^ 
.which prompt men to different pur- 
* fuits. By thefe means, every depart- 
ment in fociety is filled up ; and every 
man has ibme iphere prepared for him, 
in which he can zGt. He is brought 
forth as on a bufy ftage, where oppor- 
tunity is given for his charadler to dif- 
play itfelf fully. — His life is with great 
propriety, varied by interchanges of 
.profperity aiid adverfity. Always prof- 
perous, he would become diffipated, 
ipdolent, and giddy : Always affli^^ed. 
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he would be fretful, dcjeScd, and ful- SfiRM. 
len. There are few peribns, therefore, ^^^^^o 
or nonep whofe lot fhares not of both 
thefe ftates ; in order that every difpo- 
fition of the heart may be explored, and 
every mean of improvement afforded* 
—As man is ultimately defigned for a 
higher ftate of cxiftence than the pre- 
fcnt, it was not proper that this world 
illould prove a paradife to hini, or 
fhould afford him that complete fatis- 
fadtion which he inceffantly purfues. 
Difappointments, therefore, are often 
made to blaft his hopes j and, even 
while the comforts of life laft, they are 
always miixed with fome troubles ; in 
order that an excefiive attachment to 
^ this world may gradually be loofened. 
The courfe of things is evidently fo or- 
dered by Providence, that occurrences 
ihall be always happening, to bring 
down the moft profperous to a level 
with the reft of his brethren, and to 
raife up in their turn, the low and the 
diftrefled* 

Ee2 |a 
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^ERM. I^ ?l>^ ?^idft of tbofc vicigitijdpg, 
^^ which arc fo Qbviou0y conducive to 
iqiprovepent, both w^dom and gqod- 
nsf$ required, tha( the Aipfeme Ooyier* 
npr of the world fhoidd be fep n to pror 
ttOi the ifitf re^Sy $ind laY^uf" the $4^ 
ofv^r^iie. But jn thg degree pfcvi* 
dipi^:e, v(dth wJjich ^his >va§ |p |^ ihpWP« 
it was np left rpquigf p, |l|at a ^9p«SF 
tetppciamei^lt (bpi|ld l^ pbferyf:d. jEfs^ 
vif tae been always cpmplpfply. rpw^yfl'? 
e(}» ^nd n^ade happy on e^rth> V^V^ 
\}rQul4 99 Joi?g?r ^4V^ h^4 ^ WPtiye g^ 
ajTpirin^ t9 ^ Q>pi^c hle|!e0 ftaff • In thf . 
c^^ of p very crime, had divine juili^ 
i;jterpofe4 tP luring complete piim(h^. 
mf nt on ^, l^ead of the crii;^al \ cht 
h^ all thp fdiciQ^ wljicb is pr^paf^ 
fof the juil; in a future wgrld^ $Lpd aU 
the mifery whiph thpre fwai^ ^fi. 
wicl^d^ been already 4ifp)jtyed to tfeg 
yi?w, an4 rei^dere4 fenfible to f|ie ^^- 
Wg? of m/^n, there ii^puld J?aye ^f e^ jig 
erid of that ftjite of v^^ fpf w:hiic^ pur 
whole condition on earth was i^fg^dg^^ 
I^ was neceflaryi ^hf refore, that, at 

prefent, 
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prefcnti We ihouM Jie through A j^^/si 4ii|. 
darkly; Acertinde|;rceoffriyfferyirid q^'* 
obicurity was^ with ptrftft wSfdcah, 
left on <he condud: of tHi Almighty*.-:-. 
But, imidft that obfcarity, Tufficifcht 
<5ncouragancnt and fupjport is in the 
mean time given to virtue ; fofHcient 
grouhd is aiForded for the full belief, 
that it is what the Deity lotet, snd 
will finally reward. His approbatioa 
of it it fignified to every nian by th? 
voice of confcience. Inward fatisfadioii 
and peace are made always to belortg tq 
it ; and general efteem and honour, for 
the mofl: part, to attend it. On the 
othfer hand, the wicked, inm fituatioa 
of life, are allowed to be truly happy • 
Their vices and their paffions are ma;de 
to trouble dicir profperity 1 ^nd their 
p^ntfliment to gibvir out of thei^ crime*, 
Let any one attentively recolle<a tb^ 
lAaterial incidehts of his life ; and he 
will, for thi moft p?ut, be able to trace 
the chief misfertuhct which have be^ 

fallen 

♦SccScTO.IV.Vol.i, 
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$ERM.£illea him^ to fdme guilt he has con* 
Ur^ ^ traded, of fome folly he has commit- 
ted-* Such £« the profound wifdom 
with which Providence conduits its 
counfels, that, although it does not 
appear to interpoie, men are made to 
reap from their actions, the fruits which 
they had deferved ; their iniquities to 
CorrfB tbem, and their backjlidings to re^ 
prove them 5 and while they fuflFcr, they ^ 
are forced to acknowledge the juftice 
of their puniflimcnt.-f— Thcfe are not 
inattcrs of rare or occafional obfcrvat- 
tion 1 but deeply interwoven with the 
texture of human affairs. They difco- 
ver a regular plan, a formed iyftem* 
according to which the whole train of 
Providence proceeds 1 and which ma-^ 
nifefts to every ferious obfcrver the cont- 
fummate wifdom of its Author,-!— As 
thus, in the conftitution of human na- 
ture, and in the moral government of 
the world, divine wiiUom £0 remarka^ 
ably appears, I muft obierve, 

# ?ccScrm. 3^111. Vol. iv, 
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In the th\rd place. That in the re- s E ?lm.' 
iicmption of the world, and in the *co-\J^^ 
nomy of grace, it fliincs no iefs confpi- 
cnoufly. The fubjcdt which opens to 
us here is too extenfive to be fully il- 
luftrated at prefent % but the great lines 
of it are obvious*., — In carrying on a - 
plan, by which forgivenefs was to be 
diipenfed to an ofFehding race, wifdpm 
required that the authority of the le- 
giflator fhouid be fully preferved, and ' 
no fuch relaxation be introduced into ' 
government, as might give licence or 
encouragement to offenders. Accor- 
dingly, the moft admirable provifipn 
was made for thefe important purpo- 
fes, by the interpofition of the Son of ' 
God fufFeiIng and dying for finners. 
The fovereign awe of juftice is main- 
tained, while juftice is tempered with 
mercy, Men are bound to righteouf- 
nefs, under the higheft fandlions j; an4 
ample fecurity ancjl confolation are, 

at 
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S£ R M.at the iamc time, afforded to the peni- 
^^^ tent. By the inftrudUons, and e:»unple, 
of their Saviour, they are inftru£ted in 
their duty; and through a Mediator 
and Interceflbr, they are encouraged to 
. offer their i^prfhip and prayers to dae 
Ahnighty, They are afTured that, tEk 
whatever is too arduous for human na-- 
tyre tQperforni, they flaall be affifted by 
a divine Spirit •, and under all trials and 
difficulties, they are fupported by the 
cxprefs promife of that eternal Kfe* 
which is brought to light by the gof- 
pel. — It is not poflible for the under- 
ftanding to conceive any method offal- 
vation, planned with more goodnefs, 
and executed with more wifdom, than 
what is fhown in the gofpel of Chrift. 
The confideration of this conftitution 
alone, gives us full reafon to join in that 
exclamation of the Apoftle : O the depth 
of the riches both of the wifdom and the 
knowledge of God ! How unfearch^bk are 
his judgments^ and his nioays paji finding 
out /* 

From 

* Rom. iJ. jj. 



From this ffaort fartejr whidh wdSERlt 
have taken of Divine Wifdodiy as dif-^ 
Covering itfeLf, in the whole Complex 
frame Cf the fnoral world 1 in the con-^ 
ftittttion of httmaift nature ; in die go<^ 
vernliiieot of huml^n affairs j dndin die 
Redemption of the human race; we 
cannot but perceive how much reafon 
we have to proftrate ourfelves before 
Cod^ and with all humility to worfhi^ 
and adore.— When we view that im* 
menfe fbrudure of the nhiverie vH 
which we dwell ; whjon we think of 
Hkn» whoie wifdom has planned thfi 
whole iyflem of being ; whofe mind 
ctomprehendSf whofe counfels diredfc> 
the whole courfe of events^ £rom the 
beginning to the end of tkne^ bj whom 
nothing is fo inconfiderable a& to be 
overlooked^ or &y tranfient as to he fof'^ 
gotten ; who attends to die concerns of 
the poor man in his cottage, while he 
is fteering the fun and thtt^ moon in 
their courfe through the heatite^is > into 
what aftonifhment and &lf-aii»iih^ioH 
do we fall \ Beferd him all onr boafted 

kiowkdge 
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8 BUM. knowledge is ignorance, and our wif-^ 



^^ dom is folly^ Wherever wc caft our 



eyes on his works and ways, we find all 
things adjufted in number, weight, and 
meafttrei and after all that we can fur- 
▼ey, Lo ! thefe are but a part of his 
ways ; and bow fmall a portion is beard 
rf bim! 

It is the power of God, which pro- 
duces among the multitude of men any^ 
imprefiions of religion* When thim* 
der roars in the heavens, or an earth- 
-quake ihakes the ground, they are 
ilruck with awe, and difpofed to wor- 
ihip an inviiible power. But fuch im- 
prefiions of Deity are ocpaiional, and 
tranfitory. The lafting reverence of a 
Supreme Being arifes, in a well inform- 
ed mind, from the difplay of that infi*- 
riite wifdom which all the univerfe pre- 
Icnts. Its operations are conftantly, 
though filqntly, going on around us. 
We may view it in the peaceful and fe- 
date flate of the univerfe, as well as in 
its greateft commotions ; we behold it 
in every infeft that moves on the • 
ground, at. the fame time that we ad- 
mire 
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mire it in the revolutions of the celef- gs^.]^ 
tial bodies. Happy for us^ if thfe con- ^ j^,. 
templation fhall nourish that temper of 
habitual devotion, which io well be- 
comes dependent beings, and is fo in* 
timately oonnefted with, all virtue.* 

But the chief effeft that ought to be 
produced by meditation on the divine 
Wifdom, is perfedl refignation to the 
Governor of the univerfe, and entire 
truft in his adminiftration. Our pri* 
vate misfortunes and difappointments 
are too often thefubjedk of querulous 
complaints, and even of unjuft fufpi- 
cions of Providence. But when in the 
whole natural and moral' world, we 
behold an arrangement of things which 
plainly difcovers the moft confummate 
wifdom, can we believe, that in the 
arrangement of our petty concerns, this ' 
wifdom is dormant and ncgledkful ? 
How much more reafbn is there tb 
think, that our ignorance of the divine 
plans mifleads our judgment, than that 

the 

• Sec Scrm. xix. Vol. Hi, 
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8 E RM. ^o wifHom of the Almighty has' eired 
y^^ in dircfting our private aflfkirs ?— ^Di- 
vine wifdom, as I obfefved in the be- 
ginning, is an exertion 6f diviifc beiie-^ 
voknce. It has, it can have^ no other 
fcope than ta accomplish the beft ends ^ 
by the moft proper means. Let the 
Wifdom, therefore, and the Goodnefei 
/>i the Deity, be ever conjoined in our 
idea. Let every new difcovery of di-J 
vinft wi^m, be a new ground of hope^ 
of joy, and of cordial fubmiifion, to 
every virtuous taain. Let hin> be 
thankful that he lives in a world, 
where nothing happens to him by 
chance, or at random; but wh^re a 
great, a wife, and beneficent Mind 
continuafiy fuperinteftds every event. 

Under the faith of this great prin-» 
ciple of religion, let us proceed in the 
courfe of our dutyy with ftedfafl and 
undifinayed mind. Let us retain faith- 
ful allegiance to our Creator and our 
Redeems; and then we may always 
hope the beft 5 and caji our care upon 
him -who careth for us. Wait on the 

Lord I 
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Lord y be of good courage^ and He Jhalls E R M. 
Jirengthen your heart. Although thou 
fayejiy thou canjl not fee him^ yet judg^ 
ment is before htm ; therefore truft thou 
in him. Let us begin every under- 
taking, with humble dependence on 
his afliftance for enabling us to profc- 
cute it to.the end. When our under- 
takings are finifhed, and the clofe of 
life approacheSf with praife to him let 
us conclude all our labours. 

Vnto the King Eternal, immortal, in* 
vi/ible, the only Wife God, be honour and 
glory for ever and ever. Amen. 
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